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Yemeni parliament speaker visits Riyadh 

SANAA f AP) — Yemen's parliament speaker flew to Riyadh, 
Sancfi Arabia's capital, Sunday for talks on a border dispute that 
has triggered armed dashes in recent weeks, lie visit by Sheikh 
Abdullah A1 Ahmar, a powerful pro-Saudi chief of the dominated 
Hashed tribal confederation, is his second to Saudi Arabia 
pecembcr. In a departure statement. Sheikh Ahmar said the trip 
m s “part of continuous consultations to strengthen the brotherly 
notations between the two countries to serve the interests of the 
i to nations." He said be will prepare for a summit meeting 
between Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh and Saudi King 
paid. Saudi Arabia and Yemen, the largest countries on the 
peninsula, have been locked in a border dispute since the 1930s, 
when they fought a brief war. Bui tension heightened in the past 
two months after the Sanaa government accused Saudi Arabia of 
building roads and military posts in wha: Yemen claims is its 
territory. Sanaa also said that Saudi patrols have attacked Yemeni 
positions, inflicting 10 casualties, earlier this month. 
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Seminar urges plans for rural areas 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma on 
Sunday chaired the final session of a seminar on the role of Arab 
women in developing urban areas. The seminar was organised by 
the National Committee on Women's Affairs and the United 
Nations Human Settlements Centre. Princess Basina voiced pride 
in the friendly atmosphere which prevailed during discussions at 
the seminar, in which representatives of eight Arab countries 
participated, saying this represents the “genuine” relations among 
Arab countries. Princess Basma also underlined the importance of 
recommendations issued by the seminar and voiced hope that 
itab meetings on various issues would continue. In recommenda- 
tions issued Sunday, the seminar called for regional plans to tackle 
problems resulting from urbanisation and for directing develop- 
ment policies towards resolving problems plaguing rural areas. 
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Suicide blasts 




in Israel King visits Oman today 


Islamic Jihad claims responsibility; calls go up for 
suspension of self-rule talks; territories sealed off 


BEIT LID JUNCTION (R) 
— A suicide bombing 
claimed by the militant Isia- * 
mic Jihad group killed at least 
18 people, mostly Israeli sol- 
diers, on Sunday sear a bus 
station where troops wait for 
transport into the occupied 
West Bank. 

Islamic Jihad, in a state- 
ment faxed to an internation- 
al news agency, said two of its 
suicide bombers — both from 
Gaza — carried out the 
attack in central Israel, which 
rocked further the fragile 
Israeli- Pal estmian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace, 
deal. 


The claim that the guerril- 
las came from Gaza brought 
more public pressure on 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin to rethink the 
peace process with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who is responsible for secur- 
ity in Gaza. 

President Ezer Weizman, 
whose post is largely ceremo- 
nial, told Israel Televirion: "I 
believe we should now sus- 
pend the talks — not stop 
them, but suspend them — 
and tell him (PLO chief Yas- 
ser Arafat): 'make a bigger 
effort' (to stop guerrilla 
attacks).” 


Israeli security officials 
said at least 18 people were 
killed by two explosions at a 
snack bar near a bus station 
where dozens of soldiers 
waited for buses or to hitch 
rides to tbeir West Bank 
bases after the Jewisb sab- 
bath. 

"The snack bar was blown 
apart by the first explosion. 
Soldiers at tbe hitch-hiking 
station then ran towards it to 
help the wounded. Shortly 
after that there was another 
explosion.'' said witness Kobi 
Marciano. 

Police chief Assaf Hefetz 
said the body of one guerrilla 
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An aerial view of the rite at file Beit Lid right ride shows where one of the bombs 
junction on Sunday where two bombs ex- exploded (AFP photo) 
plotted. A hole in the ground on the bottom 


had been recovered. Israel 
army radio reported investi- 
gators were checking whether 
a second bomber was in- 
volved. 

“The Islamic Jihad forces 
announce their responsibility 
for the two suicide attacks at 
the Beit Lid intersection," 
the group said in its state- 
ment. 

“The hero Anwar Moham- 
med SakT, 25, from Sajayia 
(in Gaza City) made a suicide 
attack on a Zionist hitch- 
hiking station near a res- 
taurant. 

“The other hero, SaJah 
Abdul Hamid Shaker 
Mohammad, 27, from Rafah 
(in southern Gaza), carried 
out the same attack on a bus 
station a few metres from the 
first bitch-hiking station," it 
said. 

“Our combatants exploded 
a first bomb. Fifteen minutes 
later, as the Zionists gathered 
to help their wounded, one of 
the unit’s heroes blew himself 
up with another bomb,” said 
the statement. 

It described the bombings 
as an “heroic and courageous 
operation" which killed or 
wounded “dozens of Zion- 
ists.” 

It added: "The fire will 
continue burning — we will 
hum down the Zionists until 
the last bastard has left our 
holy motherland.” 

Islamic Jihad said it carried 
out the bombings to avenge 
the killing last month of three 
Palestinian policemen in a 
clash with Israeli soldiers at 
the Erez crossing point be- 
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Jordan to send 
relief to Japan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will send emergency relief 
supplies to Japan on Monday 
to help die victims of tbe 
earthquake that hit parts of 
Japan last week. A Jordanian 
delegation will transport tbe 
relief supplies, presented by 
the Jordanian Armed Forces, 
to Tokyo. His Royal High- 
ness Prince Abdullah Ben A1 
Hussein and other officials 
will see the delegation ofF. 

Search for missing 
skiers called off 

ANKARA (R) — A joint 
U.S.-Tnrkish military search 
foramixang U.S. airman and 
his young son, presumed lost 
on a ski trip was called off, on 
Sunday. Officials said the 
pair had probably died on the 
mountains. 

N. Korea urges nuclear 
1 states to disarm 

TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea, suspected by the West 
of developing its own nuclear 
weapons, on Sunday urged 
states with nuclear weapons 
to take steps to abandon 
them. "The nuclear-weapon 
states must... take practical 
steps for nuclear disarma- 
ment, joining in the trend of 
the time towards detente, dis- 
armament and peace,” said 
the official North Korean dai- 
ly Rodong Sinmtm. 

Clinton trails 
Dole in poll 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Gin ton trails a 
top Republican in a presiden- 
tial poll released Sunday that 
also shows 41 per cent of 
Americans believe tbe presi- 
dent has difficulty telling the 
truth. If the presidential elec- 
tion were held now. Senate 
majority leader Bob Dole 
would win with 43 per cent of 
tile vote, while Mr. Clinton 
would take 41 per cent, 
according to a survey pf 1,000 
people done for NBC Televi- 
sion and the Wail Street Jour- 
nal.. 
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Israeli cabinet okays more 
building around Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Israeli govern- 
ment announced Sunday that 
more homes for Israeli set- 
tiers could be built around 
East Jerusalem but it set up a 
special ministerial committee 
to monitor construction. 

The decision appeased 
both left and right-wing 
ministers in tbe cabinet, 
although it seemed unlikely 
to please Palestinians who 
are campaigning for a total 
bait to the spread of settle- 
ments. 

The cabinet said it would 
partially freeze settlement 
construction on the occupied 
West Bank, in line with a 
decision of November 1992. 

But farther construction 
would be encouraged around- 
Jerusalem, on the West 
Bank, according to another 
decision taken in January 
1993. 

Some “state-owned" land 
on the territory could also be 


handed over to tbe Palesti- 
nians in areas with a large 
Arab population, the govern- 
ment said. 

"The government will con- 
sider granting government 
land to the Palestinians in 
densely-populated areas," it 
said in an official statement. 

"It's a reasonable decision 
because for the first time it 
imposes a government con- 
trol over construction in 
Israeli settlements,” said En- 
vironment Minister Yossi 
Sarid of the left-wing Meretz 
Patty. 

Meretz wants an end to 
settlement building outside 
the municipal borders of 
Jerusalem. 

Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben Eliezer, who 
favours building in a wide 
belt around the Holy City, 
was also happy with the deci- 
sion. 

“It does not tie our 
hands,” he said. “The main 


thing is that construction can 
go ahead without obstacles.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin will sit on the commit- 
tee along with Mr. Ben Eliez- 
er, Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, Justice Minister David 
Libai and Communications 
Minister Sbulaxnit Aloni of 
Meretz. 

The cabinet stressed the 
importance of further build- 
ing within Jerusalem's bor- 
ders to strengthen the "un- 
ited capital.” That means in 
East Jerusalem which Israel 
annexed in 1967 and the 
Palestinians demand as their 
own capital. 

The statement added that 
land confiscation would take 
place only for security needs 
— a concept left vague — and 
to build roads with the prior 
agreement of the commis- 
sion. 

The committee would au- 

(Continned on page 7) 


Grozny under heavy fire 
as Russians renew assault 
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GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Russian forces renewed their 
artillery and rocket offensive 
agains t remaining rebel posi- 
tions here Sunday, and con- 
tinued a bombing drive to 
spread their control through- 
out Chechenya. 

The dawn offensive came 
after a lull in fighting over- 
night, with Chechen defen- 
ders maintaining control of 
the eastern bank of the Sun- 
yha, the river that bisects 
Grozny from north to south. 

The Russian forces were 
also continuing their offen- 
sive in a southern and west- 
ern arc from the capital to 
capture towns and villages 
between Grozny and the 
southwest. 

Many observers predict the 
conflict is poised to enter a 
new phase, with rebels rede- 
ploying to launch guerrilla 
raids from mountainous 
southern Chechenya. The 
Russians have been trying to 
isolate this region. 

After three days ago ta k ing 


Assinovskaya, 35 kilometres 
southwest of Grozny, with 
around 100 armoured vehi- 
cles, Russian forces concen- 
trated their attacks on 
Bamut, some 10 kilometres 
further to the southwest. 

Four days of heavy shelling 
have also dislodged Chechen 
fighters and the 500 families 
who live in Bamut, the site of 
a former Soviet military base . 

Eight of the 11 villages 
around the Chechen town of 
Achkhoi Marian were re- 
ported Saturday to have been 
bombed by warplanes, heli- 
copters or artillery In tbe 
previous 48 hours. 

Achkhoi -Marian, Guekhi, 
Valerik, Unis Marian, Goiti 
— all the communities fring- 
ing the road south from 
Grozny were under threat in 
tiie face of the remorseless 
Russian tactic to take over 
the villages one by one. 

The fighting had concen- 
trated around Grozny since 
the start of the year, three 
weeks after Russian troops 


and tanks first rolled into the 
mainly-Muslim republic in a 
bid to crush Chechenya’s 
three-year secession from 
Russia. 

But despite taking most of 
Grozny last week, Russian 
forces have so far failed to 
capture Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, who has 
been declared their main 
target. So they are spreading 
their offensive wider. 

The head of Russian 
counter-intelligence forces, 
Sergei Stepashin, said Satur- 
day that Mr. Dudayev's cap- 
ture was essential to force the 
surrender of the rebels. 

It is not just the Russians 
who are after Mr. Dudayev. 
IBs supporters and oppo- 
nents have been playing a 
cat-and-mouse game in the 
villages. 

At Urus-Martan, head- 
quarters of the opposition to 
Dudayev 25 kilometres south 
of Grozny, reporters saw a 

(Continued on page 7) 


tween Israel and Gaza. 

The attack, it said, also was 
pari of its “general revenge” 
for the death in a car bomb 
blast in Gaza last November 
of Islamic Jihad activist Hani 
Abed. Palestinian officials 
have blamed Israel for his 
death. 

As workers picked body 
parts off the road and trees 
for burial, bloodied survivors 
at the scene and opposition 
politicians angrily called on 
the Rabin government to halt 
peace talks with Palestinians. 

At least 62 people were 
wounded in the blast, 13 of 
them seriously. 

Islamic Jihad, which con- 
demns the 1993 PLO-Israel 
accord as a sell-out, has 
claimed responsibility for 
previous attacks on Israeli 
targets, including a suicide 
bombing in Gaza last Novem- 
ber in which three Israeli 
soldiers died. 

Mr. Rabin broke off a cru- 
cial cabinet meeting discus- 
sing the boom in Jewish set- 
tlement building around 
Jerusalem to dash by helicop- 
ter to Netanya, a Mediterra- 
nean resort town dose to the 
blast she. 

The protesters chanting 
“Rabin the traitor" and 
“Death to Arabs" demons- 
trated against his handling of 
security. 

“I was for the peace pro- 
cess, but not if there is going 
to be attacks like this every 
few days,” said Yehezkel 
Nissim, who said he missed 

(Continued on page 7) 


Cairo 
meeting 
focuses 
on funds 
for Mideast 
projects 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Tbe 
steering committee supervis- 
ing multilateral Middle East 
peace talks met in Cairo on 
Sunday to discuss raising 
money for projects still at tbe 
planning stage. 

"... Today there is a very 
important question, whether 
we can go on and finance 
these projects or whether 
they will be just nice projects 
shelved somewhere,” Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin told reporters. 

“Financing is one of the 
issues we have to tackle. The 
financial tools of im- 
plementing these ideas in the 
Middle East will be of crucial 
importance in the near future 
and we will talk about it 
today,” he added. 

U.S. delegate Robert Pel- 
letreau, assistant secretary of 
state for Near East affairs, 
said: “We have more projects 
than we have financing for, 
that is true." 

Hie committee is chaired 
by the United States and 
Russia, sponsors of the Mid- 
dle East peace process laun- 
ched in Madrid in 1991. 
Other members are Jordan, 
the Palestinians, Israel, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia on be- 
half of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, Tunisia representing 
the Arab Maghreb Union, 
and Japan and -Canada. 

The two-day committee 
meeting would also assess the 
progress of its working 
groups on arms control, wa- 
ter, refugees, environment 
and economic affairs, offi- 
cials said. 

“We have agreed to hold 
an intersectional meeting in 
Cairo to continue our moni- 
toring of the work of all the 
groups to see if there are 
areas that we can operate 
more efficiently and plan for 
the next round of meeting,” 
Mr. Pelletreau added. 

(see page 12 ). 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
leaves for Muscat, the 
Sultanate of Oman, today 
(Monday), for talks with 
Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Saeed. 

The Kingdom's ambas- 
sador to Oman. Samir 
Rifai Al Humoud, was 
quoted by Agence France 
Press (AFP) as saying that 
King Hussein and Sultan 
Qaboos will discuss the 
situation prevailing in the 
Arab region. 

He said the visit comes 
as pan of the continued 
consultations between the 
two countries, adding that 
mending fences between 
Arab countries and the 
Middle East peace pro- 
cess will also rank high in 
the talks. 
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Bishop Kenneth SohOton of the Church of the Award to His Mitfegy King Hussein on Sun- 
Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith in the day (Petra photo) 

U.S. presents the Apostolic Humanitarian 

U.S. church honours King with 
second award for peace since 1968 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein re- 
ceived at tbe Royal Court on 
Sunday a delegation repre- 
senting the Church of tbe 
Lord Jesus Christ of the 
Apostolic Faith in the United 
States led by Bishop Kenneth 
Sohilton, who presented to 
the King an outline of the 
church’s activities in huma- 
nitarian causes. 

The bishop voiced the 


church’s appreciation of the 
King’s efforts to achieve 
peace and stability in the 
Middle East and presented 
him with the Apostolic 
Humanitarian Award. 

King Hussein became the 
first world leader to receive 
the church's award for the 
second time. The King re- 
ceived the same award in 
1968. according to Bishop 
Sohilton. The presentation 


was in recognition of the 
King's .distinguished en- 
deavours for peace, the 
bishop said. 

Other recipients of the 
award include South African 
President Nelson Mandela. 

Present at the audience 
was Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Royal 
Court Giief Marwan Al Qas- 


Jordanian, PLO officials work 
on accords ahead of Arafat visit 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials started 
meetings on Sunday to pre- 
pare for a visit by Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat to Amman this week. 

The two sides were ex- 
pected to discuss draft coop- 
eration agreements to be 
signed by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Mr. Arafat after 
the PLO leader arrives on 


Wednesday. 

Jordanian and Palestinian 
officials told the Jordan 
Tunes that agreements in ali 
spheres should be reached by 
Monday evening to be in- 
corporated in a broad pro- 
tocol for cooperation. 

They said that the draft 
economic agreement reached 
last January will be “up- 
dated" as the two sides are 
seeking to make modifica- 
tions in the document to ad- 
just to developments that had 
taken place, especially the 


Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty- 

Meetings between minis- 
ters of various economic 
fields continued late on Sun- 
day night “to update” the 
economic agreement and 
produce a final draft. 

A Jordanian official who 
attended the meetings de- 
scribed the talks “as extreme- 
ly friendly" and expressed 
nope that they would signal a 
new beginning in bilateral re- 

( Con tinned on page 7) * 


Heavy rains hinder rescue 
efforts in quake- hit Kobe 


KOBE (Agencies) — Heavy 
rain diminished hopes Sun- 
day of finding more survivors 
in this quake-stricken city, as 
the cost of rebuilding topped 
S100 billion and looting 
broke ont for the first time 
since the disaster. 

Criticism also mounted ab- 
out the sluggish response of 
Japanese officials to tbe 
country's most expensive 
catastrophe since World War 
II, with reports that bureauc- 
rats had argued about 
whether it was a “particularly 
terrible” disaster. 

“If the government acted a 
little earlier, people's lives 
would have been saved,” for- 
mer Prime Minister Tsutomu 
Hata, now deputy head of the 
biggest opposition party, 
Shinshinto (New Frontier 
Party), said in northern 


Japan on Sunday. 

Authorities issued more 
warnings against the risk of 
landslides or wall collapses in 
Kobe, evacuating over 4,000 
people from their homes. 

Weather forecasters said 
the rain, the first since the 
quake, would continue until 
early Monday. 

Rescuers dug through the 
night for more survivors of 
Tuesday's earthquake, which 
police said left 4,936 dead 
and 175 missing. 

Two men, aged 79 and 69, 
were dug out on Saturday 
after more than 100 hours 
under the rubble of their 
homes. 

The national police agency 
also said that 25,896 people 
had been confirmed injured 
by nightfall Sunday and 
nearely 51,000 houses and 


buildings damaged in Tues- 
day’s quake — the deadliest 
to hit Japan in 72 years — 
and in aftershocks and fires. 

Kobe fire chief Shojiro 
Kawakami said the rain 
would delay rescue opera- 
tions. 

The bill for rebuilding 
Kobe will exceed 10 trillion 
yen ($100 billion), the local 
governor predicted Sunday. 

Toshitami Kaibara, gov- 
ernor of Hyogo prefecture, 
which includes Kobe, said 
damage to buildings would 
cost 4.26 trillion yen and re- 
building port facilities 
another 1.04 trillion yen. 

The earthquake is ex- 
pected to cost the Lloyds of 
London insurance market 
around one billion pounds 

(Con tinned on page 7) 
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Somali kidnappers 
free aid worker 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
SomaU hostage-takers have 
freed French aid worker 
Rudy Marcq, held captive for 
37 days, U.N. and European 
Union (EU) officials said 
here Sunday, in a move seen 
as encouraging for aid agen- 
cies planning to stay after 
U.N. troops pall oat in 
Mdrcfa. 

Mr. Marcq, 24, an em- 
ployee of the French aid 
agency International Action 
Against Famine (AICF), was 
freed late Saturday and spent 
tiie night in the new U.N. 
headquarters at Mogadishu 
airport before being Qown to 
Nairobi early Sunday on 
board a World Food Prog- 
ramme fligh t 

AICF officials insisted that 
no ransom was paid for the 
release of the aid agency hos- 
tage who was in good health 
and had been well treated, 
build ing up a strong rapport 
with his captors. 

“My conditions in deten- 
tion were good," Mr. Marcq 
said on arrival in Nairobi. “I 
was well treated, properly fed 
with noodles and fish. They 
(the kidnappers) got me 
drinking water every day.” 

“I changed house four 
times and was kept locked! 
Dp in a room each time. I had 
a mattress and to w ard s the 
aid I even had a bed: Unbe- 
lievable luxury.” 

In Mogadishu, the kidnap- 
pers were also allowed to go 
tree and two of them, Hassan 
Waisame and siad ichaiif 
Qul Qul, backed Marcq’s re- 


Strong moral discip line .. A 
brave young man who 
adjnst himself to any sort of 
fcfe.” 

Observers in Mogatfishu 
fear a renewal of fighting 
between groups lead by 
Mohammad Afi Aidecd and 
his rival AS Madhi Moham- 
mad when U.N. troops com- 
plete their March withdraw- 
al, but said Sunday the 
Frenchman’s release could be 
a sig n that faction fighter 
were coming under gre ater 
control. 

U.N. and aid agency offi- 
cials, delighted by the re- 
lease, daimnd it had hap- 
pened as a direct result of 
their announcement last 
week that they were suspend- 
ing all but emer g e n cy opera- 
tions in Mogadishu until Mr. 
Marcq was freed. 

“It worked. The kidnap- 
pers were put under heavy 
pressure by the Somalis and 
they had to give in," add a 
delighted Fernando Zannsso, 
the Italian director of the 
World Food Programme in 
Somalia. 

Jean-Luc Bodin, head of 
AICF operations, agreed: 
“The pres su re worked. The 
kidnappers gave in. It’s great 
for die future of Somalia,” be 
said. 

Warlord Aideed, who con- 
trols much of southern Moga- 
dishu, also applied pr e ss ur e 
for Mr. Marcq’s release but 
Mr. Zanusso said be did not 
know bow much success this 
had had. 

More pressure was applied 
by dan leaders. 



European, N. African ministers 


Kurds say 
mediation 


announce security accord failing 


ports telling AFP here *h«* More pressure was applied 
their hostage was M a man of by dan leaders. 


Egyptian police kill new 
Gamaa A1 Islamiyah chief 


CAIRO (AFP) — Police shot 
and kille d the new head of 
the outlawed fundamentalist 
Gamaa Islamiyah gr o up in 
southern Egypt on Sunday as 
the death toll in three years 
of unrest rose to more than 
600, police said. 

Mahmoud Selim, 29, be- 
came Gamaa leader after 
police killed former chiefs 
Talaat Yassin H amam in 
April and Hassan Abdul 
Galil in October, they added. 

Selim, a former teacher 
who had been hunted by 
police for years, was shot 
dead along with his body- 
guard Tateb Bakhit Betouhi 
in a gtmbattle in the southern 
Egyptian town of Sohag, 500 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

“Mahmoud Selim was the 
main terrorist leader and 
police were hunting him for 
years for having organised 
and earned out 36 attacks 
throughout Egypt since 


1992,” police said. 

“He was the mastermind of 
the terrorist Gamaa Isla- 
miyya and gave orders to 
carry out attacks throughout 

carried out dozens of 
terrorist crimes and was re- 
sponsible for most attacks in 
upper Egypt, in Assfyut, 
Sohag ana Qcna.” 

Police also said they 
arrested Gamaa’s military 
chief in Sohag, Abul Futon 
Abu Deif, and 37 other milh- 
tants. 

The double shooting raised 
to 604 the death toll since 
March 1992 when Islamic 
militants launched a cam- 
paign of violence to topple 
the secular government of 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

“It was one of the most 
important anti-terrorist op- 
erations in the last several 
-months because they were 
very dangerous elements,” 
police said. 


TUNIS (R) — Security 
ministers from four Euro- 
pean countries and two North 
African states have pledged 
to intensify effor ts to fight 
Muslim ftiTufeHncntaK-f vio- 
lence. 

Even as they deliberated, 
Muslim militants shot dead 
the. president of Algeria's 
football federation as be left 
his Algiers home, the official 
APS news agency repotted. 

France’s Interior Minister 
diaries Pasqua, Italy’s Anto- 
nio Brancactio, Portugal’s 
Manuel Dias Loureiro, 
Spain’s Secretary of State for 
the Interior Margarita Ro- 
bles, Algerian Interior Minis- 
ter Abdul Rahman Meziane 
Cherif , and Tunisia’s Abdul- 
lah Kallel attended the meet- 


^The ministers... solemnly 
and firmly condemned terror- 
ism, fundamentalism and ev- 
ery farm of extremism and 
fanaticism and. appeal for an 
end of violence because only 
civil peace will allow econo- 
mic and social development,” 
a joint statement issued at the 
end of tiie meeting said. 

The ministers said they 
have “decided to increase the 
exchange of information and 
their cooperation on tiie bi- 
lateral and multilateral 
levels, to fight the various 
forms of crimes... increasng- 
]y linked to terror ism and 
fundamentalism,” it said. 


“There is a necessity for us 
to have a comprehensive 
approach to these problems,” 
Mr. Pasqua said. 

“The results are extremely 
positive, because it is tiie first 
time four European ministers 
and two Maghreb states have 
agreed to together condemn 
terrorism, fundamentalism 
and fanaticism,” Mir. Cherif 
told Reuters. 

In Algeria, violence pitting 
army-backed authorities 
against M nstim fundamental- 
ists has raged for three years, 
killing up to 30,000 people 
since the authorities cancel- 
led an election in 1992 that 
fundamentalists had been 
poised to win. 

On Saturday, the APS 
news agency said football 
federation chief Rachid 
Haraigue, 58, married with 
two children, died shortly af- 
ter being shot. Algiers Radio 
said he Had been bedkfing op 
the -sports' movement as “a 
rampart a gainst terrorism.” 

In a separate dispatch APS 
said security forces had killed 
20 Muslim guerrillas in a 
week-long sweep. 

Western European coun- 
tries worry that violence in 
North Africa could spread to 
than. 

Fiance, which fears a fun- 
damentalist threat within its 
Muslim community of ab6ut 
4.5 million people, and Spain 
last year said they would step 


up security controls and bor- 
der checks to counter Muslim 
guerrillas. 

France and Algeria were 
both involved in the hijack of 
a French airtmer by the Isla- 
mic Armed Group (GIA), 
the most violent of Algeria's 
rebel groups. French com- 
mandos stormed the airc r aft 
in Marseille, killing the four 
hijackers and freeing the pas- 
sengers. 

Tunisia crushed its fun- 
damentalist movement in 
1991, and has since urged 
European countries, espe- 
cially France and Britain, to 
extradite their exiled fun- 
damentalist activists. 

Morocco is reported to 
have 30 active fundamentalist 
g ro up s. This month tiie trial 
started in the dty of Fez of 18 
alleged fundamentalists, six 
of them carrying French pass- 
ports, who are accused of 
carrying out attacks, includ- 
ing one in which two Spanish 
to uri sts were Med. 

Morocco, invited to the 
Tunis meeting, dubbed 
“4+3,” did not take part, to 
the surprise of diplomats. 

In Rabat, a Foreign Mmis- 

S j spokesman quoted by the 
oroccan news agency MAP 
said flatly Morocco was not 
participating. He did not 
elaborate. 

The talks went ahead as 
“4+2.” 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Peace talks between rival Ira- 
qi Kurdish groups who have 
snelled each other in recent 
days are faltering over con- 
trol of a key dty, Iraqi Kur- 
dish sources said on Sunday. 

’’Negotiations are not 
going wed, in fact there is 
tension,” Shazad Saib, the 
Ankar a representative of the 
Patriotic Union of K urdistan 
(PUK), said. 

Minor dashes between the 
PUK and the rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
broke out on Friday around 
the northern Iraqi towns of 
Said Sadiq and Shaneary, 
near the Iranian border, and 
Gomaspan, further west, Mr. 
Saib said. 

“There were artillery ex- 
changes near Gomaspan bat 
the fighting wasn’t very im- 
portant,” be sad. Mr. Saib 
could -give -no -casualty fi- 
gures: ■ 

He said a 60-member com- 
mittee, made up of PUK and 
KDP delegates was trying to 
persuade the factions’ leaders 
to declare a ceas e fire. 

Mr. Said said the PUK was 
prepared to meet a KDP 
demand that it withdraw 
from Erbil but would not 
hand the dty over to its rival. 

“We are wflHng to puli out 
of ErbO but we want to give it 
to the local police force and 
not the KDP,” he said. 

The PUK, led by Jalal 
Talabani, and the KDP of 
Massond Barzani have 
shared power in northern 
Iraq since a 1992 election. 

Tne rival groups have 
dashed frequently in and 
around Erbil, tire seat of Kur- 
dish power in northern Iraq, 
in the last year. The latest 
round of fighting began in 
mid-December. 

The Kurds set up a region- 
al government in Erbil after 
breaking away from Bagh- 
dad’s authority following the 
Gulf war in 1991. They are 
protected from Iraqi govern- 
ment forces by a Western 
allied air force based in 
southern Turkey. 

KDP radio, meanwhile, 
charged that PUK forces 


The galloping bozkhashi horsemen of northern Afghanistan 


MAZAR-E-SHARIF 
(AFP) — A chunk of meat 
the size of a fillet steak 
came flying out of the 
melee to be snatched up by 
a fleet-footed Afghan youth 
who had dahsed out of the 
cheering crowd. 

The meat had been rip- 
ped from a decapitated 
animal carcass lying be- 
neath the stamping hooves 
of thirty horses, as riders 
leaned low in their saddles 
trying to snatch the 
macabre prize from the 
ground. 

This was a difficult task 
because the horses reared 
and rammed into each 
other as the riders, dressed 
in fur caps, padded over- 
coats and knee-high leather 
boots, slashed with whips 
and bludgeoned each other 
with their elbows. 
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A cross between polo and 
a gladiator combat, the 
Afghan winter sport of boz- 
khashi literally means 
“goat-grabbing,” although 
calves, some weighing up to 
50 kilogrammes, are more 
commonly used. 

The object of the game is 
to pluck the headless calf 
from a circle painted on the 
ground, cut through a 
throng of some 200 
mounted novices hanging 
out on the periphery of the 
main players, and ride like 
fury to a distant flag, then 
return and drop the calf in 
the circle again. 

Played by the Uzbeks, 
Tajiks and Turkomans of 
northern Afghanistan, boz- 
kashi is a cultural relic of 
ancient nomadic ancestors, 
who some say preferred live 
prisoners-of-war to dead 
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animals for the sport. 

The game sounds simple 
enough but it is very 
dangerous to play and re- 
quires great skill to “score a 
goal,” for although 
Afghans pretend bozkashi 
is played by two teams, 
most players scorn the be- 
nefits of group cooperation 
for the greater glory of solo 
victory.” 

In true Afghan tradition, 
personal competition is 
fierce, and the only true 
team-work in bozkashi is 
between tire roaster-players 
— called chapandaz — and 
their specially trained 
horses, which are valued as 
high as $15,000 each. 

One of the horsemen 
broke free from the mob 
with the calf wedged under 
his leg and dashed at full 
gallop across the open plain 


towards the flag as challen^ 
gets followed in hot pursuit. 

Whips in mouths and 
steering their mounts by 
their stirrups, two riders 
each fought with both 
hands in a tug-of-war for 
possession of the calf, until 
one broke free, wheeled 
around the flag and charged 
back to the arcle to chop 
the carcass. 

The judges passed over 
wads of cash prize-money 
as a herald bawled the win- 
ner’s name out loud and 
other players, who perhaps 
rode interference for the 
winner, crowded in to claim 
a share of the money. 

Children peddled locally- 
made popcorn and smug- 
gled American cigarettes as 
the bozkashi sponsor 
announced a new prize. 


m«u ung the frenzy all over 
again and continuing until 
the carcass was reduced to a 
ragged fleshless pelt. 

B o z ka sh i was often used 
as a metaphor to describe 
the cold war struggle be- 
tween the superpowers in 
which Afghanistan itself 
was the contested prize. 

But sadly, long after the 
Soviet Red Army and the 
defeat of the Afghan com- 
munists, the imagery is still 
appropriate. 

In April 1992 the ma- 
jahedeen captured Kabul 
but competing factions are 
still engaged in a bloody 
struggle for absolute power. 

If the current grab for 
Kabul proves as difficult as 
bozkashi, then the capital 
faces the same fate as the 
carcass — total annihila- 
tion. 


civilians ana aamaging 
homes. 

Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz on Saturday 
urged the waning Kurds to 
accept President Saddam 
Hussein’s offer to mediate. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman CCZ per cent. 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 
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ZARQA: 
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Amal Hospital 674155 
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Zarqa National 
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Greek CaboficHmcferi (02)27225 
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Armed guards ride train 
to Egypt’s tourist sites 


ON BOARD TRAIN 84, 
Egypt (AFP) — Tourist train 
number 84 readied to pull oat 
'of Cairo station under tight 
security, as it does every 
ni ght for its 90fckDoiiietxe 
journey south. 

. Aimed poticemeo, many 
with dogs, patrolled die plat- 
fonns as tourists slippe d past 
the guards and the bustling 
crowds loaded down with 
string-tied suitcases and 
.boxes of chicking chickens. 

Egyptians had to show 
their rickets and some were 
searched. 

The trip from Cairo to 
Aswan in Upper Egypt costs 
around $85, about the same 
as a plane ticket, for a night’s 
accommodation complete 
with dinner in an atmosphere 
re mini scen t of the Orient Ex- 
press. 

Alcoholic drinks flow liber- 
ally on the train run by the 
Compagnie Franchise des 
Wagons-Lits. 

A normal train fine costs 
$15, but most are off-tarite to 
t on rk te for security reasons. 

Stewards were posted at 
the front of each carriage, 
police inspected compart- 
ments and tiie train left 
accompanied by guards 
armed with assault nfles in 
«»w gma room s at the front and 

tiie back. 

The 15-hour journey pas- 
ses throngh the heartland of 
Muslim militan t s , who have 
been campaigning to topple 
the government smee March 
1992 in a bloody conflict 
winch has le ft almost 600 
dead, indoding 12 tourists. 

- Earlier in January, the very 
'same train was attacked just 
north of Luxor and two 
Argentine tourists and four 
Egyptians were wounded. 

But the tight security a 
week later surprised many of 
tiie 140 passengers, induding 
SO tourists, mostly Russians 
and Axeentines, seated in 


the rest of the tram. 

“It frightens me ” said os- 
year-old American Betty 
Graham, but one Australian 
woman who d id not want to 

be named found k reassuring. 
Texan Michefie Evatt, 29t 
said: “I wrote my will before 
leaving.” - ■ - 

But none of those ques- 
tioned had been told of the 

dangers by their travel agen- 
cy, even though many embas- 
sies in Cairo warn their, 
nationals not to journey to 
Upper Egypt by road or 
train. 

-One U-S. tourist was sur- 
prised the train stopped 
shortly afte rw ar ds a t Giza, 
saying had been pwitJ 

it went straight through to 
Luxor. 

But later as tiie tourists 
slept it stopped again first in 
Asyut, 400 kflometres down 
the fa* a former militant 

stronghold, and then in 
Qena, 200 kilometres further 
sooth. 

Fkom there it sped on to - 
wards Luxor pasting swiftly 
ti a on g htfae area whae trains 
have been tiie target of 
attack, most of them claimed 
by the outlawed Ai Gamaa 
A1 Islamiyah. 

So far one person has died 
and 40 were wounded in 
attacks on Train 84, 10 of 
them tourists. 

At the end of December a 
policeman was killed when 
mifitants boarded tiie train, 
riiwwmg their pattern 
of firing at it from below with 
automatic weapons before 
fleeing into tiie dense cover 
of nearby. sugar-cane fields. . 

“We are waiting to die,” 
said one fatalistic steward. 

But this time, tiie journey 
was completed without any- 
thing more serious a 
blocked door .between two 
carriages. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE reports 15 m&ine accidents . 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Tanker collisions and leaks from 
oil terminals caused 15 marine pollution accidents in the 
United Arab Emirates. (UAE) m 1994, an official report 
said cm Saturday. The worst accident occ urred . in -Maiicn.off 
the eastern port of Fhjeirah, whfin. nearly 15*000 tonnes of- 
crude spilled into the Gulf -Oman after two tankers 
collided, the report by the coastguard, authorities said 
Other accidents involved damage to oil pipelines and 
loading terminals but were not senous, the report said. Six 
accidents occurred in Dubai, five in Abu Dhabi and the rest 
in the other five emirates. The report made no mention of 
daily dumping of sludge and other waste by tankers' 
deaning their off storage tanks. . 

Saddam uses a double— Sunday Times 

LONDON (AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein i 
employs a double to avoid being assassinated during public 
appearances, Tbe Sunday limes reported. The paprir said 
the double whose real name was Fawaz Al Emari had been 
given plastic surgery to make him look even more like tbe 
Iraqi leader. The Sunday Times carried on its front page a 
photograph widely published two years ago p ur port in g to : 
show President Saddam bathing in the Tigris River. The 


show President Saddam bathing in the Tigris River. The 
legend underneath the photo said: “Guess who? No, it’s 
not Saddam Hussein.” The paper’s report said: “The first 
confirmation of what had previously only been subjected ; 
comes from an army officer who was himself forced to act 
as dm double for Uday” the Iraqi leader’s eldest son. Latif 
Yahia acted as Uday*s double for four years before 
m a naging to escape from Iraq and flee to Vienna where he 
obtained political asylum, tiie report said. Mr. Yahia was 
quoted as sawing that President Saddam’s fast double was 
killed in 1984 when a car-bomb exploded as the double was 
travelling in a car from Baghdad to Tikrit, President’s 
birthplace. 

Freed Briton flown to Pakistan 

KABUL (AFP) — British national Eden Fernandez who 
was held captive by an Afghan Shiite faction in west Kabul 
for eight months was flown out of Afyhanistan on a special 
Red Cross flight Sunday.- “We were requested by British ' 
diplomats pre se nt in Kabul to fly rcrnandez out of 
Afghanistan which we gladly accepted on humanitarian 
grounds,” said Peter Stocker, Kabul chief of the Interna- ■ 
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Mr. Fernan- 
dez was released Saturday by the Shnte Hezb-i-Wahdat 
faction leader Abdul Ah Mazari into the custody of 
Pakistan-based British diplomat Stephen Evans. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor re- 
turned to Jordan Saturday 
night from a working visit to 
the United States,- a Royal 
Court statement said Sunday. 

At a. ceremony at the Un- 
ited Nations on Friday, the 
National Organisation of 
Arab-American Women 
(NOAAW) presented the 
Queen with the fl Internation- 
al Award for the Promotion 
of Development, Democracy 
and Peace.” United Nations 
Fond for Popular Activities 
(UNFPA) Director-General 
Nafis Sadilc, represented the 
U-N. secretary general at the 
ceremony, which was also 
attended by several govern- 
ment officials, heads and 
members of diplomatic mis- 
sions and prominent mem- 
bers of the Arab-American 
community. 

In her address at the Un- 
ited Nations, Queen Noor 
reviewed some of the possi- 
bilities. Jordan, envisages for 
the emerging Middle East 
and emphasised the “in- 
creasingly relevant role of 
women and of organisations 
such as.... (NOAAW) to our 
(the Kingdom’s) quest for a 
new society in this era of 
transformation,” the Royal 
Court statement said. 

Speaking of the Arab 
World, the Queen sqid: “We 
must reassess our past differ- 
ences and look towards rein- 
forcing national achieve- 
ments and strengths with the 
immeasurable greater forces 
of integration and economies 
of scale; and we must develop 
a common vision of our fu- 
ture based on our shared 
history and strong cultural 
bonds." 

According to the state- 
ment, Queen Noor added 
that “The new Middle East 
that we seek to pass on to our 
children offers the promise 


of peace, development and 
stabDity. But it is impossible 
to speak credibly of these 
without speaking of social 
justice, political participation 
and fundamental human 
rights. Our countries face ihe 
common challenge to mobil- 
ise the talents ana energies of 
all their members to achieve 
economic and political de- 
velopment that is sustainable, 
equitable and responsive to 
real needs.” 

Speaking of the role of 
Arab women, Queen Noor, 
according to the statement, said 
that “while in all Ar^jb 
societies, women still face 
varying degrees of legal and 
soaal obstacles to their per- 
sonal development, profes- 
sional fulfillment and parti- 
cipation in public and politic- 
al life, large numbers of 
women have nevertheless 
contributed to and benefited 
from the development 
momentum of recent de- 
cades. Unlike their _ .prevalent 
portrayal in the West, many 
Arab women are educated, 
deeply involved in family and 
local community decisions, 
and increasingly active in 
political, professional and 
economic life at the national 
level. The rising level of 
education of Arab girls and 
women has been one of the 
most profound and positive 
forces of change in our re- 
gion.” 

Queen Noor added that 
“The world now has an excit- 
ing and historic opportunity 
to work together for human 
development goals which are 
deeply rooted in a common, 
moral legacy of justice, 
humanism and peace.” 

The statement said the 
Queen expressed her concern 
that the “new momentum of 
hope and cooperation is 
threatened by disquieting 
predictions, appearing in the 



discourse of Western 
analysts, of an inevitable and 
violent dash of cultures, par- 
ticularly between the Islamic 
and Western worlds. At this 
momen t of global change and 
hope, it would be a great 
tragedy and a tremendous 
waste to allow the ideological 
polarisation that characte- 
rised the cold war era to be 
replaced by a civilisational 
confrontation, based on 
ignorance and unfounded 
feare.” 

According to the state- 
ment, the Queen emphasised 
the role of individuals 
throughout the world and of 
international organisations in 
the establishment of a 
meaningful and constructive 
dialogue between the West- 
ern and Arab/Islamic worlds 
and in the promotion of bet- 
ter cross-cultural under- 


standing. 

The National Organisation 
of Arab-American Women is 
a non-profit organisation 
established in 1992 to prom- 
ote the interests of Arab and 
Arab-American women in 
the United States, and to 
increase their visibility and 
influence and ensure their 
representation in American 
political, social, economic 
and academic circles. 

The organisation supports 
educational and training acti- 
vities for Arab women in the 
Middle East and assists them 
in their efforts to achieve 
economic, political and social 
advancement. 

NOAAW also serves as a 
focal point for the involve- 
ment of Arabs and Arab- 
Americans in activities that 
enhance opportunities for 
women. 


Ministry to take steps to control numbers 
of higher education programme specialties 


By Ian Atalla 

Spea'aJ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In response '•■to 
the country’s * aching unem- 
ployment problems, a prop- 
osed council for accreditation 
of Jordan's college faculties 
will play a role in future 
government policy of strict 
control over the nwnber of 
university programmes in 
each academic specialty 
which would be allowed to 
operate in the Kingdom, as 
well as the number of stu- 
dents each faculty may admit. 
Minister of Higher Education 
Rateb Saoud said Sunday. 

“We wfli strictly control 
the output of graduates from 
universities in Jordan, both 
the public and the private 
ones,” Dr. Saoud told the 
Jordan Times. 

For example, because of 
the current profound over- 

in to d^Jcraf^rfi^iarket, 
“we can definitely say that we 
may dose a certain number 
of engineering programmes 
in a certain number of univer- 
sities," be explained. In addi- 
tion to this, “we may grant 
certain facilities accredita- 
tion, but tell them you can 
only accept 30 students per 
year in this school’.” 

The proposed committee. 


currently referred to in offi- 
cial legal drafts as “The Asso- 
ciation for Accreditation of 
Higher Education,” and ten- 
tatively due to be finalised 
within two weeks, would 
work as a sub-council answer- 
able to the Council of Higher 
Education and bring “a more 
serious approach" to official 
evaluation and rating of high- 
er education programmes in 
Jordan, Dr. Saoud said. 

For one, he explained, it 
would begin work in what he 
felt was a currently loose area 
by setting up in-depth accre- 
ditation programmes for pub- 
tic universities. Current stan- 
dards for accrediting private 
universities would also be 
raised significantly, be 
added. 

However, although Dr. 
Saoud did not lay out the 
exact roles the proposed 
committee would play in en- 
forcing strict limits in num- 
bers and student admissions 
of university departments per 
specialty field, due to the still 
unfinalised nature of the 
committee, this, for him, was 
“the most significant aspect" 
of its task. 

Throughout the previous 
year. Dr. Saoud has repe- 
atedly stated that stem mea- 
sures were needed to curb 
overflows of graduates in cer- 


tain specialties where current 
job market openings are 
scant or nonexistent. He also 
stressed tbe need to boost. the 
number of faculties' and stu- 
dents enrolled in other spe- 
cialties which are underman- 
ned in the Kingdom — and 
that Jordan's higher educa- 
tion sector must face the 
tough realities of the tight 
local job market and its 
limitations. 

Experts have often noted 
that while unemployed 
graduates abound in some 
specialties, notable among 
them engineering and busi- 
ness administration, medium- 
level professional technicians 
and specialists, as well as 
skilled tradespeople, are bad- 
ly needed by employers but 
often difficult to find. 

Such experts have pointed 
to this poor conformity of 
university graduates to tbe 
actual demands of the labour 
market, as playing a substan- 
tial hand in Jordan’s soaring 
unemployment rate — over 
18 per cent as of 1993, 
according to Minisrry of 
Labour statistics. 

“We will have two fixture 
goals,” said Dr. Saoud: “To 
insure that all students who 
do enter Jordanian universi- 
ties have good scores on the 


tawjihi, and to oblige other 
students" who choose to 
study. in Jordan “to enter 
programmes such as applied 
professional studies in the 
community colleges." 

Thus, he hoped, tbe com- 
ing classes of university and 
college graduates would be 
brought into greater con- 
formity with the actual de- 
mands of the Kingdom’s job 
market. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Saoud said 
that greater attention to thor- 
ough evaluation of university 
programmes by the new 
accreditation committee 
would bring Jordan's higher 
education community more 
in line with international 
standards and policies at 
large. “In other countries, 
they are much tougher on 
their public universities than 
we are here,” he noted. 

As well, the committee's 
work would most likely in- 
volve the participation of “in- 
ternational experts from 
other Arab and foreign coun- 
tries” to give their input into 
the evaluation programmes 
initiatied by the committee, 
and into any final decisions 
taken by the committee on 
granting or withholding 
accreditation to individual 
university faculties. 


Proposed national company 
to search for oil, gas 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources has final- 
ised plans to establish a 
national ofl and natural gas 
exploration company as well 
as a mining company in the 
Azraq region to search for 
other minerals, according to 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwazeh. 

In a statement to the press 
Sunday, Mr. Darwazeh said 
the two companies are ex- 
pected to be setup in three to 
four months. 

Although optimistic about 
finding commercially feasible 


various parts of the country, 
the minister said that sear- 
ches conducted so far have 
come up with only 15 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s needs. 

The national company will 
either conduct its own ex- 
plorations or work in con- 
junction with oil firms, the 
minister said, adding that the 
company will be wholly own- 
ed by the state in the initial 
stages, but later the private 
sector could be invited to 
purchase shares. 

Referring to electric pow- 
er, he said that the Kingdom 
was expected to witness signi- 
ficant growth in industry and 
a major increase in electricity 
consumption rates. 


Britain to help Jordan 
combat drug trafficking 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
head of the international 
assistance branch at the Brit- 
ish Customs and Excise De- 
partment, now on a visit to 
Jordan, Sunday expressed his 
country’s readiness to pro- 
vide technical assistance to 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) to help it combat 
drug trafficking. 

Tom Matthews, who 
started a visit to the Kingdom 
Saturday, was speaking to 
PSD Director General 
Lieutenant General Abdul 
Rahman Ucfwan with whom 
be discussed prospects for 


mutual cooperation in cur- 
tailing drug trafficking opera- 
tions in the region. 

Mr. Matthews was quoted 
as saying that his talks in 
Jordan would give the way 
for British assistance to the 
PSD. 

He said the British customs 
department hopes to lay the 
foundation for close coopera- 
tion with the PSD in stem- 
ming smuggling, particularly 
drug trafficking.. 

For his part Lt. Gen. 
Udwan said that the King- 
dom does not have a problem 
with drug addiction, and the 
number of addicts are few. 


‘Developed countries should lift restraints 
on imports from developing countries 9 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb Sunday called for the 
lifting of what he said were 
conditions and restraints im- 
posed by developed countries 
on imports from tbe develop- 
ing world despite preferential 
trade agreements. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb, addres- 
sing the opening session of a 
three-day seminar on bow 
Jordan could benefit from 
international trade agree- 
ments, said the government 
was also exerting efforts to* 
increase Jordan’s exports and 
help local industries increase 
output. 

“Jordan is reviewing its 
economic policies, and this 
seminar is of key importance 
to the country," Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said, noting that the 
gathering was dedicated to 
discussing the requirements 
and procedures related to ex- 
ports under preferential trade 
agreements such as the 
Generalised System of Pre- 
ferences (GSP) and others. 

“At a time when export 
promotion is a policy of most 
governments, and the private 
sector is assuming increased 
interest in opportunities, we 
find that developed countries 
are attaching some limita- 
tions and conditions to im- 
ports from developing coun- 
tries," Mr. Abul Ragheb 
said. These include criteria or 
origin, local industrial input 
and other parameters as well 
as exclusion of some pro- 
ducts, be noted. 

“The GSP scheme has not 
achieved its goals,” said the 
minister. “If the GSP goals 
were to be achieved, then all 
restrictions and limitations 
imposed by the developed 
countries on imports from the 
developing countries should 
be removed.” 

Mr. Abul Ragheb as well 
as other speakers at the semi- 
nar noted that Jordan's in- 
dustrial base was relatively 
small and exports from the 
Kingdom did not pose any 
threat to developing coun- 
tries. 

GSP is a preferential trade 
system under which de- 
veloped countries give 
customs-duty treatment to 
imports from developing 
countries without any recip- 
rocal action. But most of the 



to* 


Minister of Industry and Trade Ali Abul Preferences and other trade laws and 
Ragheb Sunday presides over a national market access conditions to Jordanian 
seminar on the Generalised System of exports (Petra photo) 


developing countries signa- 
tory to the accord insist on 
the exporters meeting what is 
widely seen as an ever- 
increasing list of require- 
ments. 

The seminar that opened 
Sunday at the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry is organised 
by the chamber in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD). 

During the course of the 
three-day event, UNCTAD 
officials! European Union 
and U.S. representatives and 
local and foreign experts are 
scheduled to address the au- 
dience on the various aspects 
of international trade accords 
and how to implement them 
to the best of Jordan's advan- 
tage. 

Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
president of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, told 
the opening session that the 
Jordanian government was 
actively engaged in efforts to 
promote exports and widen 
the Kingdom's industrial 
scope by helping the private 
sector. 

As such, he said, detailed 
discussions on trade agree- 
ments and practices aimed at 
familiarising Jordanian ex- 
porters on bow to- use -the 
accord would be much more 
beneficial to the private sec- 
tor as well as the economy as 
a whole if it leads to higher 


exports. 

“The seminar is an insepar- 
able part of the efforts to 
advance the national eco- 
nomy," he said. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said 
Japan, the United States and 
Europe exported $1,907 mil- 
lion worth of goods to Jordan 
in 1993 while tbe Kingdom's 
exports to these countries 
were $79 million. Europe 
alone exported goods worth 
$1,083 million to Jordan in 
1993, while taking in $42 
million in Jordanian exports, 
he said, calling for stepped up 
efforts at all levels to address 
the imbalance. 

Teruo Ujje, UNCTAD 
coordinator on technical 
cooperation programmes on 
GSP and other trade laws, 
described the seminar as an 
important activity that would 
help Jordan's exporters. 

“The active presence of 
experts from various orga- 
nisations at this seminar is a 
clear reflection of their in- 
terest in providing technical 
cooperation as a means to 
assist your country to further 
its external trade sector,” 
Mr. Ujje told the meeting. 
“The utilisation of the va- 
rious forms of preferential 
tradti will assist your country 
. tb - gain fa'creased market ac-" 
cess.” 

Diego Brasioii, charge 
d'affaires at the Italian 
embassy, noted that the deci- 


sion of his government to 
finance the seminar “shows 
the interest of Italy in prom- 
oting the full advantages of 
trade systems in order to 
allow the exporters to take 
greater advantage of trade 
accords when armed with the 
knowledge of the theoretical 
and practical steps of ap- 
plying them." 

Quoting from the final dec- 
laration of the Oct. 30-Nov. 1 
economic summit held in 
Casablanca on economic de- 
velopment of the Middle East 
and North Africa, Mr. Bra- 
sioii emphasised the need to 
lift trade barriers, including 
boycotts. “It is a commitment 
taken seriously by the gov- 
ernment of Italy,” he said. 

Omar Hashem, resident 
representative of the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme in Jordan, said there 
was “no question that pre- 
ferential trade, either 
through GSP or bilateral 
treaties, creates economic in- 
centives to the benefit of 
developing countries.” 

Noting that UNDP has fi- 
nanced and is continuing to 
fund GSP-related projects at 
various levels. Dr. Hashem 
expressed hope that “activi- 
ties such’ as lhe present semi- 
nar can "actively contribute to 
■further developing a 4>etter 
knowledge in the country 
needed to achieve its objec- 
tives of development." 


Qaqish leaves today to take up post in Iraq 

New envoy: ties with Ira c 1} Gulf not mutually exclusive 


By Samir Barhomn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
newly-appointed ambassa- 
dor to Iraq, Bassam Qaq- 
ish, has underlined that 
Jordan’s pursuit to improve 
relations with Arab Gulf 
countries would in no way 
affect its good relations 
with Iraq. 

Mr. Qaqish, who is leav- 
ing for Baghdad today to 
assume his post, said Jor- 
dan's relations with any 
single country would not 
affect its relations with any 
other country. 

“Jordan’s relations with 
Iraq, the Gulf countries or 
other Arab countries are 
not influenced by its rela- 
tions with any Arab coun- 
try,” said Mr. Qaqish, a 
former minister of water 
and irrigation and inspector 
general of the Armed 
Forces. 

“Jordan deals with Arab 
countries on the same foot- 
ing and in accordance with 
international principles. In 
addition, these relations 
are governed by brotherly 
and historical ties,” Mr. 
Qaqish said. 

He emphasised that Jor- 
dan, under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, has always been the 
first to underline the need 
ro preserve good relations 
among Arab countries. 

Mr. Qaqish emphasised 
that the Kingdom’s call to 
end the sanctions imposed 
on Iraq since its invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990 was 


not based on purely econo- 
mic reasons, but rather on 
humanitarian and cultural 
reasons. 

“The sanctions are not 
only preventing the entry 
of material to the country, 
but have led to other nega- 
tive consequences, even in 
cultural fields,” he said, 
expressing optimism that 
the sanctions would be 
lifted soon. 

“By nature I am optimis- 
tic, and no doubt the siege 
will be eventually lifted. It 
is just a matter of time 
because really, the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people is 
great; besides the sanctions 
are affecting Jordan as 
well,” he said. 

The ambassador voiced 
hope that the sanctions will 
be lifted, saying there were 
significant indications that 
the way Iraq is viewed at 
the regional and interna- 
tional levels is different 
from tbe way it was one or 
two years ago, especially 
after Iraq recognised its 
borders with Kuwait. 

He said it was up to the 
U.N. to decide whether 
Iraq is in compliance with 
the relevant Security Coun- 
cil resolutions issued during 
and after the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Qaqish welcomed in- 
itiatives, taken by France 
and some Arab countries to 
partially lift the sanctions. 

“These initiatives, 
whether taken by France or 
the United Arab Emirates, 
call for optimism that the 
sanctions will end soon," 
he said. “Ultimately neith- 


er we nor the international 
community nor any human 
being condones keeping a 
whole people under siege.” 

France last week decided 
to open an interests section 
at the Romanian embassy 
in Baghdad amid protests 
by the United States and 
Britain. Meanwhile, UAE 
officials were urging 
Kuwait to ease the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people. 

Iraqi Deputy Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz said in 
New York earlier this 
month that he expected tbe 
sanctions to be partially 
lifted within a period of two 
months. 

Jordan, Mr. Qaqish said, 
implements the resolutions 
as any other country, 
although it is one of the 
countries most affected by 
them. 

The lifting of the sanc- 
tions regime will certainly 
have positive effects on the 
Jordanian and Iraqi econo- 
mies, particularly since the 
Gulf of Aqaba has been the 
only port permitted to take 
in materials alloWed by the 
sanctions for transport to 
Iraq, Mr. Qaqish said. 

“Jordan has always cal- 
led for discussing the issue 
logically to come up with 
comprehensive solutions, 
not partial ones, to empha- 
sise good neighbourly rela- 
tions and good inter-Arab, 
Arab- Islamic and Arab- 
international relations," 
Mr. Qaqish asserted. 

“Jordan, under the lead- 
ership of His Majesty, is 
known for being the first on 



Bassam Qaqish 
more than one occasion to 
call for the use of reason 
not force, and dialogue not 
violence," the ambassador 
said. 

He expressed confidence 
that all of the region's 
countries, including Iraq, 
will be included in any new 
regional order resulting 
from the Middle East peace 
process, saying King Hus- 
sein and ms Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
have always reiterated that 
all the region’s countries 
will be partners in actively 
contributing to planning 
and organising such an 
order. 

Saying he feels “hon- 
oured" to be chosen for the 
post, Mr. Qaqish said he 
was eager to assume his 
duties in Baghdad. 

Mr. Qaqish, a former army 
officer and minister of water 
and irrigation, said he ex- 
pected fall cooperation from 
the Iraqi government. 

Mr. Qaqish will succeed 
Nasouh A1 Majali, who will 
be serving as the Kingdom’s 
ambassador to Canada. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


CONCERT 

^ Concert by Spanish jazz pianist Tele 
MaatoUn at PhDadelpfaia Hotel at 8;00 

pjn, 

FILMS 

^ FBm (in French) entitled “Le Dernier 
Metro” at the French Cmtaral Centre at 
MD pjn. 

ft Fflm entitied ‘The Ufa of Leonardo Da 
Vh»d (Part IH) (with commentary in Arabic 

by Dr. KbaHd Khrdg) at Darat A1 Fimtm at 

5:30 p.m. 

LECTURES Ma’iz” (Tbe Goat Island) and another one 

entitled “Kbyar Kardabek” respectively at 
w Slide lecture (In German and Arabic) 5 : oo p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the Royal 

entitled “The German and Turkish Reb- Cultural Centre, 

fives of Joha” tty Dr- Dieter Glade at the 

Association of Jordanian Writers at &30 EXHIBITIONS 

* Ledm entitled “llie Dead S« Scrolls” by * Chadr^’sworfe 

Dr. Mahmoud Aba Takb at the Friends of Centre Pamkng 

Archadogy Centre at 7:00 pjn. classes) at Goethe Institute. 

r ft Exhibition of works by Iraqi artist 

1USD JORDANIAN DRAMA FESTIVAL Fakhir Muhammad at tbe Ab’ad Art 

☆ Plays (in Arabic) entitled “Jaadrat A! Gallery. 


State universities assign 10% 
enrolment to non- Jordanians 


.AMMAN (Petra) — Ten per 
cent of the total number of 
seats at Jordanian state uni- 
versities have been assigned 
for non-Jordanian students 
for the 1994-1995 academic 
year, according to the direc- 
tor of ihe Ministry of Higher 
Education’s Non-Jordanian 
Students Department, 
Mohammad Kharabsheh. 

Mr. Kharabsheh said. 


1,000 students from Arab and 
Islamic countries were enrol- 
led this year, raising to 4,361 
the total number of non- 
Jordanian students now 
attending state universities. 

Of the total, 1,100 are from 
Malaysia and 1,453 are from 
Palestine, Mr. Kharabsheh 
said. 

Non-Jordanian Arab and 


Muslim students are enrolled 
at all major universities in the 
Kingdom. 

According to Mr. Kharab- 
sheh, the atmosphere of sta- 
bility and security in Jordan 
and the certificate/diploma 
equivalency agreements 
attract students from various 
parts of the Arab and Muslim 
world. 
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Clinton seeks to rally 
Democrats following rout 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton, 
seeking to rally his Democra- 
tic Party after its rout last fell, 
called Saturday for coopera- 
tion with Republicans as the 
party reorganises to plan for 
the 1996 elections. 

Paraphrasing Mark Twain, 
the president quipped: “Re- 
ports of our demise are prem- 
ature.” 

But Mr. Clinton said the 
Democrats should follow a 
strategy of working with the 
new majority where possible, 

while highli ghtin g differences 
on matters of principle. 

“There are many areas in 
which we can find agreement. 
We must be big enough to 
seek those areas,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said at a meeting of the 
Democratic National Com- 
mittee to install its new lead- 
ership. 

Senator Christopher Dodd 
of Connecticut was sworn in 
as general chairman of the 
party while Don Fowler was 
named national chairman 
under a new structure prop- 
osed by Mr. Clinton. 

The new hierarchy, similar 
to that used by Republicans, 
gives the Democrats a prom- 
inent. articulate national 
spokesman while leaving Mr. 
Fowler in charge of day-to- 
day management of the par- 
ty- 

“He (Dodd) is not afraid to 
fight,” Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Dodd said meanwhile 
that the party must not dwell 
on its mistakes, which re- 
sulted in the election land- 


slide Nov. S that gave Repub- 
licans control of both houses 
of Congress for the first time in 
•10 years. 

“The wake is over,” Mr. 
Dodd said. “The period of 
mourning is behind us." 

Under the new political 
landscape, the Republicans 
are expected to seek deep 
cuts in social programmes in 
a bid to reduce the size of 
government, in some cases 
dismantling programmes 
built up by Democratic admi- 
nistrations since the 1930s. 

A poll released Saturday 
by U.S. News and World 
Report showed 54 per cent of 
respondents believed Mr. 
Clinton should cooperate 
with the new majority in 
Congress, while 35 per cent 
said he should fight for 
Democratic positions. 

While Mr. Clinton called 
for cooperation, he suggested 
this would have limits. 

“I don’t believe govern- 
ment is inherently bad,” he 
said. 

Mr. Clinton and the newly 
reorganised party have nearly 
two years before the 1996 
elections to reverse the par- 
ty’s fortunes in its bid to 
regain a congressional major- 
ity and maintain the White 
House. 

This is a tall order, even 
though polls have shown a 
slight rise in Mr. Clinton's 
popularity despite his low 
profile in recent weeks. 

Although Mr. Clinton is 
trying to portray himself as a 
moderate, Mr. Dodd is clear- 
ly from the liberal wing of the 


China, Taiwan open 
new round of talks 


party, which seems at odds 
with this new strategy. 

But analysts say the choice 
of Mr. Dodd may be a smart 
one by solidifying the party’s 
base among liberals. 

“No matter where Bill 
Clinton claims he is moving, 
the Democratic Party is a 
liberal party in the United 
States. Clinton is not even in 
the ballgame if he cannot 
hold down his base,” said 
Stephen Hess, a presidency 
scholar with the Brookings 
Institution. 

Quayle fit for nomination 

Meanwhile, in Indianapolis 
former Vice President Dan 
Quayle said Saturday be ex- 
pects to become a formal 
candidate for the Republican 
presidential nomination in 
mid-April, and despite two 
recent stays in hospital is in 
top health for the fight. 

“In the coming weeks... I 
will be making some impor- 
tant decisions about the fu- 
ture... but I do want you to 
knc-w this: My doctors told 
me ‘you can go wherever you 
want, you can do whatever 
you want and you can say 
whatever yon want’," he said 
in remarks prepared for de- 
livery at a sales convention. 

“My friends, I am back in 
the arena — and that’s where 
I'm going to stay.” 

Before his speech, Mr. 
Quayle released a brief state- 
ment saying he planned to 
file a declaration of his can- 
didacy with the Federal Elec- 
tion Commission by Feb. 21 


Mandela 
to visit 
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Vehicles and tents form a new community Saturday for 
some of those left homeless from the Jan. 17 earthquake. 


Many school pl a yg roun ds and public parks are 
camping grounds for victims (AFP photo) 


Grim day’s work in Kobe for crew 
digging out collapsed apartment 


BELTING (AFP) — China 
and Taiwan began five days 
of talks here Sunday aimed at 
reaching agreements on re- 
patriating mainland plane hi- 
jackers and settling differ- 
ences over fishing and illegal 
immigration. 

The latest round between 
the two semi-official front 
organisations — China’s 
Association for Relations 
across the China Strait 
(ARATS) and Taiwan’s 
Straits Exchange Foundation 
(SEIp — indude three days 
of high-level talks between 
the movements’ respective 
vice-presidents Tang Shnbei 
and Chiao Jen-ho. 

It is the seventh meeting of 
the two organisations since 
the historic April 1993 sum- 
mit in Singapore between 
their presidents Wang 
Daohan and Koo Chcn-fu 
and the third meeting since 
Tang visited Taiwan in Au- 
gust last year. 

“Despite our political dif- 
ferences I hope we can reach 
an agreement on the main 
points,” Mr. Tang told repor- 
ters before the talks began in 
the Diaoyutai guest bouse in 
the west of the capital. 

“In 1994 we were able to 
overcome difficulties and 
have kept up a dialogue be- 
tween our two associations.” 
he said in an oblique refer- 
ence to several incidents 
which have marred Sino- 
Taiwanese relations. 

The most serious were the 
murder of 24 Taiwanese on a 
pleasure boat on Lake Qian- 


dao, east China, in March 
and the November bombing 
by Taiwanese artillery of a 
Chinese village in Fujian pro- 
vince, south-east China, in- 
juring four people. 

The presence of Taiwan’s 
vice-premier Hsu Li-teh at 
the Asian Games in Hiroshi- 
ma, Japan in October, also 
angered the Chinese 

Taiwan's offensive to step 
up its semi-diplomatic ex- 
changes with foreign coun- 
tries has also irritated the 
communist regime which 
sharply condemned the U.S. 
decision to increase the level 
of relations with Taipei. 

Beijing is also concerned 
about the growing independ- 
ence movement in Taipei 
which it believes could com- 
promise efforts for peaceful 
reunification. 

Sunday’s talks began in a 
relaxed atmosphere. But all 
previous rounds have failed 
to reach any agreement be- 
cause the negotiations raise 
the thorny issue of legal 
sovereignty. 

Beijing has viewed Taiwan 
as a renegade province since 
the end of the 1949 civil war 
when Chinese communists 
defeated the nationalists and 
drove them off the mainland. 

Between April 1993 and 
August 1994 Chinese nation- 
als hijacked 16 planes to 
Taiwan. All were arrested, 
but Taiwan refused to send 
them back to China after 
their trials, insisting that they 
serve out their prison terms 
first. 


India 


NEW DELHI (R) — South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela this week makes his 
first state visit to India, a 
nation linked to the apartheid 
struggle through its founding 
father Mahatma Gandhi. 

“Our victory is the victory 
of India as well,” Mr. Man- 
dela said in a recent interview 
with’ the Hindu newspaper. 
"It is in this spirit that I am 
going .there.” 

Mr. Mandela, who will ar- 
rive Tuesday, will be guest of 
honour at India's Republic 
Day celebrations Jan. 26. 
when it stages a major milit- 
ary and civil parade to mark 
the day India launched its 
democratic constitution. 

The South African leader, 
who was last in India in Octo- 
ber 1990, will also visit parlia- 
ment and unveil a statue to 
India’s first prime minister, 
Jawabarlal Nehru. 

He will meet Indian Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, speak to Indian indus- 
trialists and sign a number of 
genera] cooperation agree- 
ments between India and 
South Africa. 

“The visit will consolidate 
the historic bonds between, 
the two countries," said 
An and Sharma. chairman of 
the Indian-South African 
Friendship Association. “It is 
of great emotional signifi- 
cance for India and its peo- 
ple.” 


KOBE, Japan (API — The 
wind was chilly, (he sky was 
threatening, and the work 
was grim and dirty. 

In the earthquake-ravaged 
centre of Kobe, what had 
been a nondescript seven- 
story apartment house was 
reduced to a pile of rubble. 

Somewhere under tonnes 
of cement and steel were a 
dozen people. Workers 
hoped to find them alive but 
knew the odds were with 
death. 

In two days of arduous 
digging. 25 people had been 
puiled out — only five of 
them alive. 

“The situation is terrible, 
and it’s going to get worse." 
said a crewman, a member of 
the self-defence forces, one 
of thousands of troops dis- 
patched to the scene of Tues- 
day's devastating quake. 

“We're doing all we can. 
and we hope that there'll be 
more cases like the little boy 
we rescued last night." he 
said. 

That little boy was one of 
the few bright spots in a bleak 
landscape. His name was 
Shinsuke Yamada. Nine 
years- old. he was rescued 
nearly 60 hours after the 
quake. 

He suffered some injuries 


to his hands and face, but he 
was hospitalised in good con- 
dition. His mother was not so 
lucky. Rescue workers pulled 
her body from the rubble. 
His father was rescued alive. 

The apartment house 
where they lived was built 
soon after the war. When 
standing, it housed a store on 
the ground floor, offices on 
the second, and 21 apart- 
ments. 

Part of the building caught 
fire Tuesday following the 
quake, so the rescue effort 
did not get under way in ear- 
nest until the following day. 

The apartment house's 
owner, Yoshiaki Yamaguchi. 
had been there everyday 
since the quake, watching the 
workers dig. 

“It's awful." he said. 

. Four large cranes were 
being used to lift the rubble 
piece by piece, so as not to 
crush anyone pinned be- 
neath. The cranes' pincers 
seized chunks of reinforced 
concrete and refrigerators. 

As the rescuers dug, they 
occasionally came across 
valuables such as documents 
or jewelry. They would carry 
them carefully into a small lot 
designated as a morgue area 
for family members to claim. 


Aya Koizumi, 20. went to 
high school with one of those 
trapped inside. She came to 
watch and pray. 

“I hope he’s still alive,” 
she said. “There's still a 
chance they can save him.” 

Shohei Kamata was a col- 
lege classmate of one of those 
buried in the building. He 
was living in another part of 
Japan when the quake hit but 
hurried home to check on 
friends and family. 

“I saw lots of coverage of 
the earthquake on TV, so 
I’ve gotten used to the terri- 
ble scenes, but still it’s a 
shock to see the actual 
thing.” he said. 

Yoshikazu Saito, a neigh- 
bour who is a mechanical 
engineer, patronises a dentist 
who had an office in building. 

“If the quake had been two 
hours later, he would have 
been under that rubble,” Mr. 
Saito said, adding that the 
dentist usually arrived for 
work at 7 a.m. 

At mid-morning, there was 
a ripple of activity. The work- 
ers had found, something. . 

'The heavy equipment was 
called off. Army and police 
rescue workers moved in with 
shovels and pickaxes. They, 
dug with those, and with their 


hands. 

Forty minutes later, they 
brought out what turned out 
to be the first of three bodies. 

Relatives standing by were 
red-eyed and tearful. Anger, 
-exhaustion and frustration 
were beginning to take their 
toll. 

When the bodies were 
found, tensions boiled oyer. 

Four young men, relatives 
of some of those trapped, 
became furious when they 
saw news photographers tak- 
ing pictures of the dead being 
pulled from the rubble. 

They attacked two API 
photographers, kicking one 
and breaking the cameras of 
both. 

“How can you take pic- 
tures of our dead while we’re 
suffering?” they shouted. 

The workers did what they 
could to shield the privacy of 
the dead. While some pulled 
out bodies, others held up 
blankets to block the view of 
bystanders. 

The workers took the 
bodies to a makeshift mor- 
gue. a little empty lot with 
buildings on both sides with a 
blanket hung across it so peo- 
ple couldn't look inside. 

To one side of the entry- 
way lay a bunch of flowers. 


Rescuers begin clearing 
snow near Kashmir tunnel 


JAMMU. India (R) — Indi- 
an authorities began clearing 
three-metre deep scow near a high- 
altitude tunnel Sunday after 
avalanches closed a key 
Kashmir highway last week. 
trappin g thousands of motor- 
ists and travellers. 

The road — which links 
Jammu, the winter capital of 
the northermcst Jammu and 
Kashmir state, with Srinagar, 
the summer capital — re- 
mained blocked for the 
seventh day after India's 
worst avalanche disaster. 

More than 5,000 people 
were rescued after falling 
rocks and scow pushed vehi- 
cles off the strategic Hima- 
layan 290 kilometre highway. 


Police said about 110 peo- 
ple were killed by the avalan- 
ches. but authorities in New 
Delhi have confirmed only 50 
deaths. Unconfirmed reports 
say 250 may have been killed. 

Officials said it would take 
a week to shovel off the snow 
but could take longer de- 
pending on weather condi- 
tions. 

Angry citizens voiced con- 
cern about what they said was 
the government’s lack of 
foresight. 

“The government is re- 
sponsible." Tafiq Sadiq, Sri- 
nagar district chief of India's 
ruling Congress Party, told 
Reuters by telephone*. 


Sri Lankan truce 
extended; military 
eases goods embargo 


Forrest Gump leads pack 
in Golden Globe awards 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Hollywood kicked off its 
movie award season Satur- 
day with the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association’s 
Golden Globes presenta- 
tion. and the film “Forrest 
Gump” look the top three 
honours. 

Tom Hanks, one of the 
more acclaimed actors in 
recent years who won an 
Oscar last year for his role 
as the AIDS-afflicted 
lawyer in “Philadelphia.” 
was’ voted movie actor of 
the year for bis starring role 
in “Gump.” 

Robert Zemeckis won 
best director for the film 
and "Gump.” produced by 
Paramount Pictures, was 
also voted best film of the 
year. 

In doing so he beat out 
Quentin Tarantino, who 
directed the psychodrama 
“Pulp Fiction. “and had 
been widely touted for an 
Oscar over his Miramax 
production about Los 
Angeles' crime underworld. 
Tarantino took consolation 
in winning the best screen- 
play award. 

But “gump" was the 
clear winner of the evening. 
Mr. Hanks beat out John 
Travolta for the best actor 
award, despite the latter’s 


powerful performance in 
“Pulp Fiction.” “Gump” 
was also voted best movie 
of the year. 

“Pulp Fiction” had been 
nominated for six Golden 
Globes and "Forrest 
Gump" for seven. 

The other three-award 
winner was Disney's “The 
Lion King," which took 
honours for best musical or 
comedy film, best original 
score and best original 
song. 

Jessica Lange won the 
Golden Globe for best ac- 
tress for her role as the 
nuiitM ; »nv in the movie 
“Blue Sky," beating out 
such luminaries as Jodie 
Foster, nominated for 
“Nell," and Meryl Streep, 
who got the nod for “The 
River Wild.” 

British actor Hugh Grant 
took the award for best 
actor in a musical or com- 
edy picture for his madcap 
role in “Four Weddings ana 
a Funeral” and was joined 
on the honours list by fel- 
low countrywoman Miran- 
da Richardson. Ms. 
Richardson got a Golden 
Globe for best supporting 
actress in a TV series or 
made-for-T.V. movie for 
“Fatherland,” which aired 
on HBO, Home Broadcast- 


ing Operation. 

Edward James Oimos 
took the Globe as best sup- 
porting actor in die same 
category for his role in 
“The Burning Season." ab- 
out the destruction of the 
South American rain 
forests. 

Martin Landau, once the 
suave hero of the TV series 
“Mission Impossible.” won 
for best supporting actor in 
a motion picture for his role 
as veteran horror film star 
Bela Lugosi in “Ed wood.” 

Mr. Landau said he had 
no butterflies in his stomach 
thinking that his Golden 
Globe might lead to an 
Oscar nomination, and ulti- 
mateiy an Academy- 
Award. 

“The film was made 
some time ago. There’s no- 
thing I can do about it now. 
It would nice to win an 
Oscar but the Golden 
Globe is also nice, I just 
hope enough people saw 
and enjoyed the film. 
That's where the real satis- 
faction in acting comes 
from,” he said. 

The Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association differs 
from the Academy Awards 
by honouring television as 
well as movies, and nomi- 
nating films in both drama 
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and musical or comedy 
categories. 

On the television side. 
Gaire Danes won for best 
actress in a television drama 
series for her role in “My 
So-Called Life.” while De- 
nnis Franz won for best 


actor in the same category 
for his portrayal as the 
cynical detective in “Nypd 
IJIue." 

The best television series 
drama award went to “The 
X-Files." seen on the Fox 
television network. 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan troops and Tamil 
guerrillas extended a truce 
that had been due to expire at 
midnight Saturday, as the 
military further eased a goods 
embargo against the war-torn 
north, officials said. 

“It (the truce) is still hold- 
ing. We have no problems 
with that. As long as they 
observe it. we too will re- 
ciprocate.” said a military, 
spokesman here. 

The ceasefire, which came 
into effect two weeks ago. 
had been largely respected 
despite dozens' of minor 
violations by rebels from the 
Liberatio n Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), military offi- 
cials said. 

The truce was originally 
planned only for a 14-day 
trial period under an accord 
signed earlier this month by 
President Chandrika Kumar- 
atunga and Velupillai 
P rabh akaran, head of the 
LTTE, after a second round 
o f pea ce negotiations in the 
LTTE stronghold of northern 
Jaffna. 

But following a third round 
of talks just over a week ago. 
both sides agreed to extend 
the truce on an open-ended 
basis, although ongoing 
negotiations have so far 
failed to broach substantive 
political issu es. 

The LTTE has insisted that 
crucial political talks could 
start only when a rehabilita- 
tion and reconstruction prog- 
ramme for the war-torn 
northeast was finalised and a 
military camp in the north 
was dismantled. 

Defence authorities have 
said that the northern 
Pooneryn camp would not be 
removed, but would be pul- 
led back from a key land 
route in the region. 

Meanwhile, the military 
partially lifted an embargo 
banning specific goods from 
being exported to and im- 
ported from the LTTE-held 
north. 

Transit bans were lifted on 
12 items — short of the 20 
agreed to by the government 
delegation at the last round 


of talks with the LTTE. 

The latest items exempted 
include printing machines, 
toy guns and electrical wires, 
electric and electronic equip- 
ment, printing machines, 
gold, chemicals and motor 
spare parts. 

Some 50 goods axe still 
banned from the northern 
areas that came under milit- 
ary siege. 

Ms. Kumaratunga partially 
lifted the economic embargo 
after leading her People’s 
Alliance to victory at the 
August parliamentary elec- 
tions in a bid to open a 
dialogue with the LTTE to 
try and speed up the peace 
process. 

Among the items removed 
at that time were all medi- 
cines, food, sanitary napkins 
and kerosene oil. 

The government remains 
undecided on whether to lift 
five other items including 
remote-control devices, 
binoculars, telescopes and 
compasses. 

Meanwhile on Sunday, Sri 
Lanka's influential Buddhist 
clergy condemned an over- 
night visit here by Pope John 
Paul IT and said the pontiff’s 
Asia-Pacific tour was an “ex- 
tension of Catholic imperial- 
ism.” 

A Buddhist lobby de- 
scribed as a “total success" 
their boycott of the Pope's 
visit here Saturday marking 
the final leg of an 11 -day tour 
that also took him to the 
Philippines, Papua New 
Guinea and Australia. 

“We could have attended 
an inter-religious meeting 
with the Pope only if he made 

“III* gVAVU.C opmugLi. Ui 

the Buddhist world,” a 
spokesman for the Federa- 
tion of Buddhist Organisa- 
tions (FBO), Bengarauwe 
Nalaka said. 

Mr. Nalaka, a Buddhist 
monk m the forefront of pro- 
tests against the Pope's best 
selling book. Crossing the 
Threshold of Hope, said the 
Roman Catholic church in Sri 
bad “insulted” 
Buddhists by not extracting 
an apology from the Pope. 


Italian police grab 
13 million fake 
dollars 

MILAN, Italy (R) — Italian 
police said on Saturday they 
seized fake U.S. dollar bilk 
totalling $13 million -and 


arrested had been caught red- 
handed printing money in a 
hiph- tech plant on the out- 
skirts of Milan. Investigators 
believe the fake dollars were 
destined for Eastern Europe. 

Police arrest 
Italian Mafia 
fugitive 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
A Mafia fugitive convicted of 
killing two Italian police 
officers 19 years ago has been 
arrested, police said Satur- 
day. Giuseppe Santangdo, 
35, was captured by federal 
police Friday in Sao Roque, 
about - 48 kilometres west of 
Sao Paolo. Mr. Santangdo 
fled Italy after being sent- 
enced to 18 years in prison 
for the 1976 slayings of two 
members of Italy’s paramilit- 
ary police force near Trapani, 
Sicily. Prosecutors had 
claimed the killings were 
ordered by the Mafia in re- 
taliation for police crack- 
downs. The anti-Mafia unit 
of the paramilitary force, the 
Carabinieri, led the search 
for Santangdo after he fled 
Italy. Brazilian police also 
accused Santangdo of lead- 
ing a vast money laundering 
operation in Sao Paolo. No 
date for extradition was im- 
mediately set. 

Snow scooter 
owners 

protest against 
environmentalists 

JUKKASJAERVI, Sweden 
(AFP) — Snow scooter own- 
ers staged a demonstration 
Saturday in tins for northern 
Swedish town to protest 
against efforts by environ- 
mentalists to have restrictions 
imposed on the vehicles. The 
ecology lobby claims that the 
noisy two-stroke scooters 
frighten wildlife and bare 
particularly toxic exhanst*- 
Tfaey reckon that a modem 
car would have to be driven 
for 25 million kilometres be- 
fore it docked up as much 
exhaust gas as 1,000 scooters 
would do if they were ran for 
just one hour. There are 
around 150,000 snow scoo- 
ters in Sweden. The latest 
models are very light, easy to 
manoeuvre, comfortable, fast 
and fan to drive, according to 
enthusiasts. One owner 
admitted that the fun factor 
had led to “a few excesses at 
nature’s expense.” Scooter 
owners’ association chaimum 
Goeran Dahlstroem said his 
organisation preferred self* 
regulation and was drawing 
up a code of conduct for 
scooter owners. 

Non-Jewish 
student 
suspended for 
wearing 
star of David 

MENDON, Michigan (AP) 
— A high school student 
wore the star of David be- 
cause it made him feel diffe- 
rent School officials tokl him 
it made him look like a gang 
member. “The principal said, 
’since you're not Jewish, 
you’re not allowed to wear 
if,” said Ron Vanghn, a 15- 
y car-old freshman at Mention 
High School. “But he told me 
I could wear a cross if I 
wanted to.” Administrators 
told him the star of David is 
being used as a symbol by 
some gangs, Vanghn said. He 
was suspended for two days 
for refusing to take off the 
gold-plated, six-pointed star. 
Vaughn said the star “made 
me feel different from the . 
crowd, more like a leader 
than a follower.” Officials of 
the 730-student school dis- 
trict near Kalamazoo would , 
not comment. The American 
Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) asked the school to 
remove last month’s suspen- 
sion from Vaughn’s record or 
be sited. Last year, the 
ACLU lost a lawsuit against 
another Michigan school dis- 
trict that suqxnded a 12 - 
year-old for wearing a Chica- 
go White Sox jacket it said 
was gang-related. 

China attempts to 
control lotteries 

BEUING (R) — China has 
passed two directives in an 
attempt to control* flood of 
lotteries worth more than 
$160 million, the China Daily 
said Sunday. Tbc two (firec- 
tives, making tottene* a ****** 
monopoly and i 

organBatioiis detS^po*^ 

over them, were 
month after coocm m 
state council (cabinet) ®^ 
the extent of noo-stete lotter- 
ies. it said. 
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Lenin remembered: A woman bolding flowers the 71st anniversary of the death of Lenin 
walks in front of a L enin portrait in Red January 21. The Russian Communist Party 
Square during a demonstration held by mem- opened its third congress in Moscow (AFP 
bers of the Russian Co mmunis t Party marking photo) 


EU wheels out economic 
weapons to combat war 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Union (EU) wiQ 
consider on Monday whether 
to deploy its meagre arsenal 
of economic powers to try to 
influence the coarse of con- 
flicts in Checbenya and for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

In a familiar situation re- 
flecting the ELTs lack of abil- 
ity to halt foreign bloodshed, 
onion foreign ministers may 
look at whether to exert 
pressure on Moscow over its 
handling of the Chechen war 
by delaying the signature of a 
trade accord. 

Diplomats said ministers 
were likely to use the oppo- 
site approach on Croatia by 
dangling the prospect of 
negotiations for an economic 
cooperation agreement with 
Zagreb if it “plays the game’' 
in die fragile peace process in 
former Yugoslavia. 

Ministers will also discuss 
the situation in Algeria and 
plans for a Euro- 
Mediterranean conference la- 
ter this year which will focus 
on the need for regional eco- 
nomic development to ward 
off the spread of Algerian- 
style Islamic fundamental- 
ism. 

The first regular monthly 
foreign minis ters’ meeting of 
the new enlarged EU will 
start with a public debate on 
the work programme of the 
anion's six-month French 
presidency before paying tri- 
bute to outgoing commission 
President Jacques Delors. 


Mr. Delors. who bands 
over to Luxembourg’s Jac- 
ques San ter on Monday after 
10 years in office, has said he 
is ashamed of the HU’S impo- 
tence to end the war in Bos- 
nia. 

Yugoslavia has been a di- 
plomatic quagmire for the 
EU since it started to fall 
apart in 1991. The EU*s ini- 
tial perseverance then in 
offering financial aid to Bel- 
grade, motivated by a wish to 
keep the country together, 
may have encouraged Ser- 
bian hardliners trying to quell 
breakaway movements. 

A fragile ceasefire in Bos- 
nia is now under threat, 
Croatia has alarmed the West 
by planning to remove U.N. 
peacekeepers from Serb-held 
Krajina, and the EU adminis- 
trator at Mostar in Bosnia has 
accused Croat nationalists of 
sabotaging his mission. 

Despite this, diplomats 
said the foreign ministers 
were likely to ask the Euro- 
pean Commission to prepare 
a draft mandate to negotiate 
a long-planned cooperation 
agreement with Croatia. 

“In order to tell Croatia 
that we mil go ahead with 
such an agreement only if it 
plays the game, we need to 
nave something in our pock- 
ets. At present, our pockets 
are empty,” said one diplo- 
mat, explaining the carrot- 
and- stick approach. 

The same diplomat said 
ministers would have to de- 


cide on the day how to re- 

S »nd to latest events in 
hechenya, whose capital 
Grozny has been devastated 
by Russian forces retaking 
the city from defiant separat- 
ist fighters. 

The commission has in 
effect frozen a planned trade 
accord which forms part of a 
partnership agreement signed 
by Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin at the EU June sum- 
nut in Corfu. 

The interim trade agree- 
ment was initialled late last 
year , but the commission 
declined to press ahead with 
arrangements to sign it until 
ministers had considered the 
matter. 

The EU, while conde- 
mning the bombardment of 
Grozny as excessive, never- 
theless defends Moscow’s 
claim that Chechenya is an 
integral pan of the Russian 
Federation. It fears doing 
anything that would further 
destabilise Mr. Yeltsin, who 
is still seen as the best hope 
for the country's threatened 
reforms. 

“There is a danger that if 
you use a big stick publicly it 
would be seen as insulting 
Russia” (thereby helping 
hardliners), one diplomat 
said. 

Reflecting the difficulty of 
the topics concerned, minis- 
ters were scheduled to discuss 
Chechenya, former Yugosla- 
via and Algeria in restricted 
session over lunch. 


Liberia warlord reports deal 


MONROVIA (R) — One of 
Liberia's warlords on Sunday 
announced an agreement on 
a dispute which had thrown 
the shattered country’s peace 
process off track, upstaging 
the local soccer hero George 
Weah and the national team. 

Faction leader Octavius 
Walker of the Liberia Peace 
Council made the surprise 
announcement as Liberians 
took a break from politics to 
focus on Sunday afternoon’s 
key African Nations Cup 
home qualifier against Seneg- 
al. 

“We have fixed it. We 
fixed it last night and General 
(Hezelriah) Bowen will be 
the representative on the 
council from the AFL/ 
coalition,” he fold reporters 
at the airport as faction lead- 
ers left for talks in Ghana. 

A dispute between Gen. 
Bowen’s Armed Forces of 
Liberia, once the national 
army, and a coalition of smal- 
ler militias over who should 
occupy the last of five seats, 
on a transitional ruling coun- 
cil has thrown the timetable 
off course. 

“The only flung we have to 


do in Ghana now is to elect 
the chairman,” said Mr. Wal- 
ker, whose group is in the 
coalition. 

Led by Mr. Weah, voted 
African player of the year in 
a prestigious French jx>U 
and courted by top Italian 
side AC Milan, Liberia were 
looking for a victory in Sun- 
day’s match to take them into 
the Nations Cup finals in 
South Africa in 1996. 

“This occasion can be used 
as a way for the politicians 
and warlords to forget their 
differences and unite to re- 
build a successful Liberia,” 
Mr. Weah’s cousin Wilson 
Weah told Reuters. 

Local Red Cross worker 
John Jallah said Liberia's 
political problems eclipsed 
thoughts of the match last 
week. “Enthusiasm for the 
game was very low. I think 
that has changed now,” he 
added, before the announce- 
ment. 

Liberia, set up by freed 
American slaves in 1847, has 
been racked by dvil war since 
former dvil servant Charles 
Tayjor invaded from Ivory 


Coast on Christinas eve 1989. 

The war has killed an esti- 
mated 150,000 people, 
wrecked its rubber and iron- 
ore based economy and 
turned most of the pre-war 
population of 2.5 million into 
refugees. 

Numerous peace deals 
have fallen through. The 
latest, signed Dec. 21 in Gha- 
na, promised a ceasefire, dis- 
armament and elections in 
November. 

A ceasefire took effect 
Dec. 28 and appears to be 
holding — despite isolated 
reports of violations none of 
the warlords has spoken of 
return to all-out war. But 
they missed a Jan. II dead- 
line for installing the ruling 
council. 

Mr. Weah, the big striker 
who plays for French first 
division side Paris Saint Ger- 
main, won the 1994 France 
Football Magazine annual 
poll this month for the second 
time in five years. 

“Through sports peace can 
come to Liberia,” he told 
Monrovia's new democrat 
newspaper last week after re- 
turning home for the match. 


Bosnia truce holds; big powers pursue peace mission 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia's 
three-week-old ceasefire 
appeared firm Sunday as a 
U.S. envoy shuttled between 
Sarajevo and the Bosnian 
Serb stronghold of Pale to 
revive talks on ending a 33- 
month war. 

A United Nations spokes- 
man in Sarajevo said Bosnia 
was quiet during the past 24 
hours apart from a handful of 
truce violations which the 
U.N. did not categorise as 
serious. 

U.S. mediator Charles 
Thomas, a member of five- 
nation big power “contact 
group” set up last year to 
etch out a political settlement 
in Bosnia, discussed the 
group's latest initiatives over 
breakfast with the outgoing 
U.N. commander in Bosnia, 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose. 

Mr. Thomas said after 
meeting leaders of Bosnia's 
Muslim-led government 
Saturday evening that the 
group — comprising the Un- 
ited States, Russia. Britain. 
France and Germany — in- 


tended to pursue its peace 
plan for Bosnia drawn up last 
July, 

The four other contact 
group envoys were expected 
to join Mr. Thomas in 
Sarajevo Monday. 

“We had a chance to dis- 
cuss the contact group peace 
plan, which we stick to. We 
had a very helpful exchange 
of views,” Mr. Thomas said. 

Mr. Thomas went into 
talks on Sunday with Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic and other Serb officials. 

The contact group aimed 
to take advantage of the 
latest Bosnia truce which 
came into effect over the new 
year after a peace mission 
by former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter. 

The Bosnia peace process 
has been made no easier by 
Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman’s derision to end 
the U.N.'s peacekeeping 
mandate in his country. 

Mr. Tudjman told the Ger- 
man news weekly Der 
Spiegel his government 


wanted the U.N. force out 
and his army stood ready to 
recover by force ihe third of 
Croatia's territory seized by 
Serbs in Zagreb’s 1991 war of 
secession from former 
Yugoslavia. 

U.N. chiefs and Western 
governments fear renewed 
in Croatia which could 
turn end any hope of peace in 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Rose, who passes the 
U.N. command baton to 
British Major-General 
Rupert Smith Tuesday, has 
said the Bosnia ceasefire pro- 
cess was m danger of losing 
momentum as the Bosnian 
government and Serb forces 
dragged their feet over mak- 
ing good pledges they agreed 
in the new year truce pact. 

Bosnian government and 
Serb negotiators resume talks 
Sunday on reopening rivffian 
routes in and out of Sarajevo, 
one of the key planks of the 
ceasefire accord. 

“They broke up a meeting 
on Friday without deriding 
anything so they cook! con- 


sult with their respective 
leadership. But they told us 
they said they were not opti- 
mistic about getting an agree- 
ment,” a U.N. source said. 

But while Bosnian Serbs 
stonewall on that part of the 
agreement, arguing over 
what type of vehicles should 
be let into Sarajevo, the ceas- 
efire process received a 
much-needed boost Friday in 
a major prisoner swap. 

The Bosnian government 
exchanged 49 Seri? prisoners 
for 49 Muslims held by their 
rivals since the summer in an 
operation that went off with- 
out a hitch. 

Despite occasional heavy 
fighting in the northwest 
Muslim enclave of Bihac over 
the past three weeks, Bos- 
nia's ceasefire appeared to be 
the most successful so far, 
although diplomats say the 
calm may also be attributed 
to the snowy winter weather. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary Co- 
ward said U.N. radars de- 
tected nine ceasefire viola- 
tions in the Doboj region in 


northeast Bosnia on Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Coward also reported 
several firing incidents near 
the southern city of Mostar 
and Vitez in central Bosnia 
and said there had also been 
scattered shooting in 
Sarajevo but none was classed 
25 serious. 

Bosnian government forces 
clashed sporadically with 
Bosnian Serbs, Croatian 
Serbs and allied rebel Muslim 
forces in the Bihac pocket but 
the intensity of the fighting 
had slackened off since last 
Thursday. 

The U.N. said there were 
eight artillery explosions and 
18 small arms incidents west 
of Bihac town, a U.N. “safe 
area.” in the early hours of 
Sunday morning. U.N. moni- 
tors registered 50 artillery 
blasts near Velikaa Kladusa, 
north of Bihac. 

“It seems we've reached a 
plateau in terms of fighting in 
the Kladusa region... we 
notice no changes in con- 
frontation lines,” Mr. Co- 
ward said. 


Protestants warn of 
giving Dublin a role 
in future of N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — Northern . 
Ireland's biggesL pro-British 
Protestant Party angrily ac- 
cused British and Irish offi- 
cials late Saturday of hatch- 
ing plans to give Dublin an 
intrusive role in the furure of 
the British-ruled province. 

Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) leader James 
Molyneaux said the proposals 
would lead to chaos in the 
British province and he sig- 
nalled that he and other Pro- 
testant MPs would attempt to 
topple the British govern- 
ment if London proceeded 
with them. 

Mr. Molyneaux alleged 
that Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's conservative cabinet in 
London would be asked to 
approve plans for British- 
Irish “joint authority” over 
Northern Ireland, a suggestion 
Protestants have always felt 
could be the upshot of cur- 
rent talks to cement peace 
after a 25-year guerrilla war. 

But Northern Ireland 
Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew 
said on Saturday night he 
could assure the people of 
Northen Ireland there was 
“no question” of the British 
and Irish governments ex- 
ercising joint authority over 
the affairs of the province. 

The majority Protestant 
population, staunchly protec- 
tive of its 300-year-old links 
with the British crown, be- 
lieve any move to give Dublin 
a say in the government of 
Northern Ireland would auto- 
matically dilute its union 
with Britain and pave the way 
for their worst nightmare, a 
united Ireland. 

Mr. Molyneaux, whose 
party saved Mr. Major from 
an embarrassing defeat in an 
important parliamentary vote 
on European Union fisheries 
policy on Wednesday, said 
unionists would end their 
support for the delicately ba- 
lanced government in the 
House of Commons (lower 
house) if it proposed mea- 
sures clearly against the in- 


terests of a majority in the 
province. 

“Parliament itself would be 
very much aware of the pit- 
falls in what was being prop- 
osed, that’s why I think that 
the ministers' ... of the 
cabinet, would be very un- 
likely to accept something 
which would be plainly not 
just ludicrous but destructive 
of the principles of democra- 
cy,” he told BBC radio. 

Mr. Major has come to rely 
heavily on the UUP to bols- 
ter his fragile position in the 
House of Commons, espe- 
cially as his ruling conserva- 
tives are now technically in a 
minority. 

Mr. Major’s paper major- 
ity of 13 was wiped out last 
month when he expelled nine 
conservatives from the Par- 
liamentary Patty as punish- 
ment for defying him in a 
vote of confidence over 
Europe. 

Mr. Molyneaux suggested 
Northern Ireland's political 
leaders should be given a 
“vetting” role on the propos- 
als to point out “the sheer 
unworkability of so many of 
these exotic devices.” 

In September, Irish Re- 
publican Army guerrillas cal- 
led an end to their campaign 
of violence to force Britain 
out of Northern Ireland and 
to merge the province with 
the predominantly Catholic 
Republic of Ireland. Protes- 
tant guerrillas, fighting to 
preserve British rule, match- 
ed the ceasefire six weeks 
later. 

Political representatives of 
the rival guerrilla groups are 
in exploratory talks with the 
British government. 

But in a parallel move, 
Britain and Ireland have 
been working on a so-called 
“framework document” that 
they will propose to all Pro- 
testant and Catholic politi- 
cians aimed at netting a final 
settlement of the province’s 
political problems. 


U.S. hands 26 prisoners 
to Haitian government 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
The U.S. army has handed 
the Haitian government juris 
diction over prisoners it con- 
siders a threat to peace in the 
volatile Caribbean nation, 
U.S. army and embassy offi- 
cials said' late Saturday. 

All 26 prisoners transfer- 
red to the Haitian govern- 
ment on Friday had been 
detained by the American 
military since the United 
States peacefully invaded 
Haiti in September to secure 
the return of the country’s 
exiled President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. 

“They are considered a 
threat to the stability of the 
state,” said U.S. embassy 
spokesman Stan Schrager. 
“That is the view of the Hai- 
tians. They could have 
chosen to release them but 
they didn’t.” 

Most of the detainees tire 
accused of collaborating with 
the former military rulers 
who controlled the impover- 
ished republic for three years 
after toppling Mr. Aristide in 
a bloody September 1991* 
coup. 

U.N. and U.S. officials 
suspect some, such as Romeo 
Halioun, a well-known 
associate of former militaiy 
strongman Lieurenant 
General Raoul Cedras, of in- 
volvement in political execu- 
tions and gun-running. 
Others are thought to have 
been foot-soldiers in the Hai- 


tian army’s campaign to pre- 
vent Mr. Aristide's return. 

But none of the 26 trans- 
ferred on Friday have been 
charged with any crimes and 
□o evidence against them has 
been presented, Mr. Schra- 
ger and Patrick Woolley, Mr. 
Halloun’s lawyer, said. 

The prisoners are being 
held in a detention centre, a 
one-time warehouse set up by 
the Americans. Jt is now run 
by the Haitian government. 

Their fate is unclear, 
although American officials 
have maintained they will be 
tried in Haitian courts. 

The notoriously inept jus- 
tice system in Haiti makes 
that pledge shaky and many 
legal experts feel it will be 
difficult for people like Mr. 
Halioun to receive a fair trial. 

Mr. Schrager said U.S. 
plans to try Mr. Halioun, an 
American citizen, in the Un- 
ited States had been dropped 
but that embassy and consu- 
lar lawyers were investigating 
whether he has special rights 
as an American in a Haitian 
jail. 

Justice ministry officials 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

More than 120 people were 
arrested after the interven- 
tion but most have been 
freed, prompting critics to 
label the American program- 
me the catch-and-reiease 
policy. 


S. African parliament io 
meet after political row 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
Africa's parliament starts its 
1995 programme Monday 
with President Nelson Man- 
dela and white Deputy Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk promis- 
ing “a fresh start” after a bitter 
slanging match. 

Mr. Mandela and Mr. de 
Klerek made peace at private 
talks Friday. Political 
analysts said, however, their 
worst row since Sohth Afri- 
ca’s democracy elections last 
April had highlighted the fra- 
gility of their post-apartheid 
coalition. 

Mr. de Klerk was South 
africa's last white president 
and still leads the National 
Party (NP), the main coali- 
tion partner of Mr. Mande- 
la’s African National Con- 
gress (ANC) which won the 
elections. 

Conservative Afrikaans 
newspaper editor Ebbe 
Domissee said the row over 
an alleged secret attempt by 
Mr. de Klerk’s NP to grant 
immunity for 3,500 police 
and two former cabinet 
ministers for apartheid 
crimes had battered the NP’s 
image. 

“Nothing has done the pro- 
cess ofrecondtiationin South 
Africa so much harm as the 
past week’s row over inde- 
mnity,” he said in a regular 
political column. 


Cape Town professor of 
political studies Robert 
Schrire said the row had been 
costly to both the men who 
shared a Nobel Peace Prize 
for the smooth transition 
from white rule under Mr. de 
Klerk to a black-led demo- 
cratic government under Mr. 
Mandela. 

Mr. Schrire said the presi- 
dent’ reputation had been 
damaged by the row. He 
cited reports, which have not 
been denied by the govern- 
ment, that Mr. Mandelia re- 
jected Mr. de* Klerk’s com- 
ments to the cabinet Wednes- 
day and subjected him to an 
eight-minute tongue-lashing. 

“De Klerk looked weak... 
Mandela looked arrogant and 
intemperate. His sainty 
halo has slipped somewhat 
across his brow. 

“But the lesson has i-’-.t 
salutory , especially for inves- 
tors and the stock market in 
recognising how rocky the 
road to reconciliation really is 
and how.fragile the process of 
reconstruction," Mr. Schrire 
said. 

Prices on the Johannesburg 
stock exchange plunged on 
Thursday after Mr. de Klerk 
said be had been insulted by 
Mr. Mandela and hinted that 
he might pull out of the post- 
apartheid government of 
national unity. 

Stability returned after the 


two men addressed a joint 
news conference Friday and 
said they had made peace. 

Liberal Sunday Times edi- 
tor Ken Owen said in a com- 
mentary that Mr. de Klerk, 
battling to accept that power 
had passed from his own 
hands into Mr. Mandela's, 
had tried to play his last card 
with the threat to pull out of 
the coalition. 

“The coalition was res- 
tored, not because the breach 
between the two men was 
healed, but because the 
alternative, for both sides, 
was too ghastly to contem- 
plate. 

“...If Mr. de Klerk again 
flashes his last card, I suspect 
Mr. Mandela will accept it," 
Mr. Owen said. 

Speaker of parliament 
r’rene Ginwala said the 1995 
session would start with a 
debate on the immunity con- 
troversy. 

But the 400-member 
national assembly will not 
have any authority to resolve 
the dispute, which has been 
referred to the justice, police 
and defence ministries for a 
recommendation. 

Parliament’s legislative 
programme has been delayed 
until February to allow mem- 
bers a month in which to 
focus on their parallel role as 
constitution-makers. 


Thousands 
attend 
French 
bishop’s 
last mass 


EVREUX, France (AFP) — 
Tens of thousands of people 
gathered in this Normandy 
city Sunday to hear a farewell 
mass by its Catholic Bishop 
Monsiginor Jacques Gaillot, 
sacked by the Vatican for his 
unorthodox views. 

Estimates said between 
25,000 and 50,000 worship- 
pers — and more than 200 
print and broadcast journal- 
ists — were likely to turn out 
for the mass by the con- 
troversial prelate, whose dis- 
missal has sparked nation- 
wide condemnation of the 
Holy See. 

Bishop Gaillot has conde- 
mned the Vatican decision, 
and has pledged to continue 
his campaigns for various so- 
cial issues. 

A committee set up by his 

supporters said some 300 
coaches had been hired for 
the occasion, while trainloads 
of supporters of the bishop, 
sacked Jan. 13, were also 
expected. 

His last mass, delivered in 
the city’s cathedral, was due 
to be broadcast live over 
loudspeakers across the city. 

Bishop Gaillot, 59, upset 
the Catholic hierarchy by, 
among other things, giving 
interviews to French girlie 
magazine Lui and a magazine 
for homosexuals, Gay-Pied. 

The Vatican said he consis- 
tently failed to heed warnings 
about his behaviour and 
opinions, which include un- 
orthodox views on artificial 
contraception and abortion, 
both considered sinful under 
mainstream Catholic 
teaching. 

Meanwhile a support 
group said it was going ahead 
with a plan for a march on 
Paris to protest the Vatican 
decision. The march is due to 
leave Evreux Monday and 
pass through 13 towns before 
reaching Paris Feb. 4. 



Berlusconi offers truce 

ROME (AP) — Italy's former premier offered a political 
truce Saturday by backing off demands for a firm election 
date by his successor, who now appears likely to win a 
confidence vote in parliament. Ex-premier Silvio Berlusco- 
ni denied he has “an obsession with elections” and 
indicated that he would support elections in "a reasonable 
time.” The statement is more flexible than Mr. Berlusco-' 
ni's earlier demands and could seal Premier Lamberto 
Dini’s victory in a parliamentary vote expected this week 
on Italy's 54th government since World War n. Mr. 
Berlusconi had earlier said he would withhold support in 
parliament for Mr. Dini without a promise for elections in 
June. 

Armenian government holds emergency session 

YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) — The government met in 
emergency session after a natural gas pipeline that is 
Armenia’s only source of energy was reported blown up in 
Georgia on Saturday. The blast in southern Georgia 
destroyed a 200-metre section of the pipeline bringing gas 
from Turkmenistan, the government press service said in 
Yerevan. No further details were available. Georgia agreed 
to divert within days some of its own gas supplies from 
Turkmenistan to a reserve pipeline leading into Armenia, 
the Press Service said. The main pipeline has been bombed 
repeatedly in attacks presumed to be related to Armenia’s 
six-year-old war with Azerbaijan over the Nagorno- 
Karabakh enclave. Fuel shortages have forced Yerevan 
residents to cut down virtually all the trees in the city of 1.2 
million to heat their homes. Armenia is one of the poorest 
ex-Soviet republics, partly because of economic blockades 
imposed by Azerbaijan. 

22 dead in Mexico truck accident 

MEXICO CITY (AFP) — Twenty-two people were killed 
and 10 others seriously injured when a truck carrying 
people returning from a religious pilgrimage plunged off a 
cliff and fell 200 metres, a local official said Saturday. The 
accident took place late Friday in the southern state of 
Oaxaca on the Oaxaca-Puerto Escondido highway, the 
official told AFP. “People were packed in like sardines” in 
the cargo truck, which was canying 32 people returning 
from a religious festival in Oaxaca, the official said. The 
victims were from the central state of Puebla and had 
travelled to Oaxaca to visit a shrine to the Virgin Mary. 

Earthquake rocks Kuriles 

MOSCOW (R) — An earthquake measuring five to six on 
the Richter stale shook buildings on the remote Kurile 
Islands in Russia’s far east late on Saturday, a spokesman 
for the emergencies ministry said Sunday. The earthquake, 
which rocked the islands just before midnight, had its 
epicentre in the Pacific Ocean, 80 kilometres south-east of 
the Russian town of Yuzhno-Kurilsk. There were no 
reports of casualties or damage, the spokesman said. The 
Kuriles, disputed between Russia and Japan, were devas- 
tated by a powerful earthquake last year. They are more 
than 1,200 kilometres from the Japanese city of Kobe, 
scene of a disastrous earthquake last week. 
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Where reform begins 

THE ADO that accompanied the remit 
resolution by the government to raise the 
pension of newly retired civil and military 
personnel starting on Dec. 1, 1994, 
should have at least been anticipated by 
those who took the decision. While the 
first reason for such a measure must have 
been meant to help the government trim 
down the numbers in the services, the 
second was no doubt the fact that, left as 
they were, the pensions would have been 
insufficient to help retired people cope 
with an ever-rising cost of living. Yet that 
cost has been rising for so many years 
and the hardship is most felt by those who 
retired earlier on much lower pensions. 

Now, if the government would yield to 
the pressure of the around 450,000 re- 
tired Jordanians and raise pensions by 
only a fraction of the recent increases, 
that would put the treasury under 
tremendous strain to secure foods for 
thsl purpose. That is traditionally done 
by increasing taxes resulting in an auto- 
matic rise in cost of living and protests 
from different groups. A vicious circle ,we 
would say. 

This whole issue is, however, transient, 
one that will get solved one way or 
another, most likely in the manner that 
we always solved our problems: Either by 
meeting only a tiny part of the denhands 
of old pensioners or by leaving the issue 
to die a natural death. Yet this is a good 
issue which should be used to review not 
only the employment and retirement poli- 
cies but all economic policies of the 
country. We should be asking questions 
like: Should the government continue to 
provide almost all public services? 
Should the government be the largest 
employer of Jordanians? Should the 
treasury subsidise employment? Should 
people retire at the early age of 50 or 60 
after completing only 20 years of service? 
Should we have two retirement schemes, 
one for civil servants and one for the 
private sector? 

The point here is certainly not to 
rectify a situation that resulted from a 
single derision. Rather, it is to reverse or 
! reform a completely worn-out policy, 
i This and many similar issues are at the 
i heart of our main problem: An outdated, 
j problem-plagued bureaucratic system. 

| What this episode should teach us is that 
i piecemeal solutions will not do. Only a 
j concerted attempt at true reform wffl do 
the job. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Sunday expressed hope that the Aqaba 
summit between His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Husni Mubarak would constitute a starting point 
for joint efforts towards achieving reconciliation among 
Arab states. Saying that the summit was held at a time 
when the Arab countries are still divided, the paper said 
that the meeting has proved that Arab leaders can 
transcend side differences and mobilise all their efforts 
towards beating rifts and mending fences with sincerity and 
determination to serve national goals. Egypt assumes a 
central role and has offered so many sacrifices in the past in 
order to serve the Arab Nation. TTierefore,^ Cairo is in a 
good position to play a renewed role in bringing the Arabs 
together, added the daily. Noting that the Arab staes 
together face enormous challenges, the paper said it is 
hoped that the Aqaba summit would trigger fresh efforts on 
the part of every Arab head of state to work out common 
plans to solve problems facing the Arab World. 

IN THE light gj Israel spolicy of delaying the implementa- 
tion of the Oslo and Cairo agreements, the Palestinians 
aiv-’ild hard to tbeir stand and insist on their demands, 

^aid Taher Al Ad wan, a columnist in Al Dnstoor. The 
Israeli government had delayed the Palestinian elections' 
for six months and might extend the delay for another six 
months, said the writer. It has also allowed the Jewish 
settlers to go ahead with settlement programmes uncheck- 
ed he said. All this provides an obvious indication that the 
Israelis are not committed to the implementation of their 
agreement with the Palestinians, said die writer. The 
Palestinians should insist on the execution of agreed plans 
on the redeployment of the Israeli forces and must not give 
^ tofeS«pre®ures for any delay in this resp«t because 
any weakness would encourage the feraels to ^ for more 
S«3ons said the writer. The Palestinians should study 
of the past Israeli-Egyptian experiment when 
Isradtried by all means to delay the implementation of 
deals with Cairo, he added. 


Palestine on the margins 


By Khalil Ba r ho nm 

THE WORLD has witnessed 

lems^tbat w^shaflf bave° to 
overcome in die implementa- 
tion of even the first phase of 
the Declaration of Principles. 

The above was said by 
Israeli Prime Minister Rabin 
at the si g nin g of the thir d 
Cairo accord between Israel 
and the PLO on May 4. They 
were prophetic words indeed. 
More than one year after the 
signing of the Declaration of 
Principles, the two sides are 
still groping with the inter- 
pretation of their assigned 
new roles which, to the sur- 
prise of very few people, 
reflect the inescapable ba- 
lance of power between the 
two sides on the ground. The 
PLO, now widely referred to 
in the occupied territories as 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority, has bravely attemp- 
ted to portray its relationship 
with the Israeli government 
as equitable. But the fact of 
the matter is that die author- 
ity does not so much as own 
the keys to its own house. 

Due to an agreement 
which fails to guarantee them 
even a minim um of their 
aspirations, the Palestinians 
now find themselves trapped 
in political limbo, their once 
revolutionary leadership hav- 
ing traded in its liberationist 
credentials for a wilful sub- 
mission to life under Israeli 
siege. In the meantime, while 
Arab governments continue 
to negotiate wholesale peace 
with Israel, the Palestinians 
have been conversely sub- 
jected to an exercise in poli- 
tical Darwinism. This has the 

un i m d a Vah lff aim of taming 

the Palestinian spirit, while 
pushing the Palestinian peo- 
ple and their previous central 
political role to the margins 
of Israel’s overall strategic 
calculations. Crucially for 
Israel, Yasser Arafat has 
been the principal facilitator 
of a sweeping Arab capitula- 
tion to lasers political dik- 
tat. Now that the Arab open- 
ing to Israel in die political 
and economic spheres is 
underway, Arafat is finding 
his initial role as best man for 
die wider Arab-Israeli rap- 
prochement ever more 
irrelevant,. and superfluous. 


An agreement replete with 
ironies 

Not only have the Oslo 
Accords left the Palestinians 
weaker and more exposed 
than ever, they have ushered 
in a process replete with iro- 
nies. First, the accords pri- 
marily address the fate of 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories; they deal with di- 
aspora Palestinians — who 
represent roughly two thirds 
of the whole population — 
altogether perfunctorily, in 
fact almost as an after- 
thought. This represents a 
departure for a movement 
that has staked its entire phi- 
losophy, even existence, on 
the twin Palestinian rights of 
return and self- 
determination. As if the cur- 
rent fragmentation of the 
Palestinians along ideological 
and political lines were not 
enough, the accords provide 
for further segmenting the 
Palestinians geographically, 
into those who live in the 
West Bank and Gaza and 
those who do not Underlin- 
ing tins new distinction is the 
feeble argument that, given 
the reality of the situation on 
the ground, Palestinians 
under occupation have the 
most to lose, and, hence, 
their concerns must assume 
political primacy at this junc- 
ture. 

This argument would be 
perhaps defensible were it 
not for the absence in the 
accords of any specific and 
unambiguous context for 
dealing with the 46-year old 
refugee problem. Other than 
a vague and non-committal 
reference to the intention of 
tackling the fate of 1948 
Palestinian refugees during 
final status negotiations, the 
accords concern themselves 
merely with the “administra- 
tive’' fate of those Palesti- 
nians not living under Israeli 
occupation. The irony in this 
situation is that tee PLO 
fiercely objected to the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
Madrid peace talks being 
made up entirely of Palesti- 
nians from tee territories, 
mainly on the grounds dint 
only the PLO could ade- 
quately and effectively repre- 
sent the interests of all 
Palesti nians Soon after the 


accords were made public, 
however, it became obvious 
that the Palestinian team 
leading tee negotiations in 
Washington was more in tune 
with the concerns of all 
Palestinians than the PLO 
Ham in Oslo, which, in fact, 
operated in utter secrecy to 
avoid public scrutiny.' 

Second, for decades the 
Palestinians have been trying 
to gain support for their grie- 
vances against Israel from the 
U.S. government and public 
opinion. Recognising time the 
U.S. is Israel’s principal 
military and economic baac- 
er, tee Palestinians still tried 
— without much success — to 
establish official contacts 
with it Atone these lines, 
they proceeded to build coali- 
tions, mainly with progres- 


ne&s with tee PLO, the U.S. 
adm inis tration was more than 
happy to follow suit 
Third, the U.S., which all 
along had Israel's best in- 
terests at heart during the 
Washington peace talks, de- 
spite the comical label of 
“honest broker/’ turned out 
to be too pro-Israel even for 
the Israelis. U.S. pledges to 
the Palestinians that it would 
be a “frill partner” in the 
talks came frighteningly dose 
to reality, as the administra- 
tion never failed to support 
the Israeli position at every 
impasse encountered by the 

two negotiating parties- Even 
under these extremely un- 
favourable. conditions, the 
Palestinian negotiating team, 
beaded by Haidar Abdul 
Shaft, stubbornly persevered. 


their peace overtures to 

- a » H— H.an 


“The reality is that the FLO under 
Arafat has once again tragically mis- 
calculated both the Pales tinian mood 
and Israeli intentions. To ensure his 
own political survival, Arafat has set- 
tied for short-term political gain (i.e. 
Israeli recognition of the PLO) and 
vague promises of future concessions, 
which will be contingent upon Israel’s 
determination of his good conduct.” 


sive political groups and reli- 
gions or ganisati ons, with an«]C 
eye on creating more U.SL 7 
aware ness and sympathy for 
their cause — and in the hope 
of prodding tee American 

w ri miw fcf r atinn tn play a more 

constructive political role in 
addressing their plight. But 
tiie attempt had very little 
impact on U.S. foreign policy 
considerations. Now that the 
Palestinian leadership has 
clearly succumbed to an 
Israeli-dictated vision of 
peace, the Palestinians are 
dismayed to discover that the 
race for opening a channel to 
Washington is tneir total and 
unconditional alignment with 
Israel’s political designs. 
Once the. Israeli government 
decreed that it was accept- 
able and. prudent to. dp.busi- 


Ironically. it was the Israelis 
write finally decided that the 
was too partisan to 
serve Israel’s interests well, 
and so moved ahead of it at 
Oslo. 

The last irony is that since 
the Madrid conference at the 
end of 1991, the PLO had 
sounded repeated warnings 
over impending separate 
Arab-Israeli peace deals. But 
the PLO’s fears were unwar- 
ranted; tee first party to 
break Arab ranks was the 
PLO itself, leaving bote Jor- 
dan and Syria feeling embit- 
ted and betrayed. Now that 
Jordan has signed its own 
deal with Israel, and Syria 
cannot be left behind for 
long, the PLO’s laments and 
protests over the Arab gov- 
ernments’, moving too fast in 
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reinventing Russian government 


War chews up Chechenya 


By Candice Hughes 

The Associated Press 

ACHKHOI-MARTAN, 
Russia — Every few days the 
war takes another brte out of 
this district southwest of 
Grozny. 

The bites — a few dead or 
wounded every few days — 
are small compared to the 
day-by-day pounding of the 
capital by Russian bombs, 
roocets and artillery. But 
they are getting bigger and 
bloodier. 

The Aehkboi-Maitan- dis- 
trict, where thousands of 
Russian troops are en- 
camped, is a preview of what 
lies ahead: an uneasy coexist- 
ence between occupiers and 
occupied, a stubborn guerril- 
la war. 

The Chechens have vowed 
to fight to the last man. Their 
centuries-kmg history of re- 
sistance to bote Czars and 
commissars and their bravery 
in battle so far suggests they 
can be taken at their word. 

The first battle is for Groz- 
ny. The next will be for towns 
and villages throughout 
Chechenya. The final front 
will be tee rugged mountains 
that served the Chechens' re- 
bellious forebears so tong and 
so well. 

“The Russians will occupy 
the villages and then we'll 
start the most important 
stage of the war. WeTI move 
to the mountains where no- 
body will kick us out,” said a 
local fanner-turned-fighter. 
Said Amerbekov. “Well nev- 


er give up. 

This district lies between 
Grozny and the mountains, 
along the main road in from 
the west. It is already a shift- 
ing patchwork of Cbecben- 
and Russian-held territory. 
In some places, the two sides 
have checkpoints about a 
kilometre apart. 

At a snowy roadside a few 
kilometres from Achkhoi- 
Martan guarded by machine 
guns and armoured vehicles, 
a Russian soldier patted his 
grenade launcher. “We call 
this the ‘alarm dock'.” be 
said. “We have orders to fire 
five grenades every morning 
at o a.m. to scare the 
Chechens.” 

Just down the road, the 
lightly armed men manning 
the Chechen checkpoint 
seemed unimpressed. The 
ground was littered with 
spent cartridges. The lightly 
armed Chechens had just 
tried to shoot down a Russian 
"crocodile," a MI-24 helicop- 
ter gunship, with their assault 
rifles. 

“Russian mothers' will 
weep every day until this war 
stops,” vowed Rukhman 
Sugaibov. “Hie Chechens 
have no tears left." 

The people in this district 
have used both guns and di- 
plomacy since a Russian 
armoured column arrived in 
mid-December and en- 
camped. Talks between local 
officials and Russian field 
commanders have achieved 
the first prisoner exchange of 


the war and a handful of tacit 
agreements about turf. But 
there are also spoardic 
dashes. 

“If it’s possible to negoti- 
ate, we negotiate. If they 
want war, we’ll bring out our 
guns,” Hamzat Matayev, the 
Achkhoi-Martan security 
chief said. 

Plenty of guns are already 
out. Local men armed with 
Kalashnikovs are on constant 
guard in the Achkhoi-Martan 
town square only 50 
kilometres from Grozny. 

People here are bracing for 
an all-out Russian attack. If 
the Russians want to encircle 
Grozny and cut it off from 
tee mountains, they’ll have to 
go through this district, home 
to 63,000 people scattered 
throughout several farming 
towns and villages. 

The district’s self-defence 
chief, Magomet Zefimhanov, 
said more than 80 local peo- 
ple already have died in 
dashes with the Russians. 

Bote sides have pursued a 
policy of harassment rather 
than all-out confrontation. 
Chechen guerrillas have 
ambushed Russian armoured 
‘ vehicles several times and kil- 
led several Russian soldiers 
for their weapons. The Rus- 
sians have retaliated, mostly 
with artillery and helicopter 


On Thursday and Friday, 
edgy Russian commandos m 
black ski masks carried out 
house-to-house raids in Assi- 
novskaya, about 5 kilometres 
from Achkhoi-Maitan town 
on the border with Ingushe- 
tia. Officials said w™ people 
were arrested. 

It was the Russians’ second 
atte mp t to raid the town. The 
first, on Monday, provoked 
one of the district's worst 
clashes to date, an aH-day 
battle between scores of 
Chechens from nearby towns 
like Bamut and Achkhoi- 
Martan and a small Russian 
armoured convoy. 

The Chechens said they 
had 11 dead and 46 wounded. 
Russian casualties were un- 
known, but five bodies and 
10 wounded soldiers from the 
battle were seen at a nearby 
field hospital. 

That night, Russian heli- 
copter gunships rained re- 
venge down on Bamut. The 
attacks would continue for 
days. 

Only a handful of mour- 
ners dared to gather, under 
the cold gray sky the next day 
to bury Bam tit’s five new 
dead. Artillery thundered in 
tee distance as village ciders 
in tafl gray Astrakhan ham 


But the pace is picking up 
and the Russians nave begun 
to creep closer to Grow* 
moving into towns previously 
left untouched. 


over the funerals. 

*TeJl the world we are 
peaceful people,’' one old 
man said, leaning on a staff, 
fefc blue eyes blazing. “Tell; 
the world the Russians are 
killing a new generation.” 


ever. . __ 

This underlines the PLO 
leadership’s arrogance to- 
wards its Arab negotiating 
partners, as well as its lack of 
a c co unta bility to its own peo- 
ple. The PLO has always 
befieved and acted as teongh 
it had tius right to exercise a 
veto over Arab states’ peac e 
moves towards Israel, while 
at the same time pen witting 
itself the luxury of breaking 
its own repeated pledges to 
these states not to be the first 

party — since Sadat — to 
gpfit Arab ranks in that ^re- 
gard. Further compounding 
tnfa dynamic is the unfortun- 
ate reality that the FLO has 
always lacked a true system 
of accountability towards its 
own people, a system de- 
signed to make its leaders pay 
for their miscalculations. As 
a result, dedaaons have been 
often taken in a thoroughly 
haphazard manner, excused 
later by shameless and lame 
justifications. 

Arrogance without 
accountability 

Such is the case with the 
latest — and potentially 
gre a test Palestinian blunder, 
the Oslo Accords. Now that 
the PLO realises their many 
finritations and inconsisten- 
cies, tile Palestinian people 
are bemg asked to dose ranks 
behind their leadership. 
Pales tinian rights are being 
sacrificed and co mp romised 
daily , within the context of an 
agreement which has had the 
effect of legitimising the 
Israeli occupation and sup- 
planting a whole set of U.N. 
resolutions predicted on in- 
ternational legitimacy and 
consensus, all in the name of 
not wanting to prejudice the 
outcome of ongoing negotia- 
tions. Emboldened by the 
new compromising position 
in which tee PLO has found 1 
itself after moving to Gaza, 
the Israeli and UJ5. govern- 
ments have been actively 
seeking a repeal of U-N. re- 
solutions critical of Israel and 
supportive of Palestinian 
rights. This process of “his- 
toxical re-engineering” would 
send far-fetched were it en- 
tirely without precedent. But 
after the Gulf war, the Bush 


administration — in aWd to 

prove its prt^Ifadcraten- 
gals before the 1992 U-S. 

preadortial elections — sue- 

cessfally diamraoaed the re- 
peal of W 197$ 

Son equating Zionism with 
racism. Now that tee Israeli 

government is linking every 

political move in its negotia- 
tions with tee Palestinians to 
how malleable the PLO 
proves to be in acceding to 
Israeli demands, tee question 
arises of how resistant the 
PLO can be to such unremit- 
ting pressure, especially 
given that its political survival 
reams to rely on such oom- 
ptiance. 

The reality is that the PLO 
under Arafat has once again 
tragically miscalculated bote 
tee Palestinian mood and 
Israeli intentions. To ensure 
' his own political survival, 
Arafat has settled for short- 
term political gain (Le. Israeli 
recognition of the PLO) and 
vague pr o mi ses of future con- 
cessions, which will be con- 
tingent upon Israel’s deter - 
minat ion of bis good conduct. 
The sad truth is that Arafat, 
as a free man, was not able to 
achieve for the Palestinians 
even a fraction of what Nel- 
son Mandela in his prison cell 
was able to accomplish for his 
own people. For the new 
Palestine being fashioned in 
Gaza is hardly the glorious 
vision which, over the past 
three decades, Arafat has 
promised his people. With 



Israeli bands, the economy 
coDapsmg and the new au- 
thority turning its guns 
against its own people, the 
present rituatkm is indeed a 
nightmarish vision only the 
Israeli settlers could have 
wished on the Palestinians. 
And, than Its mainly to Ara- 
fat’s separate peace, the 
Arab states now feel free to 
go it done and the Palesti- 
nians* worst fear of margjna- 
lisatkm and fragmentation is 
becoming more of a reality 
wfth every pasang day. 

Khalil Barhonm is senior tec* 
tuner at. the Department of 
Linguistics, Stanford Uni- 
versity, Qttifbrma. The arti- 
cle is repainted from tee 
London-based Middle East 
IntematkmaL . 


LETTERS 

Governance through violence 

To the Editor: 

THE ONGOING bloody chapter in Chechenya is but 
another by-product of the Western policy towards tee 
former Soviet Union. And Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin’s own political agenda has led him to this quagmire. 

• For decades, especially after the Allies’ victory over Nazi 
Germany, the West embarked on a strategy ro bring about 
tee demise, of the Soviet Union, which, in its turn, bad its 
own plans for combating capitalism. 

The most significant step towards tee collapse of 
Communism was tee fall of the Berlin Wall. This was 
followed by Warsaw pact countries detaching themselves 
from the big bear, and the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union with the republics that formed it opting for 
independence. 

The Wes’s highly publicised publicised campaign against 
the “Evil Empire” had one central theme; violations of 
human rights and' absence of democracy. Strategists and 
think-tanks in tee West then identified three major targets: 
To reduce to a minimum the communist influence all over 
tee world, especially in vulnerable Third WoricT countries, 
to disarm tee Soviet Union of its nuclear capabilities and to 
help Jews leave that country. 

So far, two of the above objectives have been achieved in 
such a style that It has made those strategists and 
think-tanks forget or neglect the very first argument they 
used against the Soviets, namely tee absence of genuine 
democracy and the violations of basic human rights. If the 
said strategists and think-tanks forgot this original moral 
argument, that ay was not lost to tee tens of indigenous 
peoples whose ancestral home-lands had composed the 
former Soviet Union. Those peoples have waited long for 
tee moment of emancipation from Moscow’s grip, whether 
it was under the Czar, Stalin, Brejnev, Gorbachev, Yeltsin 
or whoever succeeds him. 

One cannot think of a more telling example of acquisc- 
ence by tee West to Mr. Yeltsin’s abuse of power than tee 
shelling, of the Duma, tee Russian house of democracy. 
Maybe some.people thought at tee time, that it was not so 
bad an idea to let Mr. Yeltsin reestablish his authority 
behind the trembling walls of the Kremlin by knocking out 
some walls of the Duma. 

As the Chechenya tragedy is demonstrating, Mr. Yeltsin 
seems to have become addicted to violence as a method of 
convincing his subjects of bis views. 

If Mr. Yeltsin is left with a total freehand whenever he i 
faces a problem of dissent, he and those who condone such 
actions will have to share the responsibility. It is a sure 
redpe for more headaches, especially that there is an 
awesome pandora-box waiting to be opened. ' 

In Arabic, there is a proverb which says that it is better to 
deal with a reasonable enemy, than to have to deal with a 
dumsy friend. This proverb was coined in Arab popular 
literature when a countryman took his bear for a walk i 
After some time, tee man decided to have a nap under a 1 
tree. -While enjoying his nap, a fly landed on his nose but ' 
that did not bother him. Instead; it bothered his pet which 
wanted to relieve his master from tee buzzing flv So the 
faithful pet took a little rock and smashed the flv ’ 

The .strategy of the West vis-a-vis its old rival, the former ! 
Soviet Union must be revised. So far what this strateev hS i 
achieved is replacing communism with anarchy, substitut- i 

ISr” ““ Soviet 

Salim Ayoub, ! 
Amman. 
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House seeks to ensure quorum 


(Continued from page 12) 

election process. Afterwards; 
their enthusiasm fades, thus 
affecting the committees' 
meetings. 

The House is scheduled to 
meet Wednesday to hear the 
government's policy state- 
ment and to set a date to 
debate the statement and 
take a vote of confidence in 
the new government. 

Meanwhile, the House's 


Foreign Affairs Committee 
was Sunday briefed by Fore* 
• ign Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabariti on the outcome of 
die Jordanian-Egyptian sum- 
mit held Saturday in Aqaba 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

Mr. Kabariti also outlined 
to the committee the out- 
come of his meetings with 
Palestinian and Tunisian offi- 


cials during his visit to Tuni- 
sia, and Ms participation in 
the meetings of the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference's 
(OIC) Jerusalem Committee 
held in the Moroccan city of 
Ifran. 

The committee was akn 
briefed by former Minister of 
State Jawad A! Anani on a 
meeting hosted by Washing- 
ton on the establishment of a 
Middle East development 
bank and efforts to hold an 
economic summit in Amman 
Oct. 30, 1995. 


Jordanian-PLO officials 


(Continued from page 1) 
lations. 

“1 think that by the end of 
this week when His Majesty 
King Hussein and Mr. Arafat 
meet, we will witness a totally 
new era characterised with 
warmth and dose coordina- 
tion,” the official said. 

Earlier on. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Education 
Minister Abdul Raouf A1 
Rawabdeh made a more cau- 
tious assessment. 

“The citizen has to see a 
practical translation of this 
special relationship ... so it 
is premature to assess the 
talks,” Mr. Rawabdeh told 
reporters after tire talks. 

Mr. Rawabdeh's reserved 
comments mainly reflected 
concern and cantion that the 
talks could raise high ex- 
pectations but without pro- 
ducing tangible remits. Mr. 
Rawabdeh, a sharp-minded 
man known for his frankness, 
was referring to previous 
rounds of Jordanian- 
Palestinian talks, that he him- 
self attended. 

Jordan was disappointed in 
the past when Mr. Arafat 
failed repeatedly to sign or 
even approve bilateral agree- 
ments. 

But this time Palestinian 
officials said that the stage is 
set for a general Jordanian- 
Palcstmian agreement and 
Mr. Arafat was coming to 


start a new era. 

“It is no longer feasible or 
possible to ignore relations 
with Jordan. The Pales tinian* 
will just be cornered by 
Israel. Jordanians and 
Palestinians need each 
other,” a Palestinian official 
said. Mr. Arafat realises now 
the importance of mending 
fences and starting coopera- 
tion with Jordan, the official 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

“All Arab states and par- 
ties are aware now that sepa- 
rate paths will not lead for; 
neither Jordan nor the 
Palestinians can do without 
consolidating their Arab 
dimensions,” said a Jorda- 
nian official. 

Mr. Arafat’s visit, the first 
since May, signals a positive 
shift in bilateral relations that 
have been strained since the 
PLO signed a separate agree- 
ment with Israel in Septem- 
ber 1993. 

Relations further deterio- 
rated when Jordan signed a 
peace agreement last Octo- 
ber that included an Israeli 
recognition of the Jordanian 
custodianship of the Muslim 
holy sites in East Jerusalem. 

But it was made possible 
by decisions by the two sides 
separately to stop making an 
issue of the Jordanian role in 
Jerusalem at Arab and Isla- 
mic meetings. 

The Palestinian Authority 


was particularly comfortable 
with recent Jordanian state- 
ments mostly by Foreign 
Minister Abdnl Karim 
Kabariti, that Jordan sup- 
ports a solution based on the 
recognition of Palestinian 
sovereignty over East Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Kabariti’s statements, 
reflected the government's 
policy and were crucial to the 
easing of the tensions since 
they addressed Palestinian 
fears and sensitivity towards 
the issue. 

Meanwhile Jordan denied 
on Saturday it had agreed 
with Israel to build a $100 
million, 260 kilometre pipe- 
line for refined oil products. 

An Israeli energy ministry 
spokesman told Reuters on 
Thursday that Israel and Jor- 
dan had agreed in principle to 
build snch a pipeline. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted an Energy* 
Ministry spokesman as saying 
no energy projects were de- 
fined in recent talks with 
Israel. 

“Discussing any future 
projects will only happen in 
dne course,” he added. 

The Israeli official has said 
the pipeline would run be- 
tween state owned Oil Re- 
fineries Ltd’s Haifa plant and 
Jordan's Zarqa refinery. ■ 

Jordan and Israel are ex- 
pected to reach an energy 
accord in a few months be- 
fore a six-month deadline set 
in the peace treaty they 
signed on Oct. 26. 


Nabulsi reviews economic reforms 


(Continued from page 12) 

For instance, Jordan’s 
annual economic growth used 
to be around 10 per cent 
during the 70s before starting 
a decline and moving into 
“zero” in the late 80s. With 
the implementation of the 
programme* the Kingdom’s., 
economy recovered Hkts 
growth, posting an averageuf 
six per cent in the last two 
years after registering 11 per 
cent in 1992. 

“The question here is: Do 
we measure this growth rate 
against the corresponding fi- 
gures of the 70s or against the 
zero growth rate in the late 
80s?” he said. 

The seminar, entitled “the 
IMF and the Arab Countries: 


Present and Future," was 
organised by the Amman- 
based Arab Institute for 
Banking and Financial Stu- 
dies in a new programme 
under the theme “Press and 
Mass Media Forum.” 

On Saturday and Sunday, 
IMF experts sought to give a 
detailed picture of the world 
body ana the parameters it 
applies in its work with a view 
to familiarising the media. 

Addressing the meetings 
were Ahmad Abushadi and 
Eduouard Maciejewski, 
senior officials of the 
Washington-based body. The 
seminar also involved panel 
discussions. 

The topics that were dealt 
with at the seminar were 
“The Role and Functions of 


Suicide explosions kill 18 in Israel 


by a few seconds having 
joined those killed at the bus 
stop. 

Mr. Arafat, who like Mr. 
Rabin has staked his political 
life on the self-rule accord, 



condemned the attack by the 


“enemies of peace.” 

The bombing was the 


bloodiest since another mili- 

.. -orf- * 

tant group, Hamas, sent a 

u a* 1 

member on a suicide mission 


to Tel Aviv last October 

' .- ■" 'it 

which killed 22 people. 

,7„C 

At least 109 Israelis and 


195 Palestinians have been 

:v> 

killed since the September 


1993 Israel-PLO deal. 

uni® 1 ’ 

Opposition leaders deman- 

VlCC 

ded an end to the peace talks 
and members of Mr. Rabin’s 



own Labour Party voiced 
donbts about the negotiations 
although they stopped short 
of calling for their suspen- 
sion. . . 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
condemned the bomb attack 
and said: “Once again, the 
enemies of peace have struck 
down innocent people in an 
evil effort to destroy the 
hopes of peaceful coexistence 
between Israelis and Arabs.” 

Mr. Rabin convened an 
emergency cabinet session 
Sunday evening to determine 
the government's response. 

Hie first step was a com- 
plete closure on the occupied 
territories, blocking the 
movement of all Palestinians 
into Israel. It has been the 
response after each similar 
attack and has kept tens of 
thousands of Palestinians 
away from jobs in Israel. 

Mr. Rabin underscored the 
deepening concern about 
such carnage by making his 
first personal inspection tour 
of a suicide bombing site. 

“There is no doubt in my 
mind that this action now is 
another attempt by the ex- 
treme Islamic terror groups 
to achieve their dual goal of 
killing Israelis and h a N g the 
peace process,” he said. 

Islamic Jihad also issued 


(Continued from page 1) 

leaflets in both Gaza and in 
Damascus claiming responsi- 
bility for the double-barrelled 
suicide mission. ■ 

“This operation is the 
genuine retort to the con- 
tinuous daily expansion of 
the enemy's settling process 
in the West Bank and Jeru- 
salem," Fathi Shikaki, 
secretary-general of the 
group, said in an interview 
with AI Noor radio in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 

Most of the 18 Israelis lol- 
led and 62 wounded in Sun- 
day’s attack were soldiers, 
although the dead included at 
least one elderly civilian man. 

Associated Press reporter 
Mike Rotem, one of the first 
journalists who arrived at the 
scene, said victims were 
groaning and calling for help. 

The brunt of the explosion 
was taken by a single army 
company, one of a special 
unit deployed to guard bus 
stops, especially on Sundays 
when they are crowded with 
troops returning from 
weekend furloughs. 

Kit bags, jackets and the 
red berets of the elite para- 
trooper unit, many of them 
bloodstained, lay scattered 
among the broken glass and 
other debris after the blast. 
Religious medical teams 
combed the ground and the 
trees for sc a tt e red bits erf 
flesh, since Jewish law re- 
quires all body parts to be 
buried. 

“There was a huge explo- 
sion. We came outside and 
saw everything was chaired. 
As I moved toward the snack 
bar, X saw body parts, heads, 
aims, a God-awful scene,” 
said eyewitness Haim Her- 
shkovitz. 

Bella Ziom, 42, who owns 
tire snack shop, was made 
with her husband and son and 
at first thought she had been 
knocked to tire floor by an 
electric shock. 

“By tiie time I was able to 


get up there was another 
explosion. Again, the entire 
roof collapsed arid the solar 
panels fell on me,” she said 
from her hospital bed. 

The explosion erupted at 
the Beit lid junction, also 
known as the Sharon junction 
near the coastal town of 
Netanya, about 9:30 a.m. 
(0730 GMT). The site, 
named after an Arab village 
that once stood, there is 30 
kilometres northeast of Tel 
Aviv and about 10 kilometres 
from the West Bank. 

The blast occurred across 
the street from Ashmoret 
prison, where Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, the spiritual leader of 
Hamas, has been serving a 
life sentence since 1989 for 
ordering the killing of Israeli 
informants and outer activi- 
ties against the occupation. 

Officials said the two ex- 
plosions were about three mi- 
nutes apart. 

Survivors reported a man 
wearing a uniform doubled 
over as if to throw up who 
they believe exploded the 
first bomb outside the snack 
bar. When soldiers rushed up 
to see what happened the 
second bomb erupted. 

The bombs are believed 
constructed by a fugitive 
Palestinian chemist and 
Hamas member named 
Yehia Ayash, nicknamed 
“the engineer.” He is be- 
lieved to have built the 
bombs in a number of similar 
attacks, including the one in 
Tel Aviv in October that 
tailed 22 people. 

Arafat aides said he 
phoned Mr. Rabin to con- 
demn the attack and express 
his condolences. 

“Every time we make 
progress in the negotiations 
... some people carry out 
criminal acts aimed at stop- 
ping this progress,” Mr. Ara- 
rat was quoted as saying. 


Ex-Soviet Central Asia 
embraces Islam — but carefully 


By Jntia Robin 

77>e Associated Press 

FERGANA VALLEY, 
Uzbekistan — Ortikali 
UtanoY, a schoolteacher 
and fanner, proudly ticks 

off the ogn* of Tdnmy re- 
vival in his village in the 
rural heart of former Soviet 
Central Asia. 

Since Uzbekistan broke 
free from Moscow three 
years ago, the village has a 
new mosque, schools offer 
Arabic and newspapers 
sing the glories of Central 
Asia's Islamic heyday, bade 
before Russian conquerers 
arrived. 

And yet, mosque attend- 
ance is low in Sharbon- 
chak, and Mr. Utanov him- 
self rarely goes. Many stu- 
dents elect to study English 
rather than Arabic, tome 
villagers axe tiring of the 
media blitz, eyeing it with 
the scepticism they used 
against a lifetime of Soviet 
propaganda. 

“It’s nice we have inde- 
pendence and can learn ab- 
out our culture,” Mr. Uta- 
nov said, sitting on floor 
cushions at the table in his 
mud-walled house. “We’ve 
always been Muslims, 
though.” 

The new nations of Cen- 
tral Asia are rediscovering 
Islam after decades of stifl- 
ing Soviet rule. But they 
are cautious, even in a cra- 
dle of tradition like the 
Fergana Valley where Mr. 


Utanov lives, tucked be- 
tween snowy mountain 
ranges not for west of Chi- 
na. 

Russian and Western 
observers fear this volatile 
comer of Uzbekistan, the 
most populous of the new 
Central Asian nations, 
could be the toehold from 
which Islamic extremism 
might conquer the region, 
filling the vacuum left by 
communism. 

It isn't happening yet. 

One reason is that people 
in Uzbekistan are scared of 
any unrest that could turn 
their country into another 
A^ghaitistan or Tajikistan, 
southern neighbours that 
have been devastated by 
civil war. 

Uzbekistan's president, 
Islam Karimov, plays on 
those fears to crush reli- 
gious extremism and any 
other dissent, while at the 
same time using T^^rn to 
shore up his government’s 
legitimacy. 

It is a delicate balancing 
act for the former Com- 
munist Party boss, who 
now makes pilgrimages and 
sprinkles his speeches with 
references to Allah. 

Meanwhile, living stan- 
dards are declining, which 
could someday do more to 
fuel an Islamic opposition 
than any Mnjahedeen flit- 
ting across the border. 

Prices are climbing, and 
staples at affordable prices 
are rationed. Bos service 


has almost stopped. Hie 
government has stopped 
delivering some things the 
Soviets did provide, at least 
sporadically, such as medi- 
cine and winter fuel. 

“Karimov knows he’s not 
going to solve his Islamic 
problem by making 
speeches against mullahs. 
He’s got to provide food,'* 
said Barnett Rubin, direc- 
tor of Columbia Universi- 
ty’s Centre for the Study of 
Central Asia. 

Mr. Karimov has banned 
Islamic political parties and 
frequently points towards 
Afghanistan and the for- 
mer Soviet republic of Ta- 
jikistan to justify his iron 
role. 

The Soviets fought a 
long, losing war with Isla- 
mic militants in Afghanis- 
tan. Today, Tajikistan’s 
pro-Moscow government 
claims some of those mn- 
jahedeen are arming Tajik 
rebel groups. 

Uzbek troops are helping 
Tajik and Russian govern- 
ment forces guard the 
Af ghan border. 

The kind of Islam that 
Mr. Karimov is promoting 
is the conservative, village 
Islam seen where Mr. Uta- 
nov lives: Light on scrip- 
ture, heavy on folk customs 
and the glory days of the 
silk road trade route, 
roughly the 7th to 17th 
centuries. 

In a country that already 
was poor by Soviet stan- 


dards and is now reeling 
from economic dislocation, 
pollution and other prob- 
lems, the revival of Islam 
and Uzbek pride is one of 
the few gains the govern- 
ment can point to. 

Thousands of mosques 
have been built in the past 
three years, the Holy 
Koran has been translated 
into Uzbek, and monu- 
ments to Central Asian 
conauerers and scholars 
are being erected. 

“The main task is to raise 
a healthy and honest gen- 
eration,” said Usman 
Khan, fin am at a sparkling 
new mosque and religious 
school near Samarkand. 

While be spoke with a 
reporter, birds sang in the 
lush garden and men drank 
tea on wooden platforms 
under old maples. In the 
village outside, female stu- 
dents walked home from 
classes fully veiled, a rare 
sight in Uzbekistan five 
years ago. 

Pakistan contributed to 
building the mosque, an 
example of the new money 
and interest Islamic coun- 
tries have in Uzbekistan. 
Mr. Karimov is looking to 
them and to the West, Chi- 
na and Russia for help with 
gradual free-market re- 
forms. 

People in Uzbekistan are 
afraid to talk with strangers 
about Mr. Karimov. But 
the balance he has struck 
with Islam, at least. 


appears to have support, 
especially in Tashkent, a 
diverse capital that was the 
fourth largest city in the 
Soviet Union. 

The harassed opposition 
in exile finds rare common 
ground with Mr. Karimov 
on the question of Islamic 
extremism. 

“Even Karimov is better 
than civil war,” A bd uma- 
nob Pulatov, a human 
rights activist who fled Mr. 
Karimov's government, 
said in an interview in Mos- 
cow. “In a civil war, there 
wouldn’t be tens of political 
prisoners as there are now, 
but tens of thousands." 

In Mr. Ulanov's village, 
religions passions are kept 
in check not only by fears 
of Tajikistan -style unrest, 
but also by memories of the 
ethnic violence that killed 
hundreds in a nearby part 
of the Fergana Valley in 
1990. 

“That we don’t want,” 
Mr. Utanov says, pointing 
towards Tajikistan. 

To him, being Muslim 
means following old Uzbek 
traditions. In his house, 
heads are covered, and at 
meals everybody make ges- 
tures of th anks to Allah. 

“Religion is not very de- 
veloped here," said 
another teacher, Khidoyai 
Kambarova, who, like vir- 
tually all village women, 
wears a head scarf. “Main- 
ly old people follow reli- 
gion.” 


the IMF,” “IMF-supported 
Macroeconomic Stabilisation 
and Structural Adjustment — 
an Evolving Process,” “Eco- 
nomic Policy, Public Interest 
and the Role of the Media,” 
“Design of IMF-supported 
Structural Programmes — 
Key Policy Instruments and 
Structural Reform ~ Compo- 
nents,” “Economic Reforms 
in the Arab Countries and 
Future Challenges," The IAF 
and the Arab countries.” 
On Sunday, Osmal Al 
Ansari, advisor to the 
London-based Arab Bank for 
International Investment, 
addressed the gathering’s 
concluding session and brief- 
ly outlined activities in the 
international securities’ mar- 
ket and related agencies. 


U.S. policy-makers fear new isolationist trend 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
foreign policy-makers are 
worried about a new tide of 
isolationism they see 
sweeping across America 
and, in particular, waning 
support for tiie idea that 
the country needs to be 
involved in European 
security. 

As public servants, they 
are reluctant to take poli- 
tical sides, but there is little 
doubt that "the Republican 
takeover of Congress this 
month, which has brought 
a number of right-wingers 
to prominent positions, has 
boosted their fears. 

The long agony of Bosnia 
and the more recent deba- 
cle of the Russian attack on 
Chechenya have also done 
much to spread the notion 
that, now that the Soviet 
nuclear threat has passed, 
the United States should 
stay away from Europe’s 
quarrels. 

Such views represent a 
serious obstacle to State 
Department personnel and 
other officials engaged in 
trying to build what they 
call a new European 
“architecture" to replace 
the East-West divide of the 
cold war. 

Government leaders 
from President Bill Clinton 
downwards insist that they 


can work with Congress, 
which in any case has only 
liim'ted power to alter fore- 
ign policy. But it is the 
public mood more than the 
Congress itself that con- 
cerns them. 

Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Holbrooke 
told a meeting of officials 
and analysts this week that 
there was “overwhelming 
scepticism” about the idea 
that U.S. national interests 
require an engaged interna- 
tional security policy. 

Senators had '“told me 
flatly that that simple truth 
is the one thing they can’t 
sell to their constituents," 
sources present quoted Mr. 
Holbrooke as saying. 

"While we in this room 
can agree about the policy 
of NATO expansion, or 
how to deal with 
Chechenya, to the Amer- 
ican body politic it's all 
crap,” he said. "They don't 
want any pan of it." 

Despite this, officials say 
the administration will 
press ahead with the policy 
of admitting East Euro- 
pean nations to NATO at 
some undefined future date 
and boosting the 53-nation 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

The obstacles are foreign 
as well as domestic. The 
three-year-old Bosnian war 


shows no sign of ending 
and Russia has objected 
strongly to the NATO ex- 
pansion plan. 

The war in Chechenya — 
where Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin claimed 
Thursday to have crushed a 
rebellion after a bloody 
five-week onslaught — has 
raised doubts over whether 
Washington should still 
treat him as a strategic ally. 

“We are trying to create 
a new security architecture 
while parts of the house are 
on fire ” Mr. Holbrooke 
conceded. 

But to Washington there 
is no alternative and not 
only because European 
countries, Washington be- 
lieves, are still looking for 
American leadership. 

In the U.S. view, NATO 
cannot remain an exclusive 
Western club, while to 
drop Mr. Yeltsin means 
risking the loss of all the 
cooperation achieved with 
Russia since the cold war. 
At worst, it could mean a 
return to nuclear con- 
frontation. 

Many critics, however, 
both in and out of Con- 
gress,? question the admi- 
nistration's assumptions. 

At the moment, the main 
challenge to the Clinton 
foreign policy is shaping up 
as an assault on its foreign 
aid programme — of which 


Russia is a leading benefici- 
ary — and the Agency for 
International Development 
(AID) which administers 
it. 

Jesse Helms, a conserva- 
tive North Carolina Repub- 
lican and the new chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, has 
charged that much aid goes 
down “foreign ratholes,” 
and one bill already before 
Congress wants to abolish 
aid and slash foreign assist- 
ance. 

Some, though far from 
all. Republicans are 
opposed to sending U.S. 
troops to patrol the Golan 
Heights in the event of a 
peace deal between Israel 
and Syria, though a U.S. 
presence is widely consi- 
dered the linchpin of any 
agreement. 

Government officials are 
fighting back, but AID 
administrator Brian 
Atwood admits a problem 
of perception. Most Amer- 
icans, he said this week, 
think 20 per cent of their 
dollars go for foreign aid, 
while the real figure is less 
than one-half of one per 
cent. 

A worried administration 
is looking at plans to merge 
AID and another indepen- 
dent body, the arms control 
and disarmament agency, 
into the state department. 


Publicly, Mr. Clinton re- 
jects a new isolationism. In 
a speech in Cleveland, 
Ohio, last week he blamed 
such a U.S. policy after 
World War I for encourag- 
ing the rise of Nazism and 
other extremist ideologies 
in Europe. 

Mr. Clinton told a con- 
ference on trade and in- 
vestment in Eastern and 
Central Europe that it was 
tempting for Americans to 
say “look, we’ve got more 
problems than we can 
handle here at home, so 
let's just forget about the 
rest of the world." 

But, he went on, “the 
whole future of the world 
and the future of our chil- 
dren here in the United 
States depend on our con- 
tinued involvement and 
leadership in the world." 

Some foreign affairs 
groups, however, such as 
tiie Coalition for American 
Leadership Abroad, fear 
Mr. Clinton himself may 
succumb to similar tempta- 
tions. 

In a letter to the presi- 
dent this week, signed by 
headers, of 11 think-tanks 
groups, the 
Iroatition^frged him to shun 
• officials who favoured 
“pre-emptive capitulation 
to isolationist voices across 
the nation and on Capitol 
Hill.” 


Rains hinder rescue efforts 


(Continued from page 1) 
($1.5 billion), insurance 
agents have told Britain’s 
Sunday Telegraph newspap- 
er. 

The bill, if confirmed, 
would be one of the heaviest 
marine claims to hit the mar- 
ket from a single disaster in 
its three centuries of opera- 
tions, the weekly paper said. 

Kobe store owners set up 
their own patrols after loot- 
ing broke out in the city's 
biggest shopping mall, the 
first outbreak since the disas- 
ter in Japanese society's 
acclaimed civility. 

Around 10 million yen 
($100,000) worth of goods 
were taken from the town 
centre mall, shopowners said 
Sunday. 

Japan's bungled attempt to 
cope with the quake has been 
highlighted by reported argu- 
ments within the bureaucracy 
over whether it was a “parti- 
cularly terrible disaster” or 
not. 

Designating a disaster as 
“particularly terrible” deter- 
mines how much money is 
allocated to the victims by tiie 
central government. 

The National Land Agency 
first proposed cheap loans to 
small and medium- sized 
businesses to help them re-* 
cover from the quake, the 
Mainichi Shim bun reported 
over the weekend. 

But the agency backed 
down on Friday, saying there 
was not enough time to com- 
plete the necessary paper- 
work, the newspaper said. 

The government then de- 


cided at a subsequent cabinet 
meeting that the quake 
should be “dealt with in the 
same manner as that officially 
designated as a particularly 
terrible disaster,” Mainichi 
said. 

A British rescue team and 
the country’s first consign- 
ment of relief supplies are 
scheduled to arrive on Mon- 
day, while Australia will start 
delivering 200,000 litres 
(52,000 gallons) of bottled 
mineral water the same day. 

A 66-year-old man and a 
78-year-old woman were res- 
cued Sunday after spending 
128 hours buried in the de- 
bris. Doug Copp of the 
American rescue team based 
in San Francisco said there 
was a “good possibility” that 
more survivors would still be 
found. But rains dampened 
hopes. 

Rescuers from the United 
States and France used track- 
ing dogs to comb the rubble 
of a collapsed elevated rail- 
way Nation but found nei f her 
bodies nor survivors. 

“So far we've come up nth 
zero” in two days of sear- 
ching, said Carolyn Hebard, 
who works with a German 
shepherd named Pascba. 

Heavy rain fell for most of 
the day Sunday, raising fears 
of landslides and shifting de- 
bris. Police evacuated hun- 
dreds of people from about 
34 landslide-prone neigh- 
bourhoods. 

But no major mud slides 
were reported by Sunday 
night, and the forecast called 
for skies to dear Monday 
afternoon. 


Grozny 

underfire 

(Continued from page 1) 

Russian Jiguli^sedan doing a 
sudden about-uurn at the 
weekend just before a roadb- 
lock. 

The five fighters inside 
were apparently trying to get 
to nearby Bamut which is 
being bombed by the Rus- 
sians. But they nearly ran 
into a roadblock manned by 
supporters of multimil- 
lionaire Beslan Gantemirov, 
a sworn enemy of Mr. 
Dudayev. 

Just 10 kilometres away, it 
was the opposite story. Resi- 
dents of a small village in the 
Chatoi region stopped the 
Gantemirov supporters from 
ferrying arms towards Groz- 
ny, apparently to pro- 
Russian parti sans . 

Arietta, who lost her son in 
the fitting last week, told 
AFP: "We couldn't let them 
pass. It's shameful for 
Chechenya to help the Rus- 
sians.” 

In Moscow hundreds of 
people gathered near the 
headquarters of the Soviet 
Union’s former KGB security 
police on Sunday to mourn 
the victims of Russia's bloody 
attempt to crush tiny 
Cbechenya’s independence 
bid. 

Former reform thief Yegor 
Gaidar and human rights 
commissioner Sergei Kovaly- 
ov both called for an end to 
the _sevt "-week campaign. 


Israeli cabinet 

(Continued from page 1) 


thorise public investment on 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip for public building and 
infrastructure such as 
schools, kindergartens and 
dinics. It would also examine 
private building plans. 

Six ministers abstained in a 
vote on the decision, but no 
one opposed it. 

The committee will review 
bousing ministry plans. 

They include a project to 
build 7,500 homes for Palesti- 
nians as well as 4,000 for 
Israelis in and around Jeru- 
salem this year, Israel radio 
reported. 

By the end of the year 
7,500 homes would be ready 
for Palestinians in the areas 
of Shufat, Abu Dis and AI 


Azzariyaha, the radio said. 

At the same time 1,080 
units would be built in Maale 
Aduraim, 800 in Givat Zeev, 
900 in Betar and several 
dozen in Givon Hadasha, all 
settlements outside Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Rabin pledged last 
week in talks with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat that a 
freeze on government spend- 
ing for settlement building 
would be effective and that 
no more land would be seized 
for houses. 

The pledge came after 
Palestinian calls to halt the 
autonomy negotiations and 
resignation threats by left- 
wing ministers over settle- 
ment construction. 

A partial freeze on settle- 
ments announced by Mr. 
Rabin after winning the 1992 
general elections was not ap- 
plied to “greater Jerusalem." 
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Economy 



World Bank re mains 
upbeat on private money 


flows to developing world 


PARIS (AFP) — Private 
capital flows into developing 
countries hit an estimated re- 
cord $173 billion last year, a 
four-fold increase from 1989, 
and Mexico's finance crisis is 
unlikely to reverse the up- 
trend, the World Bank 
affirmed Sunday. 

It said developing coun- 
tries’ share in global foreign 
direct investment (FDI) rose 
sharplv to 37 per cent of the 
total in 1993. from 29 per 
cent in 1992, with China 
emerging as the world's 
largest single recipient of 
foreign investment, reporting 
inflows totalling S26 billion. 

Presenting its annual re- 
port on developing country 
debt and financial flows, 
senior World Bank econom- 
ists said the massive expan- 
sion of private flows was 
rooted in "real economic 
transformation" including the 
globalisation activity, trade 
liberalisation and privatisa- 
tion. 

Investors' flight from Mex- 
ico after the bungled year- 
end peso devaluation re- 
flected a “very specific” Mex- 
ican problem. Malvina Pol- 
lock. coauthor of the report, 
told reporters here. 

After initial “panic" on the 
markets — including turmoil 
in Asia — they were likely to 
realise that this did not 
threaten the financial system, 
as did the Third World debt 
crisis when it erupted a de- 
cade ago. she said. 

The World Bank projected 
an overall 1994 net resource 
flow of S227 billion to the 
developing world, an all-time 
high. 

But this would be only a 
’•modest" rise over the 1993 


figure of S213 billion, which 
marked a 40 per cent jump 
from 1992 to more than twice 
the 1990 level of $103 billion. 

The World Bank linked 
this to a sharp slowdown in 
net long-term private capital 
flows, which were up by just 
under 9.0 per cent after a 
massive 55 per cent rise in 
1993 to $159 billion. 

It said the slowdown was 
due to price corrections in 
some overvalued emerging 
markets, fuelled by rising 
U.S. interest rates from early 
in 1994, which triggered tur- 
moil in the bond markets, 
and “adverse political and 
economic developments” in 
some developing countries. 

The virtual explosion of 
private flows in 1993 was due 
mainly to economic reforms 
in many developing coun- 
tries, which restored their 
creditworthiness in the wake 
of the commercial debt crisis, 
now in its “twilight” phase, it 
said. 

A “spectacular” surge in 
portfolio equity investment 
which reached $47 billion in 
1993, a 13-fold increase from 
1989, was a key feature, spur- 
red by financial liberalisa- 
tion, easier foreign access to 
emerging stock markets and 
large-scale privatisations. 

But the World Bank pro- 
jected a decline last year 
$39.5 billion in this compart- 
ment, as market corrections 
cooled the enthusiasm for 
such investment. 

Bond issues by developing 
countries on the international 
capital market more than 
doubled in 1993 to a gross 
total of S53 billion. 

But the World Bank fore- 
saw a decline to $50 billion in 


1994 in the wake of the turbu- 
lence that hit world bond 
markets as U S. interest rates 
tamed up. 

The declines in these two 
sectors were likely to be 
largely offset, however, by a 
continued steady expansion 
of FDI, which rose by 42 per 
cent in 1993 to $67 billion and 
should increase moderately 
to $78 billion in 1994. 


Asian middle income coun- 
tries secured about 56 per 
cent of these non-debt- 
creating flows while another 
25 per cent went to Latin 
America, the World Bank 
said. 

Private capital now 
accounts for thee-quarteis of 
all long-tenn flows to the 
developing world, up from 44 
per cent in 1990, the report 
said. 


Official aid, on the other 
hand, has more or less stag- 
nated at about $54.5 billion, 
after peaking at just under 
$62 billion in 1991 in the 
wake of the Gulf war. 

While most low-income 
countries, including Sub- 
Sahran Africa, more and 
more rely on official develop- 
ment finance, most private 
flows went to 20-oda East 
Asian and Latin American 
middle-income countries. 

But Asia’s two low-income 
giants. China and India — 
with a 1993 per capita GNP 
of respectively $490 and $290 
— also benefitted from these 
flows. 

The World Bank said de- 
veloping nations' overall, 
which stood at $658 billion in 
1980, was just short of the 
$2,000 billion mark at end- 
1994. 


Information projected 
as vital for growth 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) 
— Ministers of the Saudi-led 
Gulf alliance have agreed on 
measures that will lower in- 
terferences on telecom- 
munications frequencies, 
especially in border areas, 
the secretary-general 
announced. 

Sheikh Fahim Al Qassimi, 
secretary-general of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, said 
that the ministers also agreed 
that telephone revenues will 
be split between initiator and 
receiving countries. Previous- 
ly, the initiator counrry kept 
die revenues. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Qatar, 
Oman, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Bahrain in a 13- 
year -old alliance seeking gra- 
dual movement Toward a 
European-style common 
market. 

Other derisions at the con- 
ference chaired by Bahrain's 
Transport Minister Ali Bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, included 
'setting up a committee to 
study unification of postal 
fees, and ratifying a program- 
me for training of workers in 
the telecommunications field. 

The ministers of transport, 
communications, post, tele- 
graphs and telephones met 
on the sidelines of the 8th 
Middle East Electronic Com- 
munications Show and Con- 
ference that Bahrain hosts 
every two years. The event, 
which briQgs together inter- 
national experts and latest 
products in the field, is 
accompanied by a separate 
show and conference on the 
latest in electronic and broad- 
casting technology. 

Information technology 
was projected as vital for 
national economic growth as 
the high-level conferences 
aimed at meeting the needs 
of the Gulf s fast growing 
communications and' broad- 


casting industries went under 
way earlier in the day. 

“Information in the 21st cen- 
tury will be vital for national 
economy growth.** said 
Bahrain's transport minister. 

Greg Nelson, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of 
Motorola's European, 
Middle-East and Africa pag- 
ing products division, was 
even more specific. 

“The world is on the brink 
of what will become known 
as the great age of telecom- 
munications,” he told the 
conference in a keynote 
address. “Around the world 
we see emerging economies 
place telecommunications at 
the top of their priority lists.” 

Sheikh KhaJifa noted that 
Bahrain has joined forces 
with the rest of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates — to install a 
fiber optic link across die 
Gulf, named Fog. 

The cable will connect 
eventually with the global fi- 
ber link known as Flag, he 
said. 

Bahrain also took a share 
in the sea-me-we II cable 
which runs from Singapore to 
France, he said. 

Mr. Nelson said the tele- 
communications industry was 
forecast to be worth $3 tril- 
lion by the year 2010. 

The Middle East is ex- 
periencing health growth as 
oil economies diversity. 
Lebanon rebuilds after a 15- 
year civil war. and the 
Palestinians settle into auton- 
omy. all creating a market for 
modem communications of 
all types, he said. 

Motorola estimated that 
Bahrain, an island of half a 
nriffion, had 55,000 pagers in 
use, and that today there 
were over 50 million pagers 
in use around the world. 


Oman seeks to end budget 


deficit by year 2000 —official 

_ r ii , a « 1002 fionTK fnr the firtt 10 


Rampant statistics fraud 
hampers China ’s planning 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
has uncovered more than 
70,000 cases of statistics fraud 
in the past seven months. 
Xinhua has said, reflecting a 
grotving trend that is severely 
hampering macro-economic 
planning. 

More than 20,000 of the 
cases involved “false reports, 
deceptions, forgeries and dis- 
tortions.” the official news 
agency said, citing sources 
involved in a joint national 
inspection by the State Statis- 
tics Bureau." Ministry of Su- 
pervision and the State Coun- 
cil's Bureau of Legislative 
Affairs. 

According to the investiga- 
tion. a large number of offi- 
cials across the country are 
turning in falsified economic 
data for industrial output, in- 
vestment and per capita in- 
come. as well as bogus 
population figures. 

The trend has grown in 
recent years with the practice 
of awarding bonuses or 
promotions to cadres who 


can claim major successes in 
implementing central socio- 
economic policies in their re- 
gions. 

“As a matter of fact, fi- 
gures have become the deci- 
sive factor in getting promo- 
tion in some areas, and once 
you are promoted in that 
way, you tend to keep on 
reporting false figures.” said 
a participant 3 t a national 
statistics working conference 
in Beijing. 

Fabricating statistics had 
disastrous consequences in 
China during the 1958 Great 
Leap Forward when officials 
— faced with unachievable 
agricultural and industrial 
output targets — falsified 
crop figures and helped 
plunge the country into a 
famine that killed millions. 

More than 32,000 cases in- 
volved officials delaying or 
simply refusing to make re- 
ports. Xinhua said, decrying 
what it described as “this 
deplorable phenomenon.” 


German unions , employers 
seek compromise in pay round 


BONN (R) — German trade 
unions have signalled ahead 
of this year’s pay round and a 
key meeting with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl that they are 
ready to stop considering pay- 
cuts as taboo if it means 
attacking high unemploy- 
ment. 

Employers have also said, 
in a country where consensus 
between the two sides has 
been the key to post-war 
economic success, that they 
could be prepared to com- 
promise if unions agree to 
give up some rigid working 
practices. 

The newspaper Sonntag- 
Express quoted an unnamed 
union chief as saying that 
accepting pay cuts would be 
the price to pay for a long- 
standing demand by the un- 
ions — further cuts in work- 
ing times which are already 
the shortest in Europe. 

Unions hope cuts in hours 
could be used to create more 


jobs or at Ieasi safeguard 
existing ones, as in a ground- 
breaking model agreed with 
Volkswagen A.G. (V.W.) 
car workers last year. 

“Under, certain’ conditions 
we would give up our princi- 
ple of shorter hours with full 
pay,” the union chairman 
said. “Shorter working hours 
cost money. We are ready to 
accept pay cuts to cover these 
costs if the employers commit 
themselves in writing to em- 
ploy correspondingly more 
workers.” 

Roland Issen. chairman of 
the D/ white-collar union, 
added: "We have to accept 
that shorter working times 
can’t be achieved on full 
pay.” 

The sacrifice of what has 
been a sacred cow to the 
unions is a recognition that 
economic recovery- has hardly- 
dented the ranks of more 
than 3.5 million unemployed 
in Germany and that firms 


used the recession to 
rationalise and cut labour 
needs. 

Last year the chemicals un- 
ion I.G. Chemie agreed to a 
low two per cent pay rise in 


exchange for job security 
Workers at Volkswagen, 


Europe's biggest carmaker, 
saved 30,000 jobs by agreeing 
to a four-day week with cor- 
responding pay cuts. 

But ominously, V.W. says 
it has rationalised so far that 
the jobs will have to go soon- 
er or later. And more and 
more manufacturers are 
building their new factories 
outside Germany 

Union bosses met last 
week to prepare a paper for 
their meeting with Mr. Kohl 
Wednesday. The gathering 
could set the tone for this 
spring's pay talks and — so 
unions and employers hope 
— avert a repeat of 1994’s 
engineering sector pay 
strikes. 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman, a 
small Gulf oil producer, in- 
tends to bring its budget de- 
ficit to zero in the next five- 
year development plan which 
starts in 1996, a World Bank 
official said Sunday. 

Ram Chopra, director of 
the bank's Middle East and 
North Africa division, spoke 
to reporters after talks with 
Oman's Sultan Qaboos Bin 
Said and Omani officials on 
the economy. 

He said Sultan Qaboos “is 
very committed to making 
sore that in the next develop- 
ment plan (1996-2000) 
budget deficits are to be 
brought to zero,” be said. 
“Oman like other countries 
in the Gulf has been facing 
budgetary difficulties.” 

Mr. Chopra’s visit was 
linked to giving the Arab 
Gulf state advice on planning 
a conference Oman is to bold 
in June to address its domes- 
tic economic policies. 

He said be was “satisfied 


that it is fully released in 
Oman that action needs to be 
taken to address the issues of 
budget difficulties, increasing 
public savings—" 

World Bank and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund 
reports last year said 
needed to cut spend- 
ing and raise revenues to 
reduce unsustainable budget 
deficits. 

Oman has started im- 
plementing some of the ideas 
in the World Bank report, 
many of which emerged when 
a team visited Oman in early 
1993, including giving the pri- 
vate sector a greater role. 

Spending and the deficit 
were budgeted to rise slightly 
this year. Oman said in Janu- 
ary it expects its 1995 budget 
deficit to rise to 312 miliion 
riyals ($810.3 million) from 
301 million riyals ($781.8 mil- 
lion) in 1994. 

Oman's 1994 actual budget 
deficit appears to have been 
cut by close to a quarter from 


1993 — figures for the first 10 
months of each year show a 
decline to 237 million riyals 
($616 million) from 310 mil- 
lion ($806 miliion). 


Current spending also 
site of what 


rose, the opposite of what the 
IMF and World Bank recom- 
mended. 

The current spending in- 
crease included a rise in de- 
fence spending to 667 tnflhon 
riyals (sl.73 billion) in 1995 
from 612 milli on ($1.59 bil- 
lion) in 1994. That isa28 per 
cent share of total budgeted 
spending of 2.16 bfifion riyals 
($5.62 billion). 

Mr. Chopra said Oman 
needs to place special emph- 
asis on employment and the 
labour sector. 

Its population is growing at 
•3.5 to 3.9 per cent per year. 


among the highest in the 
ddh “ 


Middle East. Half the 
population is 15 or under, 
young Omanis who will soon 
be seeking jobs. 
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Announcement 

By 

Jordan Export Development & Commercial 
Centres Corporation JEDCO 


To the Business Community. As a Europartinariat ( a European 
Business Partnership Organising Scheme ) National Counselor, we 
invite you to paticipate in the : 


Europartinariat Nordrhein-Westfalen 1995 


Which will take place in the city of Dortmund-Gcrmany during the 
period 20-21/3/1995, with over 350 German companies from the 
following sectors will be participating in this event : 


01) Building. 

02) Textiles & clothing . 

03) Food products & beverages . 

04) Metal working & processing . 

05) Electrical engineering, electronics. 

06) Services, research and development. 

07) Furniture, wood, paper, printing industry. 

08) Trade mediation, wholesale and retail trade. 

09) Process, measuring and control engineering, optics. 

10) Chemical industry, plastic products, glass & ceramics 

1 1) Mechanical engineering , plant and motor vehicle engineering 




Participating German companies will be ready to go into 
partnership business deals and joint ventures with interested 
Jordanian businessmen. This will cover all areas of technical, 
commercial and service partnership . 




For more information, please call- our Marketing Department at 
(603507), or visit our offices located behind the Ministry of 
Industry & Trade . 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I believe in creation and evolution. 
1 believe God created man and 
now he’s evolving into an ape!" 


Horoscope not received 
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{Answers 1 □ mo rro w } 
FIXING GATHER 


YKtemay 5 I Jur7,£ * s T ' ELD 

1 Answer Now the honj, -man's shoddy wprti left rhe 
home owner — UNHINGED 


THE Daily Crossword by Rlchan) Thomas 


ACROSS 
i PanJcgum 
6 Yegg's target 
10 Picmre card 

14 *— Parts* 

15 Prasa 

16 Cufrurai 


17 Orton's brtgttes 


18 Wombs or 
waltaby 
SO Cut of POrti 

22 Etfronery 

23 Potow dosefy 

24 Fabric pattern 
28 Louvre film 

30 Venerate 

31 Pacific island 

35 Fabric a tion 

36 Flowering pUnt 
38 Croup 

40 Sortie, e.g. 

42 Dina dish 

43 Mating to 
government by 

the rtefi 

4 Q Ugm shades 

50 *— I say. rw_* 

51 floduse*s 
Dhobis? 

52 Hunks 
58 Morose 
SB Not hidden 
GO Auunyiibe 

aircraft 

61 Samovars 

62 VaBd propos iti on 

53 lAe lampreys 

54 Thrash 
65 Thai guy 


DOWN 
1 Pubkases 
S Rapid pace 

3 Forum hock 

4 Opening offers 

5 Liberation 

6 Descriptive 
device 

7 Pan of UAE 
6 In favor of 

9 Nav. rank 

10 Quips 

1 1 *1 went — . Km 
the...’ 

12 Have a yen 



13 Actor Richard 
19 Labor group 
21 Doeneumbef 

24 Lake fish 

25 Came tt earth 
X Btnktn 

27 UWyeBow 
cheese 

28 — me Ungaro 

29 Riding horses 

32 Emmy. « at 

33 Cod one's heals 

34 Opposed 

38 Cosby or Clinton 
37 Rawls and Hate 

39 MIL swart 

41 Thrown weapon 

42 Rosed oats 
cereal 

44 Mostoflbaai 

45 Dove sound 

46 Outmoded 

47 Glassy stone 

40 Plam with prtewy 
leaves 

49 Leoer closer 


S3 Kaiwuna* 55 Laurel 

53 Partly; peel. 5- ftiq 

54 Bom&adi 58 Wrath 


Jordan Times tel. 667171 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 
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‘No capital 
gain tax 9 

☆☆ “First class" official 
sources said that the income 
ox draft law was withdrawn 


ds\ . said? and that a new draft, which 

i?aj capjjyi^ would not include a capital 

rentiate between individuals 
and companies, is being pre- 
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☆☆ Amman was selected as 
the site for the secretariat of 
the economy development 
working group which was 
formed after the multilateral 
negotiations on the Middle 
East. The secretariat will fol- 
low up on the recommenda- 
tions of the working group 
(Al Ra’i). 
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☆☆ International prices of 
sesame seeds have risen from 
S750 a tonne to SI, 100 a 
tonne and, as such, tahineh 
(sesame paste) factories 
raised their prices to JD 1 .45 
a kilogramme, compared to 
JD 1.000 previously. With 
the prices of tahineh going 
up, the price of a plate of 
hummos is expected to go up 
too (Al Aswaq). 

■£r& The number of computer 
businesses exceeds 350. with 
a noticeable presence in Gar- 
dens Street (Wash Al T al). 
However, only 10 of these 
businesses are able to enter 
large tenders. With high de- 
mand for computers from 
banks and government minis- 
tries, the computer sector is 
expected to remain active in 
the near future (Al Aswaq). 

*☆ Coffee prices went down 
by an average of JD 1 per 
kilogramme. As a result, a 
kilogramme now costs JD 5. 
An official source at the 
Ministry of Supply said the 
ministry was continuing its 
demands to traders to farther 
lower prices to JD 4.5 a 
kilogramme as coffee prices 
are Ming internationally (Al 
Ra’i). 
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Zarqa Educational and 
Investment Company is 
accepting subscription for 
new shares floated to all its 
ThfiP™"^ shareholders registered on 
s : :£ \ o'J ' rc DOt , - 1 Jan . 8, 1995. The new shares, 
* -*• rr T-' 1 priced at JD 1-200 (JD par 

Ron V2i#^ value and 200 fils premium), 
",-Jv i fresh 030 ^ reflect the increase in the 
iJCis. ‘c-hool. capital of the company by JD 

■■■'" " vvear 1-5 million. Shareholders 
o." cannot bujr more than 50 per 
, -.r. s,ar 0601 of their equity as of Jan. 

If f I 'tlfrd as * 8, 1995. This private sub- 

Vauf^- scrip tion ends on Jan. 29, 

f “„ \ 1995 1* 1 R*' 1 )- 

■* '■!> s — fT . r n takf s 
t CT rsfusia? 10 


. six-pw^j The Zarqa Municipality 

[fie sof is finalising its 1995 budget 
V.ijccJ- '"T^ er ent % which is expected to be 
like around the same level of 
OP* 1994, JD 6.7 million, the 


*—V A j men; 

— - JU U. / UlliUUII. LUC 

sd^. municipality spent JD 5.1 
J-r fVaJaina 2 ^ Mlion last year against a 
Tlje^ revenue of JD 53 million, 
sc: "lies ]: the figures representing 77 

1 ‘ . 1 -ktd tfctf ^ P« cent and 86 per cent 
k cTl-L : 1 ^7 ^ oD i' s , respectively of the amounts 
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consists of three 
Boeing 707s. Royal Jorda- 
nian carried 55,000 tonnes of 
cargo in 1994, 1.5 per cent 


MuiMg A* 1 more than previous year. The 
_l lot*® 1 cargo fleet is expected to 
COR™ 9 * increase flight hours to 8,800 

^ The Ministry of Educa- 
to (offix tion has agred with the cen- 
~-' er ‘ tral bank on issuing special' 


-*• -■ -fh.irt. rZ. 
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for the teachers to obtain 
J: housing loans from the fund 
: f will be carried out through 
the Housing Bank (Al Ra'i). 
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Hindu groups step up ‘Buy Indian’ campaign 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Right-wing Hindu groups 
which once advocated free 
trade are now urging Indians 
to shun foreign goods and 
“Buy Indian” in a stepped-up 
campaign against the govern- 
ment swee trine economic re- 
forms. 

Walls in the capital are 
scrawled with graffiti de- 
nouncing multinational cor- 
porations and Prime Minister 
P*V. Narasimha Rao’s efforts 
to globalise an Indian eco- 
nomy that remained largely 
sheltered until three-and-a- 
half years ago. 

One of the slogans reminds 
people of a successful crusade 
against British products 
which Mahatma Gandhi 
waged during India’s inde- 
pendence struggle in which 1 
bonfires were routinely made 
of foreign goods. 


“We want to create a 
nationalist feeling that every 
nation has to evolve a mind 
of its own in economics," S. 
Gurumnrthy, a convenor of 
the Swadeshi Jagran Manch 
(SJM. National Awakening 
Forum), said in an interview. 

“The integration of India 
with the rest of the world will 
be restricted to just one per 
cent of our population," he 
said, referring to criticism 
that only the elite have pro- 
fited from the reforms initi- 
ated by New Delhi in June 
2992 . 

“Our ideas are based on an 
alternative thinking," he 
said. “A nation should large- 
ly live within its means and 
produce for its own market 
with trans-country commerce 
restricted to its needs." 

The SJM has been prom- 
oted by the Rashtriya 
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS, 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 16 - January 20, 1995) 

AMMAN — The dollar depredated sharply against Euro- 
pean currendes at the end of last week, while appreciating 
agains t me yen. It ended the week 131 per cent lower 
against the mark, 1.29 per cent lower against sterling and 
0.88 per cent higher against the yen. 

The dollar retreated against the mark and yen Monday, 
while stabilising against sterling. The dollar’s decline was 
attributed to dealers’ concern that the Federal Open 
Market Committee (FOMC) might postpone tightening its 
monetary policy. Analysts pointed out that die release of 
retail sales and inflat ion indicators showing slower growth, 
as well as the Mexican finan cial crisis might cause the 
FOMC not to tighten its monetary policy at its next 
meeting at the end of the month. 

The dollar appreciated against other major currendes 
Tuesday, especially against the yen. The dollar rose on 
renewed expectations that the FOMC might tighten its 
monetary policy. These expectations were ignited upon the 
release of capacity utilisation figures showing an increase 
from 84.7 per cent in November to 85.4 per cent in 
December. 

Hie dollar continued its appreciation against the mark 
and yen Wednesday, while depredating marginally against 
sterling. The dollar’s appreciation came on the back of 
continued expectations that the FOMC might tighten its 
monetary policy. These expectations were bolstered by the 
release of an economic survey and a statement by the vice 
chairman of the Federal Reserve. The survey showed that 
the U.S. economy is still experiencing accelerating growth 
that might result in inflation. Meanwhile, the vice chairman 
of the Federal Reserve Bank stated that he would support 
further tightening of monetary policy. 

On Thursday, die dollar declined sharply against other 
major currendes. Its decline was due to capital flight from 
Japan to Europe. Analysts attributed this capital flight to 
investors' fear from the losses' that' Japanese ’companies 
might suffer as a result of the recent earthquake that hit 
Japan. The dollar also suffered from news that the 
Bundesbank did not lower its repo rate, contrary to 
dealers’ expectations. 

At the end of the week, the dollar continued its 
depredation against European currendes, while appreciat- 
ing against the yen. The dollar suffered from continued 
capital flows into marks. Dealers' worries that the Federa- 
tion Reserve might intervene to support the Mexican 
currency also contributed to the dollar's weakness. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5116 marks, 
99.42 yen and at $13888 to sterling. 

Nw York Closing Rates for Major C u i r t n dt Ag a i ns t th* 
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National Volunteer Corps), a 
powerful Hindu revivalist 
group and its allies that com- 
mand hundreds of thousands 
of supporters. 

Mr. Gurumurthy, dressed 
in clothes made from home- 
spun cotton, said the SJM 
wanted Indians to boycott 
foreign brands like during the 
country’s independence cam- 
paign and go for only local 
products. 

“If people do not buy the 
wasteful hundreds of multina- 
tional companies, they would 
be standing by their coun- 
try," he said. 

Mr. Gurumurthy, a char- 
tered accountant and an RSS 
activist, said the inflow of 
foreign goods into the coun- 
try would stifle domestic in- 
dustry. 

SJM pamphlets urge Indi- 
ans to shun foreign-made 
products such as toothpaste, 
shaving cream, soaps and de- 
tergents, cosmetics, soft 
drinks, paint, canned food 


jyons, 

stead look for Indian alterna- 
tives. 

The campaign began in 
November 1992, a year after 
the reforms got underway, 
but ebbed after a while. It has 
resumed with renewed vigour 
and ou a nationwide scaSc. 

“We are surprised at the 
response from the people," 
said Mr. Gurumunby, adding 
that thousands have attended 
meetings in cities and towns 
called to popularise the cam- 
paign against globalisation. 

"When we talk of (self- 
reliance), we are talking of 
the way an Indian mind 
approahees life, including 
economics," he said. “Our 
economists do not know the 
Indian ethos.” 

“We are advocating a 
savings-oriented society, a 
society based on conservation 
■which cannot be based on 
exports-based models Mr. 
Gurumurthy said. “The West 
cannot appreciate this." 
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Jordan National Shipping 
Lines profits JD 3.75m 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
National Shipping Lines 
Company saw pre-tax profits 
soar nearly three fold in 1994 
from the previous year, com- 
pany officials said Sunday. 

the company posted a re* 
cord 3.750,000 6mm ($539 mil- 
lion) in pretax profits during 
1994 from JD 1348,990 di- 
nars ($1.94 million) in 1993, a 
company official told Ren- 
ters. 

Jordan National Shipping 
Lines Company is expected 
to distribute a 40 per cent 
dividend on par value of JD 1 
($1.4) per share from 15 per 
rent in 1993, company 
sources said. 

Its annual general meeting 
is in April. 

The company’s record re- 
sults came partly from JD 1 
million ($1.4 million) in pro- 
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23719 
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9.S10 
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fits from the sale of a 16,272 
tonne multi-purpose vessel 
“Jordan 1" last year and a 
strong return on its invest- 
ment portfolio. 

Pretax-profits JD 4.9 mil- 
lion ($7 million) of invest- 
ments rose to over JD 2 mil- 
lion ($2.87 million) from JD 
1.650 million ($2.37 million) 
in 1993. 

The company, with JD 7 
million ($10 million) capital, 
is 24 per cent held by the 
private sector with state- 
owned corporations bolding 
the rest. 

A blue chip share in the 
Amman Financial Market, it 
saw its price soar. a third 
during 1994 to around 3300 
dinars ($5). 

Assets rose to around 18 
million dinars ($25.86 mil- 
lion) in 1994 from 15 million 
dinars ($21.55 million) in 
1993. 


The company, set up in 
1977, owns and operates four 
vessels: two 15,000 tonne 
balk carriers, a 97,000 tonne 
rank er now used for storage 
and a ferry. It also charters a 
multi-purpose vessel. 

The company plans to buy 
three 15,000 tonne bulk car- 
riers for phosphate exports 
and to sell its oil tanker, 
bought during the Gulf crisis 
in 1991 when Iraqi imports 
were cut off. 

Expansion was delayed by 
the Gulf crisis when a U.S.- 
led fleet enforcing an U.N. 
embargo on Iraq discouraged 
maritime traffic to Jordan’s 
Red Sea port of Aqaba. 

Jordan National Shipp ing 
Lines Company plans in 1995 
to expand cargo routes now 
focused on northern Euro- 
pean to the Gulf, India and 
the Far East. 


UAE to boost telecoms 
investment after 
business upturn 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is planning to in- 
crease investment in its tele- 
communications sector fol- 
lowing a surge in business 
caused by economic growth, 
the local press has reported. 

The state-controlled Etisa- 
lat, the UAE's sole telecom- 
munications body, said it 
would boost its paid-up capit- 
al to 1.86 billion dirhams 
($506 million) from around 
1.5 billion dirhams ($408 mil- 
lion). 

The increase means around 
62 per cent of the company’s 
authorised capital of three 
billion dirhams ($816 million) 
has been covered. 

The increase was decided 
by Etisalat Board, which re- 
ported nearly 11 per cent 
growth in telephone business. 

“The number of tele- 
phones in operation in the 
UAE increased to around 
615,000 in 1994 from 553,000 
in 1993,” Etisalat Director 
General Ah' Al Oweis was 
quoted as saying by local 
newspapers. 

Experts said the growth 
was triggered by a surge in 
business, mainly banking, 
construction and trade. They 
said scores of foreign firms 
were setting up bases in the 
UAE, while banks and com- 
panies operating in the Gulf 
country were expanding their 
telecommunications net- 
works to cope with the busi- 


ness upturn. 

Another reason is the in- 
troduction of mobile phones, 
which have exceeded 91,000 
lines, including 30,000 on the 
GSM (Global System for 
Telecommunication Mobiles) 
system. Faxes and tele- 
graphic services have also 
boomed. 

Etisalat, set up in 1975, 
was wholly owned by the 
government until it sold off 
40 per cent of its share to the 
public in the early 1980s. The 
move has enabled the com- 
pany to make high profits 
despite repeated cuts in 
charges. 

The business upswing, also 
spurred by Etisalat’s 
monopoly of telecommunica- 
tions services in the UAE, 
has prompted the company to 
consider buying its own satel- 
lite, although it is a subscri- 
ber to Arabsat, a joint Arab 
satellite venture that has put 
three satellites in orbit over 
the past decade. 

A preliminary study car- 
ried out by Etisalat recently 
showed its satellite would 
cost around 100 million 
dirhams ($27.2 million) but it 
was not clear when it would 
be bought or who would 
supply it. 

Etisalat officials said the 
capital increase would come 
from the company’s own re- 
sources, adding they had de- 
cided to distribute bonus 
shares to shareholders. 


JORDAN MARKET 




(Stow 


FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vitas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
viBas, flats, and building lots 


Commercial and 

residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 



Flat.O.TEL 

-SECURITY 
^•HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY , 


Cafe’ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


For Your Slay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Flats 


All Suites Hotel i 

FLAT O. T E L 

^ A A « iifl A 

liiia. 4>r JLc -uSjLIl 

8639-44 - 8166901 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 




entino 


RESTAURANT 








FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
In Amman 


or further details please call 


hil>;il \niin;in - lirsl cirxlc- 

JltAC*]- ■Ailt.VNM 

, 'IT*!,.: (>54205 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
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The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
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Australian Open 

Americans dominate men’s 


field; Germans knocked out 


MELBOURNE f AP) — De- 
fending champion Pete Sam- 
pras shook off his lethargy 
just in time, rallying from two 
sets down Sunday to defeat 
Sweden's Magnus Larsson 
and seal a place in the quar- 
terfinals of the Australian 
Open Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

He was joined by fellow 
Americans Michael Chang 
and Jim Courier as the 
tournament took on a dis- 
tinctly star-spangled look. 

Sampras was twice within 
two points of defeat in the 
third set against Larsson, but 
recovered to win 4-6. 6-7 
(4-7), 7-5, 6-4, 6-4 in three 
hours and seven minutes. It 
was one of the best come- 
backs of his career after a 
strangely sluggish start. 

The American reversed his 
loss to Larsson in last 
month's Grand Slam Cup An- 
al in Munich. It was only the 
second time in his career that 
Sampras had come two sets 
down to win. 

“I knew going into this 
match that Td have to fight 
hard,” Sampras said. “He 
was playing too good for me 
and if he'd maintained that 
level he would have pulled it 
out. 

“I just hung in there. I 
wasn't playing my best ten- 
nis, but T found a way to pull 
through.” 

Sampras' coach Tim Gul- 
likson was admitted to hos- 
pital two days ago after suf- 
fering from dizzy spells that 
could relate to two strokes he 
suffered late last year. 

Sampras talked with Gul- 
likson before the match, 
gleaning some advice. “It's 
ironic. He was also in hospit- 
al when I played (Larsson) in 
Munich,” Sampras said. 

Larsson, who also led 
Sweden to victory over Rus- 
sia in last month's Davis Cup 
Anal, served 19 aces, while 
Sampras slammed down 18 
himself — 13 of them in the 


last three sets. 

Chang, the No. 5 seed, 
continued his impressive run 
by advancing with a 6-3, 6-2, 
6-4 win over unseeded 
Frenchman Olivier Delaitre. 

“It’s been a good Arst four 
rounds,” Chang said after 
breaking Delaine's serve six 
times. “I still feel very fresh.” 

Courier, the ninth seed and 
two-time champion, scored 
his fourth straight-sets victory 
by defeating Karel Novacek 
of the Czech Republic 6-2, 
6-3, 6-2 and will now face’his 
friend and rival Sampras in 
the quarterfinals. 

Courier broke Novacek 's 
serve Ave times and won in 
just 85 minutes. 

“I’m playing very well.” 
Courier said. “I couldn’t be 
happier with the way I'm 
hitting the ball. (I've been) 
sneaking through the draw.” 

Only Andrei Medvedev, 
the 20-year-old No. 13 seed 
from Ukraine, spoiled the 
American party. 

Medvedev took 3 Vi hours 
to defeat unseeded American 
David Wheaton 3-6, 6-3, 6-4, 
6-7 (5-7). 10-8 and now plays 
Chang. 

“It's one of the most im- 
portant wins in my career and 
will stay in my mind for a 
long rime.” Medvedev said. 
“David was very unlucky not 
to finish it off (when he 
served) at 5-4 in the fifth.” 

The 24-year-old Larsson, 
whose best Grand Slam per- 
formance is making the semi- 
finals at last year’s French 
Open, had not made it past 
the second round in six pre- 
vious appearances at the Au- 
stralian Open. 

The 15th seed has spent the 
past 12 months lifting his 
fitness under the guidance of 
coach Calle Hageskog and 
went into the match with the 
tactic of keeping the ball on 
Sampras' forehand. It almost 
worked. 

The 6-foot-3-inch (1.92 
metres) tall Larsson broke 


FOR RENT 


Newly furnished, three-bedroom , flat, fully 
equipped kitchen, 2 bathrooms and toilets. 
With a telephone. The apartment is located in 
Mekka St. — next to Sindibad Gas Station New 
Building. The flat is on the first floor. 
Interested, please call 864823 
between 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 


WANTED 

For Management Position 


A JORDANIAN EXECUTIVE LOOKING TO WORK 
WITH AN INTERNATIONAL COMPANY IN JORDAN 
9 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL SALES 
AND BROKERAGE OF CONSUMER & TECHNICAL 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES ; 31 - LINGUAL ARABIC/ 
ENGLISH EXCELLENT COMMUNICATION , OR- 
GANIZATIONAL AND ANALYSTICAL SKILLS : 
STRATEGIC PLANNING , CONTRACT NEC-0 Cl A- 
TIONS . OPERATION MANAGEMENT . STAFF 
DEVELOPMENT & SUPERVISION . 


To request C.V. please write to 


P.O.BOX 941087 - AMMAN - 11194 - JORDAN 


BAWADI 

QUEEN ALIA FUND 

for Social Development 

Invites you to 


a Rug & Ceramic Sale 
25% - 75% off 


Monday, Jan. 23 - Sunday, 29 
10:00 am til! 8:00 pm 
QUEEN ALIA FUND'S new offices 
AI Madina A! Munawara St. 

Tel: 825 241 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

’ PHILADELPHIA 


Sampras' serve twice in the 
first set, using dubbing fore- 
hand winners to take it in 33 
minutes. 

There were no service 
breaks in the second set, but 
Larsson moved 5-2 ahead in 
the tiebreaker and served it 


out. 

“He was playing flawless 
tennis the first two sets,” 
Sampras said. “When I won 
the thiid set that was a huge 
turning point.” 

The third set went on serve 
until Sampras broke in the 
11th game and the American 
needed just one break — in 
the seventh game — to take 
out the fourth, which he clin- 
ched with an ace. 

Sampras then took an early 
break in the decisive set and 
held on. Larsson. who had 
been so judidous with his 
placement in the first two sets 
began to make a catalogue of 
errors. 

“I can't play much better 
than I did today. 1 don't think 
I would have lost to too many 
players, but he’s No. 1 in the 
World,” Larsson said. 

“I don't know -if he was 
playing badly or not, but I 
put a lot of pressure on him.” 

Concbita Martinez, the 
No. 2 seed from Spain and 
the current Wimbledon 
champion, made the last 
eight of the women's singles 
with a 6-2, 6-7 (3-7), 6-2 win 
over Irina Spirlea of Roma- 
nia and was joined by No. 4 
Mary Pierce of France, a 6-2, 
6-4 winner in just SO minutes 
of baseline slugging over No. 
10 Anke Huber of Germany, 
who double-faulted on match 
point. 

Huber had won her last 
three meetings with Pierce, 
but was let down by her 
serve. She sent downweight 
double faults and dropped 
serve five times. 

“I really wanted to win 
today. I tried not to think 
about the occasion, or who I 
was playing.” Pierce said. 


Huber was the last German 
left in either singles event. It 
is the first time since 1984 
that no German has made it 
into the quarterfinals of sing- 
les action at any Grand Slam. 
Defending women's cham- 
pion Steffi Graf missed the 
event with a calf muscle in- 


jury. 

“Anke should never have 
got into a shootout with 
Pierce.” said Huber's coach 
Klaus Hofsaiss. “But now I 
think Mary has a good chance 
of winning the tournament.” 

Natasha Zvereva of Be- 
larus rallied from a set and 
1-3 down against Kyoko 
Nagatsuka Japan to win their 
fourth-round match 3-6, 6-3. 
6 - 1 . 

The No. S seed progressed 
to the quarterfinals for the 
first time in six appearances 
at the Open. Nagatsuka 
wilted late in the match, los- 
ing 11 of the last 12 games as 
Zvereva's aggression paid di- 
vidends. 

The tournament, spon- 
sored by Ford, is being play- 
ed on rubberized rebound 
ace courts. It offers prize 
money of S6.2 million and 
continues through Jan. 29. 


Australian Open Notebook 


☆ Angelica Gavaidon has 
an added incentive to win 
matches at the Australian 
Open — prize money to help 
pay for her shopping bills. 

“I'm really bad with 
money.” said Gavaidon, 21, 
who plays No. 3 seed Jana 
Novotna" of the Czech Re- 
public in the fourth round on 
Monday. 

“I spend so much it's a 
joke My dad has to take care of 
it otherwise I would have 
□one. I love spending money 
on clothes." 

Gavaidon, whose best 
Grand Slam performance was 
malting the quarterfinals of 
the 1990 Australian Open, 
said she had set herself a 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT IN W. 
AMMAN 


Ameri.canstyie, total area 700mts with 3 floors, 40 beds. 4 baths, 
separate maids room with facilities. Super deluxe kitchen, 
visitors, lounge, large garden, dunam 16 metre, swimming pool 
with separate showers. Enjoys total privacy and beautiful scen- 
ery. Suitable for diplomats or company. 

For more information, contact 841296 afternoons. 


CAR FOR SALE 


Volvo 360 GLT model 1986 Duty unpaid. Full 
options. Service and maintenance by Volvo agent. 
Excellent condition. Mileage 93.000. Price JD 3.500. 

Phone: 684267 


FLAT FOR RENT 


Location: 

Area: 

Description: 


. Abdoun 

180 square metres. 2nd storey. 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 1 
family room, 1 sitting room, 1 
dining room, 1 kitchen (oven 
included), 1 balcony, & other 
facilities. 


For more Information please call 645215 


FOR SALE 


| Duty unpaid car : 

Chevrolet Caprice Classic 3rug'narr. - Fuli j 
Options - Model 1933, Distance meter 69.000 Km. ? 
Color : Beige - with Brown Leather top. ; 

Note : Able to custom - Temporary Entry or : 
jExempledfrom custom fees for Diplomatic corp.l 


For interested, please call 618657 
Mr. Khaled Damati - Mr. Moh’d Khallad 


1 


Save water...(Lverij. drop counts! 



Larsson Magnus 


target of rewarding herself 
each time she won a match at 
the Australian Open. 

“There's a shop next to my 
hotel and after each win I 
treat myself to a piece of 
clothing.” said Gavaidon, 
who planned on buying a 
blazer after her 2-6, 6-3, 8-6 
third-round win over Amer- 
ican Lori McNeil. 

Gavaidon said she also bad 
to win to cover the costs of 
long-distance phone calls to 
her family and boyfriend. 

☆ Arantxa’s Opinion: 
French and U.S. Open cham- 
pion Arantxa Sanchez Vicar- 
io rates the Australian Open 
the hardest of the four Grand 
Slam tournaments to win. 

“It's the hardest one be- 
cause you have to be able to be 
strong in the hot weather and 
the other conditions that you 
maybe do not have at the 
other tournaments.'' said the 
Spaniard, who is top seed in 
the absence of injured world 
No. 1 Steffi Graf. 

“You have to be ready 
because it can be an indoor 
tournament (when the re- 
tractable roof is closed), like 
has been happening so far.” 

* Chang confident: 
Michael Chang is not afraid 
of facing world No. 1 Pete 
Sampras across a tennis met 
— and believes his fellow 
American's position at the 
top of the tennis mountain is 


not impregnable. 

“No-one is going to be No. 
1 forever.” Chang said after 
his third round 6-3, 7-5, 6-3 
win over Czech Martin 
Damm at the Australian 
Open tennis championships. 
“What goes up. must come 
down.” 

Chang 22, the fifth seed, 
said the depth of men's tennis 
was increasing and it had 
helped turn him into a better 
rounded player. 

“For me it creates more of 
a challenge,” the 1989 French 
Open champion said. 

* Doubling up: Australian 
Tennis legends Ken Rosewall 
and Fred Stolle are among 16 
veterans taking pan in the 
champions doubles event at 
the Australian Open. Rose- 
wall has drawn former Wimb- 
ledon doubles champion Pe- 
ter McNamara as his partner, 
while Stolle, now based in 
north Miami Beach, Fla., will 
play with Vijay Amiitraj of 
India. The Stolle/Amritraj 
team unites rival broadcas- 
ters, Srolle for ESPN and 
Amritraj for the Rupert 
Murdoch-owned Star TV in 
Asia. McNamara and Rose- 
wall are the top seeds, with 
South Africa's Bob Hewitt 
and Chris Lewis of New Zea- 
land the second seeds. 


-if Lindsay Davenport — 
the top-ranked American in 
the Australian Open 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH . ' ' 
ei*w tnmw «»**• Swwcm me 


JACKIE— GENIUS OR ... 7 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

*QJ 

7852 

V 7 6 4 

* Q 9 7 0 2 

WEST EAST 

* 10 9 *76432 

7 A Q 10 9 6 T74 
v J 9 5 3 5 10 8 2 

*83 *KJ5 

SOUTH 

* A K 8 6 

T K J3 

:• A K Q 

* A 10 4 
The bidding; 

Sooth Weal North Eaat 

3 NT Pass Paaa Pane 

Opening lead: Queen cf . 

Among the nort amusing articles 
in bridge are those the late Sonny 
Mpyae wrote about his wife Jackie, 
who produced the most amazing 
plays at the table. TktBridgt World 
has collected acme of the article* in 
a booklet. < Available from the maga- 
zine. 39 W. 94th Su New York. N.Y. 
10025 $4.50. plus SI .50 postage & 
handling. I Here's a sample. 

"The second- round found us 
against Ozzie Jacoby and a charm- 
ing partner I didn't know I opened 


the heart queen. Ozzie won and led a 
low spade to dummy. I was slightly 
uneasy about the intent look that 
Jaclde gave my nine of spades, but 
there wasn't much I could do about 
iL A tow dub was led from dummy, 
Ozzie's obvious intention being to 
paw the trick to me. the non-danger 
band. But a wondrous thing hap- 
pened: On dummy's dub deuce. 
Jackie popped up with the king! 

"Do I have to explain how this 
remarkable play sabotaged Mr. Ja- 
coby's drought process and plans? A 
mere nine tricks were now insignifi- 
cant 13 tricks seemed there for the 
taking. So. probably with Pie hope 
that other North-South pain also 
would fail to bid the slam. Ozzie 
took the marked finesse for the jack 
of dubs . 

"Having calmly raked in the 
fourth trick, angel went into a hud- 
dle and my white-hot enthusiasm 
cooled at the rate of 10 degrees per 
second. Didn't sbe have another 
heart? What u-as sbe thinking 
about. Oh.Vood grief, that horrible 
nine of spades I had to play. Could 
she think .« sbe comii'Back came a 
spade to my 'high 1 signal 

"We finished eighty-third in a 
field of 88 pair*." 


NOTICE OF SALE 


Date of sale: 

Tuesday. January 24. 1995. from 9:00 a m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Location: 

Warehouse near 7th Circle.. 

Items to be sold: 

Furniture, various office items and automobiles. 


Conditions of sale: 

This sale wili be conducted by seal-bid. 

Bid forms wifi be available at time of sale. 

Ail items wiii be available for inspection at the time of sale 
A deposit of 20 per cent of the total bid is required at the 
time of bid. 

All bidders will be notified and deposits refunded begin- 
ning on Wednesday. January 25. 1995. 

All property must be removed within 24 hours of notifica- 
tion. If not. a storage of JO 50 per day win be imposed 

All bids must be deposited by 12:00 o.m. on January 25 
1995. 

All property is sold on an as-is. where-is. non-returnable 
basis for cash payment without refund or warranty 


women’s field — doesn’t be- 
lieve she's likely to win a 
Grand Slam title just yet. 

“I wouldn't pick myself to 
win at any tournament,” said 
Davenport. ‘To win here 
would take an awful lot of 
good lock and good manage- 
ment. 

“Some people would have 
to lose and on a couple of 
days Td have to play really 
well." 


* Delaitre measures up: 
Frenchman Olivier Delaitre 
takes on Michael Chang at 
the Australian Open in the 
fourth round of the Austra- 
lian Open — and the match 
will be a rare experience for 
the American. 

Chang seldom gets the 
chance to play against some- 
one shorter than himself. 

Delaitre is the shortest 
man left in the draw at 
(1.70m). Fifth-seeded Chang 
is not much taller at (1.75m). 

<r Aussie moves: Six diffe- 
rent venues have been used 
for the Australian Open, 
which is being staged for the 
90th time this year. 

The tournament has been 
held in Melbourne, Sydney, 
Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth 
and, strangely. New Zealand. 

It was first held in 1905 as 
the Australasien Cham- 
pionships and was changed to 
the Australian Cham- 
pionships in 1927 and the 


Australian Open in 1969. 

Melbourne, now the 
permanent home of the 
Open, is holding the tourna- 
ment for the 40th time this 
year. 

* Greg’s bullet: Canada's 
Greg Rusedski headed the 
big-serving brigade after the 
first week of the Australian 
Open. 

Rusedski powered down a 
130.5 miles per hour (210 
kpb) serve despite faffing to 
Andre Agasi Saturday. 

Australian Patrick Rafter, 
who next faces Agassi, is a 
clear second. The local hero 
has a top speed of 208 kph. 

Germans Michael Stich 
and Lars Rehmann share the 
next fastest at 203 kph. 

Among the women, Kristie 
Boogert from the Nether- . 
lands and American Debbie 
Graham are top of the league 
with serves of 172 kph. 

☆ Axike’s excuse: Anke 
Huber of Germany had an 
explanation for her fourth- 
round loss to Mary Pierce at 
the Australian on Sunday. 

Huber had beaten Pierce in 
their last three meetings and 
was focusing too far ahead. 

“Maybe I just wanted too : 
much,” Huber said after he - 
6-2, 64 loss. “I knew that I 
had won the last three times 
and it was a good chance in f 
grand slam. Maybe I hurried 
too much.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Toraba makes it seven in a row 


WENGEN, Switzerland (AFP) — Italian ski king Alberto 
Tomba won his seventh straight World Cup slalom here in 
sensational style Sunday. The burly Italian was more than a 
second ahead of his nearest rival, Switzerland’s Michael 
Gruenigen. Toraba timed lmin 33.89secs. over the two 
runs compared to Gruenigen ’s 1-35.21. Slovenia's Jure 
Kosir, whose 135.28 gave him third place, was quick to 
admit that no one could even come dose to competing 
against the 28-year-old Italian idol who is poised to become 
the overall World Cup champion despite competing in only 
the slalom and giant slalom and ignoring the two speed race 
— the Super Giant and the downhill. “He is so strong, so 
flexible and powerful in the legs, he seems to be able to ski 
in a lower position than any of us,” admitted Kosir. "The 
only way we are going to get near him is to work as hard as 
he does,” added Kosir. 


Papin goes under the knife 


BONN (AFP) — Former European footballer of the year 
Jean-Pierre Papin will have another knee operation in 
southern French dty Marseille on Monday. However the 
length of time till the Frenchman trains again with Bayern 
Munich teammates was not revealed. 


Noah names Davis Cup team 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Davis Cup captain Yannick 
Noah named France’s team for the Davis Cup match 
against the United States Sunday as Guy Forget, Cedric 
Pioline, Olivier Delaitre and Arnaud Boetsch. The match 
gets underway in the Florida dty of St. Petersbure on 
February 3 and Noah said that the- team would -train-nere- 
until January 27. He named Jerome Golmard and Thierry 
Guardiola as hitting partners for the squad. Both had 
qualified for the tournament here. He made his announce- 
ment after Michael Chang of the United States, the fifth 
seed, had beaten Delaitre 6-3. 6-2, 64 in their fourth 
round match at the Australian Open. Noah had been highly 
critical earlier in the week of the way French players 
trained for Grand Slam tournaments such as the one here 
at Flinders Park and had remarked on how French players 
went out at major tournament in three sets. 


orts 



Modem Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 


The apartment is Located in Um Otheinah ( Six 
Circle ). 

It Consists Of a Master Bedroom Kitchen & L 
Shaped Lobby For Dining . Sitting & Receptions. 
The apartment is Well Furnished & equipped , 
With Telephone . & Central Heating . 


For Fnquiry Pjcase 
Call : 679376 Or 812229 


Tel.: 699238 




Jim Carrey 


Fifi Abdo, Mamduh Abdul 
AHm & Adel Adham in: 

The Banner Is Red 

Arabic 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Stallone - Sharon Stone 


Tel.: 61S274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


SUM' A <n 'he satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 


THE MASK 


Sho*s: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. S.30. 10 JO’ 


Show; 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 

The movie: The Lion 
King will be shown at 5 
p.m. every evening as well 
as extra shows on Fridays 
.and Thursdays at 10:30 


THE SPECIALIST 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30- 6. 8:15. 10.30 

CONCORD “2” 

Harrison Fore - Wr.ifr.ey Houston — 

THE BODYGUARD 


Composed and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawacfeh 
Daily from 8 p.m. 
Children's Play 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed oy Afcram Abui Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 pm. 


Tel,: 675571 

NabH Al Mashini Theatre 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel : 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 



challenge 


a Stanle 


mood 


Shorn: 3. 5. 


The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAM. 

at 8:30 p.m. 



For reservation, please calf 
625155 
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Forest and Newcastle struggle |l JQC set to choose finalists for 2002 Games 
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LONDON (AFP) — Not- 
tiogbam Forest and Newcas- 
tle both fa fled to challenge 
the Premiership leaders as 
heavy rain postponed half of 
the day’s fixtures. 

Forest were beaten 2-1 at 
borne by Midlands rivals 
Aston Villa, whose revival 
noder Brian Little continued 
as they stretched their un- 
beaten run to seven matches 
with a well-deserved victory. 

While defeat dented 
Forest’s bid for a European 
place, the result was another 
boost to Villa in their attempt 
to dimb well dear of the 
Premiership's relegation 
zone.- 

Villa made the brighter 
start to the game and were 
eventually rewarded in the 
32nd minute when John 
Fashanu pounced at the near 
post to stab home a cross 
from Irish international Steve 
Staunton. 

Forest hit back in the 
I second half through a Stan 
Collymore penalty in the 
53rd minute after Dutchman 
Bryan Roy went down under 
a challenge from Ugo 
Ehiogu. 

Forest enjoyed parity for 
just 15 minutes before Staun-. 
ton sent over another cross 
from which the unmarked 
Dean Saunders planted his 
header past Mark Crossley. 

Little remained cautions 
about his side’s prospects of 
Premiership survival, saying: 
“Although we feel a little 
more comfortable now, there 
is still a lot of hard work to be 
done. 

“The lads showed plenty of 
character and the right atti- 
tude, but then they have been 
doing that for the past few 
weeks now.” 

Collymore, Forest's top 
scorer, hit back at sugges- 
tions that his dub are on a 
downward slide after their 
third league defeat in four 
matches. 

“Obviously, we are bitterly 
disappointed, but anybody 
who thinks we are on a down- 
word slide is daft,” he said. 

Newcastle’s hopes of 
boosting their fading title 
challenge by landing their 
*just League victory of 1995 
'were held up by a rejuven- 
ated Sheffield Wednesday at 
Hillsborough in a goalless 
draw. 

“You're never really happy 
with a draw but we didn’t doy 
enough to win,” said Newcas- 
tle manager Kevin Keegan. — 

Keegan claimed that tired- 
ness after his side’s games 
against Manchester United 
and Blackburn had been a 
factor, adding: “I don’t want 
•to make anything of it, but I 
think possibly three games in . 
six days took its tolL It just 
wasn’t a classic.” 

Arsenal’s new 2.5 million 
pound striker John Hartson 
eased the pressure on boss 


George Graham with a goal 
that brought some much- 
needed cheer to their suffer- 
ing fans and a 1-0 win at 
Coventry. 

Hartson, who was cup-tied 
as the Gunners crashed out of 
die FA Cup against KGQwaQ 
in midweek, be returned to 
score his first goal for the 
club 12 minutes from time. 

Coventry, who dropped 
into the bottom four, have 
now gone nine League games 
without a win, and their 28- 
year tenure in the top flight is 
under real threat. 

Everton’s twin strikeforce 
of Duncan Ferguson and Paul 
Rideout put Joe Royle’s 
Goodison Park revival back 
on track with the goals that 
brought a 3-1 victory and 
added Crystal Palace to the 
relegation equation. 

The Merseysiders had won 
just one of their previous six 
outings following a three- 
game winning start under 
Royle’s command, but they 
were given a dream opener 
by four million pound Fergu- 
son. 

The former Dundee Un- 
ited and Rangers man, sent- 
off at Arsenal last week, 
grabbed the fastest goal of 
the day in the second minute, 
before completing the scoring 
two minutes from time with 
his sixth goal since arriving at 
Goodison.. 

Rideout bagged his 11th of 
the season in the 54th minute 
as Everton moved out of the 
relegation places. 

There were no family 
favours on offer at Portman 
Road, where Ipswich mana- 
ger George Barley saw his 
nephew Craig earn Chelsea a 
point with a last-gasp equalis- 
er. 

The Londoners went ahead 
with a Mark Stein goal after 
67 minutes only for second- 


bottom Ipswich to equalise 
five minutes later through 
Stuart Slater and then take an 
80th-minute lead thanks to 
John Wark's penalty. 

But Burley, an 84th- 
minute substitute, took only 
four minutes to make his 
mark with the goal which 
saved Glen Hoddle’s men. 

Lyon beat Cannes 3-1 m 
France’s match of the day 
Saturday to shoot up to 
second place above Paris St.. 
Germain after garnering six 
points in the space of just 48 
hours. 

Lyon, only sixth two days 
earlier, received a surprise 
bonus of three points from 
the league on Thursday but 
did all their own spadework 
against Cannes, another 
candidate for a UEFA Cup 
berth, 

Florian Maurice give Lyon 
the lead in the first minute 
and though Croatian striker 
Ardian Koznikn equalised 
midway through the first half, 
Lyon took a deserved victory 
through goals from Stephane 
Roche and Oaude-Arnand 
Rivenet. 

Lyon moved above PSG on 
number of goals scored. Both 
are on 41 points, 10 adrift of 
runaway leaders Nantes. 

Cannes stayed fourth as 
nearest rivals Auxerre and 
Bordeaux both failed to win. 

Auxerre came from behind 
to draw 1-1 at home to Metz 
and Bordeaux went down 2-1 
in St. Etienne despite taking 
the lead. 

Neither PSG nor Nantes 
were in action. Their match 
played 10 days ago and won 
3-0 by Nantes, had been 
brought forward because the 
Parc Des Princes Stadium 
was the venue for Saturday’s 
rugby union international be- 
tween France and Wales. 


LEADING ENGLISH LEAGUE SCORERS 

Alan Shearer, Blackburn, 23 

Robbie Fowler, Liverpool, 22 

Ashley Ward, Norwich, 21 

Chris Sutton, Blackburn, 20 

Ian Wright, Arsenal, 20 

Matthew Le Ussier, Southampton, 18 

Juergen mhunmni, Tottenham, 16 

Andy Cole, Manchester United, 15 

Les Ferdinand, Queens Park Rangers, 14 

Teddy Sheringham, Tottenham, 13 

Ian Rush, Liverpool, 13 

Eric Cantona, Manchester United 12 

Andrei Kanchebkis, Manchester United, 12 

Paul Walsh, Manchester City, 12 

John Spencer, Chelsea, 12 


LEADING FRENCH LEAGUE SCORERS 
15 - Patrice Lokn (Nantes) 

11 - Alain CavegHa (Le Havre) Nicolas Onedec (Nantes) 
10 - Didier Mot (Martigues), Vddeir (Bordeaux) 

9 - Anton Drobqjak (Bastia), Joel Hehi (Lens) 

8 - Laurent Blanc (St. Etienne), Fabrke Divert (Montpellier), 
Lfllian Lasbndes (Auxerre), Rai (Paris SL Germain), Roland 
WoU&rth (St Etienne). 


NEW YORK (AP) — If any- 
thing, the National Hockey 
League’s 103-day lockout 
seemed to make North 
Americans even more eager 
for ice hockey. 

Sellouts were the norm for 
the eight openers Friday 
night, with the biggest crowd 
being a turnout of 26,387 at 
thejeague's hugest arena, the 
thunderdome m St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 

“I was a little mad before 
the season started, but it’s 
not going to do any good to 
not show up,” Scott Santos of 
St. Petersburg said before the 
■ Pittsburgh Penguins beat the 
'Tampa Bay Lightning 5-3. “If 
you’re a hockey fan, you’re 
going to watch the games.” 

There was an octopus on 
the ice at Joe Louis Arena — 
a sure sign of a big game in 
Detroit — and a Stanley Cup 
banner raised to the rafters at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Tbe fans m New York were 
in a partying mood as they 
watched the Rangers raise - 
the championship banner for 
the first time in 54 years. The 
Rangers carried the Stanley 
Cap itself around the ice be- 
fore the game, which they 


lost 2-1 to tbe Buffalo Sabres. 

“We are paying tribute to 
the most loyal ana enthusias- 
tic fans in the NHL,” said 
former Rangers goal tender 
John Davidson, the Emcee 
for the 45-minute pregame 
festivities. 

“Without your support, 
tonight’s celebration would 
not be taking place,” be said. 

The season’s first goal, at 
9:11 of tbe first period, was 
scored by Tampa Bay’s Alex- 
ander Sehvanov, a 23-year- 
old from Moscow participat- 
ing in his first NHL game. 

It was the start of an 
abbreviated 48-game sche- 
dule. An 84-game season was 
supposed to have started last 
Oct. 1, but teams closed their 
doors before labour peace 


was reached last week. 

In Edmonton, where the 
Oilers opened with a 2-1 vic- 
tory over the Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks, tongtime Oil- 
ers fan Bruce Christensen 
said be was happy to see the 
players back in action. 

“It’s great for the morale 
of the city,” Christensen said. 
“I wanted to show support 
for the game in tbe city and 
put my unhappy feelings ab- 
out the way things were going 
behind me and just press on 
into the fixture.” 

In San Jose, Calif., quar- 
terback Steve Young or the 
American football team the 
San Francisco 49ers took pan 
in the ceremonial opening 
faceoff before the Sharks 
played the St. Louis Blues. 


Quebec 
Hartford 
Ny Islanders 
Ny Rangers 
Anaheim 
San Jose 
St Louis 


NHL RESULTS 

3 Philadelphia 

1 Washington 

2 Florida 

5 Montreal 

4 Winnipeg 

3 Toronto 

7 Vancouver 


MINIBUS FOR SALE 

Ford Aerostar XL, 1989 - customs unpaid, 8 
seats, very good condition, air-conditioned, 
foil automatic, 55, OCX) kms only, at cost, for 
embassies and international organisations. 

Pte. can Tel: 829243 daytime, 675983 evening. 



miA FOR SALE OR RENT 


Suitable for Diplomatic mission or as Ambassador house 
» Consists of three floors, excellent location 

and super deluxe finishing 


If Interested Please Call : 629841 


LAUSANNE (AP) — The 
race for the 2002 Winter 
Olympics is about to be- 
come much less crowded. 

The record field of nine 
candidate cities — includ- 
ing front-runner Salt Lake 
City — will be cut to four 
finalists Tuesday by a spe- 
cial panel of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee. 

There’s little suspense 
over which four will be 
selected. Based on an IOC 
evaluation report issued 
last month, the following 
are likely to make the cut: 
Salt Lake City, Ostersund, 
Sweden, Quebec, Canada 
and Sion. Switzerland. 

“It would be a great sur- 
prise if it’s not those four," 
said Jean-Michel Gunz, a 
member of the Sion bid 
committee. “In the evalua- 
tion report, you can clearly 
distinguish between that 
group and the other five.” 

The others are Graz, Au- 
stria; Jaca; Spain; Poprad- 
Tatry; Slovakia; Sochi; 
Russia; and Tarvisio, Italy. 
All five received poor 
marks in the IOC report for 
various logistical, environ- 
mental and financial 
reasons. 

All nine cities will make 
20-minute presentations to 
the lOCs 10-man selection 
committee on Monday. 
This will be rheir last 
chance to impress the panel 
with charts, videos and 
speeches. 

The selection com mi nee, 
chaired by IOC vice-presi- 
dent Un Yong Kim of 
South Korea, will meet pri- 
vately Tuesday to choose 
the four finalists — by con- 
sensus if possible. If there 
is no consensus, a secret 
ballot will be held. 

The host city will be 
elected by the full IOC on 
June 16 during its session in 
Budapest, Hungary. 

This is the first time the 
IOC has reduced the field 
of bidding cities before the 
final vote. Having nine 
candidates was considered 
unwieldy and too costly. 

If successful, the IOC 
will consider using the 


same procedure to trim the 
list of candidates for the 
2004 Summer Olympics. A 
dozen cities have already 
expressed interest in bid- 
ding for those games. 

Apart from weeding out 
unrealistic candidates, the 
main reasons for reducing 
the field is to cut down on 
the cost of the bidding pro- 
cess. Traditionally, all of 
the IOC’s members — who 
currently number about 
100 — are entitled to visit 
each of the bidding cities, 
flying first-class and staying 
at luxury hotels. 

Under the streamlined 
system for the 2002 Games, 
the members can only visit 
the four finalists and must 
do so in groups. In addi- 
tion, new restrictions have 
been enacted to limit the 
travel and expenses of the 
bidding committees. 

Dave Johnson, vice pres- 
ident of Salt Lake City’s 
bid team, said the new 
rules have saved his com- 
mittee around SI million. 

Salt Lake City has been 
the established front-run- 
ner all along, a position 
that was reinforced when 
the IOC report repeatedly 
praised the bid’s “excel- 
lent” facilities, venues, 
roads and financial plans. 

“Salt Lake City is not 
only a city that has talked 
the' talk but has walked the 
walk,” bid committee chief 
Tom Welch said during an 
Olympic meeting in Atlan- 
ta last month. 

The other candidates 
acknowledge Salt Lake Ci- 
ty’s strength. 

“Salt Lake City is the 
best technical bid,” said 
Gunz, the Sion official. 
“It’s not a surprise to see 
that. Technically, we can 
not compare with Salt Lake 
City. In Europe, we will 
never have a winter resort 
connected with a six-lane, 
highway. But Salt Lake 
City also had the best bid 
last time. And look what 
happened then.” 

Indeed, in 1991. Salt 
Lake City lost by four votes 
to Nagano, Japan, for the 


right to host the 1998 
Olympics. Despite its tech- 
nically superior bid, Salt 
Lake City lost out because 
IOC members were reluc- 
tant to choose an American 
city so soon after awarding 
the 1996 Summer Games to 
Atlanta. 

This time, Sait Lake offi- 
cials hope politics and 
geography will not work 
against the city’s fifth 
Olympic bid. 

Pros and eons of 2002 
bidders 

A brief look at the 
advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the nine cities triddmg far 
the 2002 Winter Olympics, 
based in part on an IOC 
evaluation report: 

Salt Lake City 

Pros: Most venues ready 
or needing only slight mod- 
ifications; single Olympic 
village, Utah’s established 
Alpine ski resorts; easy ac- 
cess; good highways; plenty 
of hotels; modern technol- 
ogy; good financial plan 
and revenue possibilities. 

Cons: Front-runner jinx? 

Chances of making final 
four: Virtually assured. 

Ostersund, Sweden 

Pros: Perseverance (this 
is Sweden's ninth winter 
Olympic bid and third 
straight by Ostersund); 
Sweden’s experience as a 
winter sports centre; excel- 
lent Alpine venues in are; 
single Olympic village in 
Ostersund; good accommodation, 
transportation and media 
facilities; government 
guarantee to cover any de- 
ficit. 

Cons: Proximity to 1994 
Lillehammer Games in 
Norway; concerns over 
location of bobsled and 
iuge tracks. 

Chances of making final 
four; excellent. 

Quebec 

Pros; Local support; 


single Olympic village; 
stress on environmental 
protection; transportation 
infrastructure; existing in- 
door venues; government 
financial guarantees. 

Cons: Cold weather; 
squabbling over speedskat- 
ing venue; uncertainty 
over course for men's dow- 
nhill; Quebec's secessionist 
movement; legacy of debt- 
ridden 1976 Montreal 
Games. 

Chances of making final 
four; very good. 

Sion, Switzerland 

Pros: Public Support (61 
per cent approval in re- 
ferendum); deficit guaran- 
tee by federal and regional 
governments; environmen- 
tal plan; World Cup stan- 
dard Alpine ski sites; use of 
existing venues; Swiss 
organisation. 

Cons: Spread-out 
venues, including three 
Olympic villages; travel 
problems between Sion and 
bobsled and iuge events in 
St. Moritz; concern over 
site for opening and dosing 
ceremonies; questions over 
operating expenditures. 

Chances of making final 
four good. 

Graz, Austria 

Pros: World Cup stan- 
dard Alpine venues in 
Haus and Schladming. 

Cons: Public referendum 
on bid not to be held until 
the spring; substantial 
travel time between Graz 
and Schladming; proposed 
date of games conflicts with 
other skiing and ice hockey 
events; environmental con- 
cerns over bobsled and luge 
venue; no agreement yet 
on finahdal guarantees; 
budget not specific. 

Chances of making final 
four: poor. 

Poprad-Tatry, Slovakia 

Pros: Winter sports ex- 
perience in Tatra mountain 
region; good conditions for 
Alpine and nordic events. 


Cons: State of Slovak 
economy; environmental 
concerns; spread-out 
accommodation; few facili- 
ties built; risky finandal 
plan. 

Chances of making final 
four: poor. 

Jaca, Spain 

Pros: Telecommunica- 
tions and information tech- 
nology; Spain's experience 
in hosting 1992 Barcelona 
Games. 

Cons: no referendum or 
survey of public support; 
spread-out concept be- 
tween Spain and Andorra; 
no real games' centre; no 
downhill course approved; 
possible warm tempera- 
tures for nordic events; no 
detailed plans for Olympic 
villages; transportation 
concerns. 

Chances of making final 
four: very poor. 

Sochi, Russia 

Pros: novelty of turning 
summer spa into winter re- 
sort; support of Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin. 

Cons: no existing venues 
or infrastructure; state of 
Russian economy; lack of 
detailed plans; environ- 
mental concerns; little 
transport, telecommunica- 
tions, technology; unrealis- 
tic finandal projections. 

Chances of making final 
four: very poor. 

Tarvisio, Italy 

Pros: Good Alpine ski 
venue in Kranjska Gore, 
Slovenia. 

Cons: impractical ity of 
holding the games in three 
countries: Italy, Slovenia 
and Austria; current 
strained relations between 
Italy and Slovenia; con- 
ditional Austrian support: 
logistical, legal and finan- 
dal problems; spread-out 
concept; insufficient finan- 
dal guarantees. . 

Chances of making final 
four: very poor. 


Tip-in gives Cleveland win in double overtime 


Enthusiasm high as NHL resumes 


DENVER (R) — ’Little’ 
Steve Colter snuck in among 
the big men to make a tip-in 
with two-tenths of a second 
left in double overtime that 
lifted the Cleveland Cavaliers 
to a 101-100 victory over the 
Denver Nuggets on Saturday. 

Danny Ferry missed a 15- 
footer but the six-foot-three 
(1.90 metres) Colter, who 
had tied game with 4.8 
seconds left in regulation, tip- 
ped in the euant shot. 

“I don’t know where Jalen 
(Rose) was on the last play,” 
said Colter, who slipped past 
the taller Nugget guarding 
him. 

“He was probably trying to 
block out one of the big guys. 
Just look at me, do I look like 
a guy you need to block out 
for a rebound? I jut slipped in 
behind and the ball came off 
right where I needed it.” 

The undermanned Cava- 
liers were able to win without 
guards Mark Price and Ter- 
rell Brandon and forward 
Tyrone Hill. 

The Nuggets have lost four 


straight games, all since the 
sudden resignation of head 
coach Dan Issel. 

“Little Steve Colter comes 
up with an easy tip-in because 
we didn’t match up on the 
boards,” replacement coach 
Gene Littles moaned. 

Cleveland led 92-89 with 
2.8 seconds left in the first 
overtime Dale Ellis buried a 
left-angle 3-pointer. EUis led 
Denver with 24 points and 
was ll-of-17 from the field. 

“The shots made by De- 
nver were just amazing,” said 
Cleveland coach Mike 
Fratello. "They made some 
great shots to tie it in regula- 
tion and the first overtime. 
Sometimes you just shrug 
your shoulders and say hard 
work gets it done.” 

Colter, who finished with 
16 points, hit a jumper in the 
paint to give the Cavaliers an 
83-83 tie with 4.8 seconds left 
in regulation. The Cavs bad 
blown an eight- point lead in 
the last five minutes of the 
fourth quarter. 

In Philadephia, Dana Bar- 


ros scored a career-high 41 
points and the 76ers -allowed 
just three points.in overtime, 
defeating the Los Angeles 
Lakers 117-113. 

Barros hit 14-of-23 shots 
from the field, including 7-of- 
11 from 3-point range, lead- 
ing the 7oen to just their 
second win in their last 12 
games. Philadephia rallied 
from a 16-point third-quarter 
deficit. 

“We all kind of knew what 
we needed to do,” Barros 
said. “We didn’t roll over. 
We didn’t quit. We fought 
back and that's the most im- 
portant thing.” 


Cedric Ceballos led the 
Lakers with 33 points and 11 
rebounds. 

The Lakers’ Nick Van 
Exel, who made a buzzer- 
beating, game-winning 3- 
pointer against Boston Fri- 
day, forced to wben bis driv- 
ing layup with 9.4 seconds 
left in the fourth quarter tied 
the game at 110-110. 

Ceballos scored the Lak- 
ers’ only three points in over- 
time, all on free throws. 

In Atlanta, Ken Norman 
scored 29 points as tbe 
Hawks edged tbe Boston Cel- 
tics 89^84. 


Dominique Wilkins scored 
15 points to lead Boston, 
which has lost four 
straight. 

The Celtics played most of 
the second half with their 
bench as bead coach Chris 
Ford sat most of the starters 
due to what be termed an ego 
problem. 

“I asked the starters to 
look the bench players in the 
eye and tell them they didn’t 
deserve to be out there," 
Ford said. “But these guys let 
their egos get in the way of 
winning a ballgame and I 
wind up playing the second 
half short-handed.” 


RESULTS 


Altanta 

89 

Boston 

84 

Philadelphia 

117 

La Lakers 

113 (0T) 

Seattle 

117 

Dallas 

91 

Milwaukee 

120 

Detroit 

100 

Cleveland 

101 

Denver 

100 <0T2) 

Sacramento 

Renter 

92 

La Clippers 

86 


S\\ hi I DR]-: AM S 1 -ROM R F.F.M 


REEM SPRING MATTRESSES 




ELEGANCE, LUXURY, COMFORT 
are combined in 

REEM SPRING MATTRESSES 

■" 

-The nun advanced spring system dui givta yiw mkIcpckucpi 
where wr your body needs It . 

-Natural upholstery materials to assure haililnej uni sjIlt iL-cp . 

> Doable padding to t—p you warm in the wiiiiei unit iimsl in <lu. miiiihwi 


Nation^ Industrial Co. Lid. 

Zarka - Jordan 
p.o Box 2033 

TbI. A mman 629155 2ar* , a Pac. 511100 
Mecca St. 92910? 


ItCEM MATrvni 


Fast cash 
around 

A 1^ Now you can wit t 

up to JD 500 fron 

111 ATM Machines us 

ll 1 your GlobalAcces 

m b Our ATM's also a 

■ bb I jr ail MasterCard an 

■ ™ I cards issued by t 

la 8 ft jg |m Group members i 

m m VISA card earrvin 


The British Bank of the Middle East 


HSBC I-.-—,— 
'VW HSBC O titi'up 




GlobalAccess 




Now you can withdraw 
up to JD 500 from our 
ATM Machines using 
your GlobalAccess card. 
Our ATM's also accept 
ail MasterCard and VISA 
cards issued by HSBC 
Group members and any 
VISA card carrying the 
PLUS logo. 

For further information 

contact any of our branches: 

Jebel Hussein 

Tel: 660471/2 

Amman Branch 

Tel: 636175/6 

Jebel Amman Branch 

Tel: 643102/6 

Wahdat Branch 

Tel; 770810, 770130 


MasterCard. 
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Israel renews NPT refusal 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin said Sunday his 
government wanted to see 
complete peace in the Middle 
East before it would sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

Mr. Beilin's comment 
came after a meeting with 
President Hosni Mubarak's 
chief political adviser, Osama 
Ai Baz, who repeated 
Egypt’s plea to make the 
region free of nuclear arms. 

The Israeli stand seemed to 
promise more tension with 
Egypt, which is refusing to 
renew its backing for the 
anti-nuclear pact being re- 
negotiated this year unless 
Israel — believed to be the 
only nuclear power in the 
region — also signs the treaty 
(see page 2). 

“Complete peace must 
come first, and then the next 
step is to sign the pact," said 
Mr. Beilin, who is here repre- 
senting Israel in multilateral 
talks on the Middle East 


tries in the region including 
Israel should create a region 
free from all mass destruction 
weapons." 

Egypt has been trying to 
persuade other Arab states 
also to refuse to sign the 
2 nti-nuclear pact, a move 
that has reportedly angered 
the Israelis. 

Dr. Baz warned that Arab 
countries could obtain nuc- 
lear weapons themselves if 
Israel continued to possess a 
nuclear arsenal. 


peace process. 

Israel, which is believed to 
have about 200 warheads and 
has never signed the treaty, 
has said it fears countries like 
Iran and Iraq may soon de- 
velop nuclear capabilities. 

Dr. Baz told a news confer- 
ence after the meeting: 
“Egypt believes that all coun- 


“Every action provokes a 
reaction and if Israel con- 
tinues to possess the capacity 
to use nuclear weapons, that 
will make other parties work 
towards possessing the same 
capacities,” Dr. Baz said af- 
ter bis talks with Mr. Beilin. 

“We will then find 
ourselves in a spiralling build- 
up," he said. 

Dr. Baz added that Egypt 
would continue to work for 
“balanced arrangements" to 
rid tbe region of nuclear arms 
and to secure guarantees 
against the use of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

On Saturday, Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa repeated 
Egypt’s statement that it 
would refuse to sign the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty unless 
Israel also does. Mr. Musa 
made the statement after 


meeting U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert 
Pelletreau. 

The United States has re- 
portedly been putting press- 
ure on Egypt to sign the 
treaty, but Mr. Pelletreau re- 
fused to comment on efforts 
to persuade the Egyptians to 
go along. 

Mr. Pelletreau said his 
meeting with Mr. Musa con- 
centrated on the peace pro- 
cess and plans for a summit in 
March between Mr, Mubarak 
and U.S. President fill! Clin- 
ton. 

Last week, tbe well-known 
Egyptian journalist 
Mobamed Hassanein Heikal 
wrote that it was unlikely 
Egypt and other Arab states 
could maintain a consensus 
against the treaty because of 
pressure from the United 
States. 

Mr. Beilin and Mr. Pellet- 
reau were due to attend a 
meeting of the steering com- 
mittee of the multilateral 
Middle East peace talks. 

According to the Egyptian 
government weekly Rose AI 
Ynssef. the Israeli secret ser- 
vice Mossad believes Egypt 
and Israel could go to war in 
eight to 10 years' time, de- 
spite the peace treaty they 
signed in 1979. 

A Mossad report on “the 
possibilities of an Israeli- 


Arab war breaking out*' was 
handed to the Israeli govern- 
ment, the weekly said. The 
report ruled out a war with 
Syria in the near future. 

'Meanwhile Tehran said 
that Israel — not Iran — - is 
the real nuclear threat in the 
region as a final preparatory 
meeting for a world confer- 
ence on the NPT begins at 
the U-N. Monday. 


In a lengthy statement re- 
leased op Friday, Iran ac- 
cused Israel of resorting to 
"propaganda” to “try to jus- 
tify its possession of nuclear 
weapons by unleashing a 
malicious campaign against 
Iran and its modest peaceful 
nuclear programme." 


Tehran was apparently 
angered by a report two 
weeks ago in the New York 
Times that Iran was expected 
to explode a nuclear weapon 
within five years and that it 
could become a major re- 
gional threat. The daily had 
cited Israeli and U.S. sources 
for its report. 

The NPT preparatory 
meeting — set for U.N. head- 
quarters on Monday through 
Friday — is to set an agenda 
and procedures for the global 
conference on the treaty. 
That meeting is also set for 
New York and will run from 
April 17 to May 12. 


Nabulsi reviews Jordanian, 
Arab record in fiscal reform 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Nabulsi said 
Sunday Jordan and three 
other Arab countries which 
are implementing economic 
restructuring programmes in 
coordination with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) had significantly im- 
proved their performances in 
monetary and economic, 
terms as a result of the prog- 
rammes. 

Dr. Nabulsi, addressing 
the final session of a two-day 
forum that brought together 
IMF experts, economic 
analysts and journalists who 
cover economic news, also 
said the Jordanian dinar was 
more stable than most other 
regional currencies, exclud- 
ing those of some of the 
oil-producing Gulf countries. 

Summing up a dose scru- 
tiny of the fiscal restructuring 
programmes under imple- 
mentation in Jordan, Egypt, 
Tunisia, and Morocco. Dr. 
Nabulsi said the positive 
effects of the measures were 
felt in terms of controlled 
inflation and stability of cur- 
rency while the country was 
also able to address its fore- 
ign debts- 


The CBJ governor ex- 
cluded Sudan, which is also 
implementing an IMF prog- 
ramme, from his summary, 
saying the peculiar features 
of that country did not allow 
for any general assessment. 

Dr. Nabulsi conceded that 
the impact of the IMF prog- 
ramme on the poor is a 
strongly contested issue, with 
many complaining that the 
low-income group had come 
under additional hardships. 
He said there was no “real 
yardstick" to measure the 
actual negative or positive 
social consequences of the 
measures adopted under the 
programme — reduction of 
subsidies and increase in 
taxes. 

But, as for as the Jordanian 
monetary authorities, deter- 
mined to address the coun- 
try’s economic problems in 
terms of foreign exchange re- 
serves and currency stability, 
are concerned, “the IMF 
programme has benefitted 
the country in monetary and 
fiscal terms,” said the CBJ 
governor. 

Dr. Nabulsi said after the 
Jordanian economy was hit 
by problems in 1988-89 the 
Kingdom had no choice but 
to adopt a sweeping correc- 
tion programme with or with- 
out the IMF. “We could have 


gone to the creditors, but 
what would have happened 
to Jordan's creditworthiness” 
in the international market, 
he asked. 

Without bringing into 
question the very methodolo- 
gy applied in determining in- 
flation — a predetermined 
basket of indicators of mostly 
basic needs of the population 
— Jordan has come a long 
way from the late 80s when 
the economic growth of the 
country turned stagnant, he 
pointed out. 

However, economic 
'growth or soda) welfare is 
not a concern of tbe IMF, he 
said, adding that it was the 
exclusive domain of the con- 
cerned governments to adopt 
measures to address these 
aspects. 

“These are matters beyond 
the IMF programme,*' he 
said. “The Fund is not there 
to create social development 
or address unemployment.” 

Dr. Nabulsi also conceded 
that market prices had gone 
up, but “not to the level of 
the decline in the value of the 
dinar,” and said this was 
mainly due to the restructur- 
ing programme which res- 
tored the stability of the 
Jordanian dinar after the 
shock tbe currency received 
in 1988-89 when it* lost more 



Mohammad Nabulsi 


than 50 per cent of its ex- 
change value. 

"Today, the Jordanian di- 
nar is more stable than any 
other Arab currency except 
some of oil-producing coun- 
tries,” he said. 

The "preservation” of the 
stability of the dinar after the 
1988-89 devaluation had 
helped the poor to cope with 
the increase in market prices, 
be asserted. 

There is no scientific basis 
to assess which of the four 
Arab countries fared better 
by implementing economic 
restructuring programmes. 
Dr. Nabulsi said, pointing 
out that the givens in the 
economies of the four coun- 
tries and their past records 
varied too contrastingly to 
make any evaluation possi- 
ble. 


(Continued cm page 7) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt, Jordan, PLO discuss refugees 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian, Jordanian and Palestinian 
officials met at the Foreign Ministry here Sunday to draw 
up a joint position on refugees from the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war, Egyptian officials said. Under the 1993 Israeli- 
Paiestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) declaration of 
principles on autonomy, a four- way committee including 
Israeli officials is to discuss the fate of the Palestinians 
displaced during the war. Most of the refiigees live in 
Jordan. The talks were attended by Palestinian Deputy 
Interior Minister Ahmad Tamimi and senior Egyptian and 
Jordanian Foreign Ministry officials — Badr Hamam and 
Abdel Karim Abu AI Haijaa respectively. 


Hammad meets Kuwait charge d’affaires 


Mahathir Mohammad said reviled Muslim nations and 
slandered the image of Muslim leaders, the New Sunday 
Times reported. The paper quoted Mr. Mahathir as saying 
the locally published magazine. Muslim Media Internation- 
al. used its articles to retard the growth of Mushm nations. 
Neither government officials nor anyone at the magazine 
was immediately available for comment on the newspaper 
report. Mr. Mahathir said the Home Ministry had received 
protests from Muslim countries which were unhappy with 
the magazine’s editorial content, the newspaper said. “It 
was using democratic privileges to tarnish democracy itself. 
If such people are allowed to operate. Muslim nations will 
never progress,” he was quoted as telling reporters on 
Saturday. The English-language Musiim Media Interna- 
tional is published bimonthly in Malaysia and circulated to 
local and foreign subscribers. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Interior Minister Salameh Hammad 
on Sunday had a meeting in his office with the charge 
d'affaires of the Kuwaiti embassy in Jordan. Faisal 
Mu hai re m. They discussed security matters of concern to 
Jordan and Kuwait. 


Polisario to resume voter list help 


Awn Khasawneh named state advisor 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Sunday 
appointing Awn Shawkat Khasawneh as advisor to the state 
on matters related to international law with a minister's 
rank effective Jan. 12, 1995. Dr. Khasawneh has been 
working for the Foreign Ministry. 


Pakistan to ban militant training camps 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan, in a move to fight 
sectarian violence, decided on Sunday to ban training 
camps run by militant Muslim groups, state television said. 
It said the decision was taken at a meeting of cabinet 
ministers and officials chaired by Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto. The meeting also decided to ban private religious 
schools from receiving direct donations from foreign 
sources, the television said. All donations would be 
channelled through the government, it added. Heavily 
armed militant groups of the majority Sunni and minority 
Shi’ite sects have clashed in Pakistan. The authorities say 
these groups train their militants in the use of arms at secret 
camps. The Sunni groups accuse Shi’ites of receiving help 
from neighbouring Tran. The Shi’ites accuse Sunni militants 
of being helped by Saudi Arabia. Both sides deny each 
other’s charges. 


TUNIS (R) — The Polisario From, seeking independence 
in the Western Sahara, largely controlled by Morocco, said 
on Sun day it would shortly resume working on voter 
registration for a U.N. -referendum on the future of the 
area. The front had said on Saturday it has baited the 
identification process in protest at Morocco alleged! v 
banning an elderly tribal chief from travelling to refugee 
camps controlled by Polisario in southwest Algeria to work 
with the U.N. identification commission. "The identifica- 
tion operation, interrupted temporarily, will resume short- 
ly, the Polisasrio Front said in a statement obtained by 
Renters in Tunis. The statement said Polisario leader 
Bachir Mustapha met on Saturday United Nations 
Secretary-General's representative 'Erik Jensen who 
assured him that the tribesman is alive and could later 
move to refugee camps. 


Japan’s prince, princess tour Kuwait 


Malaysia bans Muslim magazine 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Malaysia has revoked the 
permit of a Muslim magazine which Prime Minister 


KUWAIT (AP) — Japan's Crown Prince Naruiiito and 
Princess Masako watched bedouin women weave mats 
from sheep wool and camel hair Sunday, on tbe second day 
of their visit to the emirate. Sitting in a tent in the courtyard 
of the national museum, they also watched the traditional 
festive dance of Arda, performed by sword-waving men in 
Tong flowing robes and headdresses. The royal couple, who 
arrived in Kuwait Saturday, visited the Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research that was established in 1967 by a 
Japanese oil company. Their busy schedule included a visit 
to Kuwait Towers, tbe three-pointed structures by the Gulf 
waters that have become the symbol of modern Kuwait. 
Crown Prince Naruhito and Princess Masako, Ins wife, met 
with the emirate's crown prince. Sheikh Saad A] Abdnliah 
AI Sabah, who said he hoped the visit would further 
strengthen ties betwen the two countries. 



SEARCH: A French rescue team looks under a frustrated the team’s first-day efforts (see page 
collapsed buQdmg on Sunday five days after an one) (AFP photo) 
earthquake. Delays and logistic problems have 


Absence-plagued House plans 
means to ensure quorum 


By Tareq AI Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Tbe lack of 
quorum at meetings of the 
Lower House of Parliament's 
committees, and deputies' 
absence from meetings with- 
out excuse and arriving late 
for House meetings were the 
main issues under discussion 
Sunday at a closed-door 
House meeting which lasted 
for 3V2 hours. 

The meeting dwelt on ways 
to stop these practices after 
repeated complaints were 
raised by heads and rappor- 
teurs of the House's various 
committees - 

In view of the large num- 
ber of members, it was diffi- 
cult for some of the House 
committees to have the re- 
quired quorum for bolding 
meetings, especially that the 
House has four permanent 
committees and 10 temporary 
ones. Each committee has 22 
members. 

The lack of quorum lead- 
ing to the cancellations of 
committees’ meetings has 
been a frequent occurrence 
and has very often prompted 
committee chairmen to pre- 
sent resignations to House 
speakers. This has also 
caused House speakers to 
convene closed-door meet-, 
mgs to discuss the issue, but 
the problem is recurrent. 

House Speaker Saad Hayel 


Srour said after Sunday's 
meeting that the deputies 
realised the grave responsi- 
bility they are shouldering 
and that they have a large 
number of draft laws listed on 
their agendas. 

Mr. Srour said that de- 
puties are keen to protect 
national interests and realise 
that citizens axe pinning great 
hopes on the enactment of 
the draft laws. 

He said there was an agree- 
ment by the House members 
that the large number of 
members in each committee 
was the main reason leading 
for the lack of quorum and 
that they suggested cutting 
down membership in these 
committees. 

The House faces a lot of 
work and unless the commit- 
tees meet and discuss issues 
on their agendas no work 
oould get done, Mr. Srour 
said. 

He said deputies focused 
on the need to agree on a 
defined mechanism controll- 
ing the work of committees 
and speeding up their work. 

.Another issue under dis- 
cussion, according to Mr. 
Suronr, was the time for 
starting the House's two reg- 
ular meetings every week 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, which will start 
within a week’s time. 

Meetings on Wednesdays 
will continue to be held in the 


morning while there were 
suggestions to convene Sun- 
day’s meetings m the morn- 
ing or after iftar, the tradi- 
tional meal after sunset, said 
the House speaker, who 
added that no agreement was 
reached yet on when to hold 
Sunday sessions. 

He told reporters that the 
House will have to reach a 
decision at its first meeting 
during the Holy Month. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that the closed- 


door meeting also discussed 
the committees’ work 


mechanisms and their func- 
tions is addition to whether 
foe government adheres to 
resolutions by some of the 
House's committees, espe- 
cially the Administrative 
Committee which deals with 
citizens’ complaints and 
proposals on government 
work. 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
tbe deputies stressed the 
need for having an institu- 
tionalised mechanism requir- 
ing foe government and the 
ministers to adhere to resolu- 
tions by the House. 

The sources added that de- 
puties usually rush to join 
House committees when they 
are set up either to run for 
foe posts of chairmen or rap- 
porteurs or to help in foe 


(Continued on page 7) 


Iran urges 
Bahrain 
to show 
restraint 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Sunday urged Bahraini au- 
thorities to exercise restraint 
toward Shiite Muslim dissi- 
dents. breaking an official 
silence since trouble erupted 
in foe Gulf archipelago last 
month. 

“Bahrain should exercise 
self-restraint toward the 
opposition.” deputy foreign 
minister Mohammad Hashe- 
mi told the daily Iran News. 

"Showing military muscle 
against Bahraini people is an 
outdated solution” to the cri- 
sis, said Hashemi, brother of 
President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani. 

The violence, unpre- 
cedented in Bahrain since it 
won independence in 1971. 
was triggered by foe arrest in 
December of Shiite cleric 
Sheikh Ali Salman. The 
sheikh was deported to foe 
United Arab Emirates, and 
he later flew to London and 
asked for political asylum. 

Bahraini opposition groups 
say 16 people were killed in 
the unrest, but foe authorities 
only acknowledged the death 
of one policeman. Hundreds 
of people have been arrested. 

The opposition-m-exile is 
calling for the restoration of 
parliament and the constitu- 
tion, suspended by foe Sunni- 
led Bahraini government 
since 1975. 

Mr. Hashemi’s remarks 
were the first by a senior 
Iranian official on foe vio- 
lence in Bahrain, although 
several clergymen have 
already condemned the 
crackdown. 

Mr. Hashemi stressed that 
Iran had “no involvement in 
Bahrain's domestic affairs," 
countering speculation that 
Tehran may have played a 
role. 

Iran regarded Bahrain as 
one of its provinces before 
the country’s independence 
and several Bahraini opposi- 
tion groups are active in 
Tehran. 


Frenchman killed in Algeria; 
group threatens journalists 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
Frenchman was shot dead in 
central Algiers Sunday, 
according to a reliable French 
source here. 

Joseph Belaicbe, 52. who 
was of Jewish origin, was 
driving his car when he was 
attacked by gunmen in Port 
Said Square in foe centre of 
the city, witnesses said. 

The witnesses could not 
say how many gunmen there 
were, and they could not 
identify them. 


Belaicbe was tbe 26th 
Frenchman and the 76th fore- 
igner to die in Algeria since 
September 1993. when Isla- 
mic fundamentalist militants 
warned all foreigners to leave 
foe country, on pain of death. 

The last fundamentalist 
attack on Frenchmen was on- 
Dec. 27. when three French 
Franciscan priests and a Bel- 
gian colleague were gunned 
down in their mission in Tizi 
Ouzou south of Algiers in 
retaliation for the deaths of 
four fundamentalist hijack- 
ers. 


The hijackers were killed 
by crack French troops at 
Marseille airport in southern 
France on Dec. 26 after they 
flew there aboard an Air 
France passenger jer they had 
taken over at Alters airport 
on Dec. 24. Three hostages 
on foe airliner had been mur- 
dered by the hijackers. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
Sunday's murder, but suspi- 
cion fell on the fundamental- 
ists, who have been waging 
war on the military-backed 
secular government since 
January 1992, when ft cancel- 
led foe second round of elec- 
tions the fundamentalist Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win. 


miles) southeast of Algiers on 
Friday night. 

The armed men gathered 
all hotel furniture in a cour- 
tyard and set it ablaze, the 
newspaper said. 

Manager flacen Kesraoui 
was rushed to hospital with 
gunshot wounds to the face. 

Latest security force state- 
ments. the only authorised 
official source of information 
on violence in Algeria, made 
no mention of foe incident. 

But Liberte, which is well- 
informed on security in the 
stronghold of Berbers oppos- 
ing both the army-backed 
government and militants, 
said several bars and hotels 
were ra m pa g ed in previous 
militants attacks. 

In a similar raid last June, 
guerrillas shot dead at least 
two people in a hotel in Les 
Eucalyptus, an eastern sub- 
urb of the capital Algiers. 
Officials did not rr-oort the 
incident then. 

Hotels have been targeted 
by fundamentalist militants 
who are opposed to secular 
culture and the sale of alco- 
hol in such establishments. 

Algeria’s militant Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) has 
warned television and radio 
journalists in Algeria to stop 
working immediately or face 
attack, the international Ara- 
bic newspaper AI Hayal said. 

It sajd foe GIA, in a state- 
ment obtained by the news- 
paper, described journalists 
Algeria as “hired media 


in 


who justify the crimes and 
cover up foe evils" of Alge- 
rian authorities. 


An Algerian daily said a 
band of 30 guerrillas raided 
an Algerian mountain hotel, 
killing one worker and 
wounding foe manager criti- 
cally. 

"’They completely des- 
troyed foe hotel," the news- 
paper Liberte reported. It 
said guerrillas attacked the 
Arc hotel. 90 kilometres (60 


At least 30 journalists have 
been killed in the country 
since June 1993. Three of 
them have died this month. 

“The legitimate position of 
foe GIA towards radio and 
television journalists is tbe 
same as towards apostates, 
and it calls on all journalists 
working in ... television and 
radio to halt immediately," 
AI Hayat quoted foe state- 
ment by the hardline GIA as 
saying. 

"If not, the GIA will con- 
tinue to hit with strength all 
those who refuse to respond 
immediately.” it said. 
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Miracle baby 
born amid Kobe 
quake havoc 


KOBE, Japan (R) — Mia 
Ohnishi, now she days old and 
yet to be given a first name, 
must be one of foe luckiest 
toddlers alive. Her 40-yeac- 
old mother, who declined to 
be identified, went into 
labour Tuesday at Kobe city 
general hospital at foe very 
moment an earthquake rip. 
ped through the beait of foe 
city, killing nearly 5,000 peo- 
ple. Japan's biggest quake in 
half a century also sent foe 
doctor delivering tbe baby, 
Hideo Takashima, 63; 
crashing to the floor. Dr. 
Takashima broke his felt 
wrist but nevertheless picked 
himself up and struggled on, 
delivering the baby at 7:30 
a.m. (1030 GMT on January 
16), about 90 minutes after 
tbe western port city was bit. 
Miss Ohnishi, whose medical 
records were mislaid in the 
havoc that followed the 
quake, is fit and well but 
doctors are keeping her 
under observation until life in 
Kobe becomes less chaotic. 
“It was incredible," said Dr. 
Takashima, who returned to 
work on Sunday. “Just as the 
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Dutch get tough 
over soft drugs 
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^Delegates from over 100 
«*rr«s opened talks Mon- 


ism: 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — For 
long regarded by foreigners 
as lax in foe fight against 
drugs, the Netherlands is 
changing gear and toughen- 
ing its policy towards soft 
dings. Justice Minister Win- 
nie Sorgdrager puts it blunt- 
ly: Either the “coffee shops” 
where cannabis is sold and 
smoked become once more 
the discreet venues they woe 
originally supposed to be in 
foe early 1970s, or they wiH 
be dosed down. “Our policy 
of tolerance has gone adrift,” 
she admitted this week, “and 
we must go into reverse ” 
She is the first minister of any 
Dutch government to have 
spoken out so firmly on tbe 
issue. Tbe coffee shops work- 
ed well enough to begin with, 
but from 1979 things went 
from bad to worse due to lack 
of police and administrative 
checks, she noted. Organised 
crime had moved in, purinng 
hand drugs in coffee shops 
run by dishonest manages 
out to make a fast buck, she 
said. Ms, Sorgdrager plans to 
present a bill to parliament in 
May for better supervision of 
the country's 1,500 coffee 
shops. The aim is to restore 
their original function as a 
place where cannabis uses 
can meet, sheltered from 
organised crime and hard 
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Smithsonian puts 
elites’ nude 
photos under 
wraps 


NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 
(AFP) — A collection erf 
nude photographs of Amer- 1 
ica’s elite that may include * 
First Lady HIDaiy Clintofl 
and former President Geonfi 


Bush has been closed to pub-- 
lic view after its existence was 


publicised. The New York 
Times magazine Jan. 15 dis- 
closed that the Smithsonian 
Institution, which runs a vari- 
ety of museums, had a collec- 
tion of nude photograph? 
taken of students at Amer; 
ica’s most elite institution s - 
The pictures were first takes 
as “posture” photographs is 
the early 1900s. Researcher 
W.H. Sheldon continued tbe 
practice from foe 1940s to 
1960s as part of a now- 
discredited study of the rela- 
tionship between intelligence 

and body shape. “Our naked 
butts are in the Smithso- 
nian." says George Vogt, a 
member of Yak Univeisity’s 
class of 1966 and now the 
director of the Sonfo Caroli- 
na Department of Archives 
and History. Vogt believes 
the photographs should be 
burned. “I can understand 
why foe Smithsonian would 
want to record the qnack 
science of tbe time, but I 
cannot understand nor can 1 

accept that they would ictaio 

naked photographs of bring 
people.” The Smithsonian 
appears to be loath to destroy 


BEIRUT (AP) — The Hiz- 
asDah group has publicly de- 
tod for the first time’ that 
jS ® Israeli soldiers missing 
a Lebanon were dead. Tbe 
aotion was made by Hiz- 
»Rah Secrerary-Generai 
Hasan Nasrallah dur- 
K 4 mass rally in south 
wnit Sunday. Excerpts of 
®5peech were published by 
P 8 *! Lebanese dailies 
EuJogiBsng a 
“®^lah-linked activist, 
died in an Israeli-run 
™ South Lebanon last 
S’ Sheikh Nasrallah 
Lraman rights concepts 
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